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THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett) took the Chair at 2.00 pm, and read prayers.

PETITION - JUVENILE OFFENDERS
Cautioning Policy Review - Child Welfare Act Amendment

MR KIERATH (Riverton) [2.02 pm): I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned citizens of Western Australia:
Request the Parliament of Western Australia through the Minister for Police and the
Minister for Comnmunity Services to urgently review the policy on "cautioning" of
juvenile offenders which we believe has the potential to greatly escalate juvenile
crime and we further request that the following action be taken:
I Section Four of the Child Welfare Act be amended to include:,

a. First offence for stealing or unlawful use of a vehicle, common assault
and wilful damage to property;

b. Second offence break and enters, stealing from private property, and
unlawful entry to private property.

2. Oral cautions not to be issued where an offence has already been committed.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you wiUl give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 153 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 91.1

PETITION - RUBBISH DISPOSAL SITE, ALEXANDER DRIVE, MIRRABOOKA
Closure

MR KOBELKE (Nollaniara) (2.04 pmn]: I present the following petition -

To: The H-onourable the Speaker and members Of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned seek the immediate closure of the rubbish disposal site in
Alexander Drive in Mirrahooka.
This is no longer an appropriate use for this area which is zoned for Regional Open
Space and our opposition is strengthened by recent reports of the pollution which it is
causing to ground water.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and Your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 569 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 92.]

PETITION - DUCK SHOOTING
Prohibition Legislation Support

MRS WATKINS (Wanneroo) [2.05 pm]: I have a petition couched in the following
terms -
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To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliamient assembled.
We, the undersigned petitioners of Western Australia and residents, urge you not to
declare Duck Shooting Seasons and to legislate for the prohibition of any future Duck
Shooting in this State because of the cruelty inflicted on our wildlife; the loss of
significant waterbird breeding habitat; the pollution of wetlands from lead pellets,
cartridges and other rubbish, and community disapproval of recreational shooting of
wildlife.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 1 295 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 93.]
PETITION - NUCLEAR WARSHIPS

Western Australian Ports Concern
DR ALEXANDER (Perth) [2.06 pml: I have a petition addressed in the following terms -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia. in Parliament assembled.
The petition of the undersigned citizens of Western Australia respectfully showeth
that:
We are concerned about the entry of nuclear-armed and nuclear-powered warships to
Western Australian ports, particularly:

the dangers posed to the people and environment through the accidental
release of radioactivity. Such an accident could affect the health of present
and future generations and destroy our environment- We do not believe that
the current W.A. Port Safety Plan could deal with an actual nuclear accident
and is detrimental to our safety by engendering a feeling of confidence that is
unwarranted.
any short termn economic gains which accrue from such visits are minuscule
compared with the possible clean up bill should an accidental release of
radiation occur.
by allowing nuclear warships to enter our ports we are implicated in the
immorality of the nuclear arms race.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray:
That you consider the health and well being of the people and environment of
Western Australia as your first responsibility and that you inform the Commonwealth
Government that nuclear-armed and nuclear-powered warships are not welcome in
Western Australian ports on health, environmental, economic and moral grounds.

The petition bears 122 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
(See petition No 94.]

SELECT COMMITTEE ON LAND CONSERVATION
Report Tabling - Extension of Time

On motion by Mr House, resolved -

That the time for bringing up the report of the Select Committee inquiring into land
conservation be extended to 14 December.
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NOTICES OF MOTIONS - CONTENT RULES
THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett): I reiterate what I said on 27 August, that notices of
motion are frequently being given in this place contrary to the rules, which are very clear
about what notices may contain. They should not contain a whole series of arguments,
which should be put during debate on the subject matter and not in the notice of motion. I
will have a close look at the notice of motion just given by the member for Applecross before
it goes on to the Notice Paper.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON LAND CONSERVATION
Order Discharged

On motion by Mr House, resolved -

That Order of the Day No 1 be discharged from the Notice Paper.

STATEMENT - BY THE SPEAKER
Appropriation (Consolidated Revenue Fund) Bill

THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett): I take this opportunity to advise members that not
all areas of Government expenditure appear in the Consolidated Revenue Fund Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure in the Bill. Therefore, as is usual at this time, I advise members
who wish to ask questions about matters which do not involve expenditure from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund that they should ask those questions during the second reading
debate on the Bill, as considerations by the Estimates Committees of Consolidated Revenue
Fund Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure will be restricted to those items which have a
proposed vote.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL
Second Reading - Budget Debate

Debate resumed from 29 August.
MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [2.20 pmJ: Mr Speaker, the point
which you raised is a matter which I was going to raise in the Budget debate; that is, it is
very important that members of Parliament have the opportunity to examine in detail the
operations of those Government agencies which are not covered by an appropriation in this
Bill. As a consequence, we did seek from the Government earlier in the piece an undertaking
that there would be a token appropriation in order to allow those Government agencies to be
debated during the Committee stage. It is a matter of regret that our request was not agreed
to, because we would have liked to have had the opportunity - as, I am sure, would other
members of Parliament, including members on the Government side - to debate at the
Committee stage some of those Government agencies. Some people may have some
reservations about the way in which the Estimates Committees have been established and
will debate the Budget, but I put on record that I believe they are a good innovation. They
may perhaps require some fine tuning, but they will be of more benefit to the members who
attend the committee debates than was the previous Committee of the Whole House.
Much has been said in the Press and in other forums about this year's Budget which makes it
very clear that even though the Treasurer claims it is a balanced Budget for the purposes of
the accounts, and I guess it is -
Dr Lawrence: The same convention has always been applied. No-one is trying to suggest
that we do not borrow money and that there is not a financing requirement. The supplements
to the various Budget papers make that very clear. There are two different ways of
presenting the Budget papers. We are ahead of the other States in complying with the
requirements, and it is there for all to see.
Mr COWAN: The Treasurer seems to be very defensive today.
Dr Lawrence: That lot over there have been trying -

Mr COWAN: Do not forget I am over here also.
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Dr Lawrence: You are there and they are over there. There is a difference.
Mr COWAN: I do not believe it is proper for any Government to say it is presenting a
balanced Budget and then in the next breath to announce that it has been able to achieve a
balanced Budget because it has deferred some of its financial commitments or payments.
That relates in particular to the debts which have been incurred in previous years by some
very poor decision making, not so much by the current Treasurer, although she was in
Cabinet at the time - and if we read again what has come out of the Royal Commission,
perhaps being in Cabinet is not sufficient for one to know all that is going on, especially if
the Attorney General is to be believed - but it seems to me that we are now able to identify
and isolate some of the people who have been responsible for those decisions that have cost
Western Australian taxpayers so much money. I say taxpayers rather than the Government
because it is not the Government's money. Governments do not generate or have money;
they take it from taxpayers and redistribute it. In this case, the Government took
$400 million of taxpayers' money and promptly lost it, and we are still paying for that loss.
Even though we will not be paying for part of that loss this year, we will have to pay a
slightly increased amount in the following years.
The issue I would like to raise in relation to this Budget is Commonwealth-State relations, a
matter in which I have an interest. However, before I deal with that issue I will address some
particular items in the Budget. The first item is the claim by the Treasurer that, in keeping
with ether years, the Budget contains no new taxes and no increases in existing taxes at rates
which are in excess of the Consumer Price Index.
Dir Lawrence: There are no changes in the rate of any tax, and no additional taxes. That is a
fact.
Mr COWAN: I have no doubt that that is a fact, but let us examine the consequences of this
criterion which not only this Treasurer but also other Treasurers before her have imposed on
the Budget. It is a recent phenomenon for Treasurers to claim that their Budgets do not apply
any new taxes or increase any existing taxes; one exception was last year's increase in the
rate of financial institutions duty. The greatest area where the Government impacts on the
people of Western Australia is in the provision of those domestic utilities and essential
services which Governments are required to supply to the people of Western Australia.
However, in every case those charges are never applied in the Budget; they are always part
of the package that is handed down just prior to or just after the July Premiers' Conference.
The SPEAKER: Order! Both H-ansard and I are having extreme difficulty in hearing the
words being delivered to the House by the Leader of the National Party, which are, as usual,
very significant.
Mr COWAN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. While I recognise that in this Budget no new taxes
have been applied and there have been no increases in existing taxes, the charges which are
applied by the State which most impact on the people living in this State are those which
relate to the essential services provided by State agencies such as the State Energy
Commission of Western Australia and the Water Authority - two good examples. For that
reason, while it may be appropriate for the Government to clam that it has not increased any
taxes or charges, the fact is that the charges for essential services were increased from 1 July.
I acknowledge that those charges may have increased by less than the CPI, but because of the
Government's self imposed rule that it will not increase charges for power or water, for
example, by more than the CPT. effectively what has happened is that those authorities have
been required to find other ways of raising revenue, and they have done that by increasing
fixed charges to a rate which is well and truly above the CPI, or by finding new ways of
applying a different fixed charge. I will give members an example. In the electorate of
Merredin, very few business houses paid a charge for industrial waste disposal. Nine times
out of 10 the business houses probably had water attached to accommodate those members of
the staff who wanted to use the toilet facilities. However, those businesses have now been
told that they will have to pay an industrial waste disposal charge.
Dr Lawrence: Is this to the Water Authority?
Mr COWAN: Yes. While the amount to be collected will not be significant in overall terms
when we look at the budget of the Water Authority, it is yet another impost which is to be
applied to country businesses. The same exercise could be applied to SECWA and other
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Government agencies, where the race for the power being consumed or for the water being
used has not increased at a rate which is in excess of the CPI, but the fixed charges
associated with the provision of those services have escalated, in some instances by as much
as 250 per cent. Who is fooling whom?
Dr Lawrence: Give me some examples.
Mr COWAN: I cannot do it now, but I shall be delighted to do it later. There are ways and
means of extracting greater amounts of revenue from fixed charges, such as by applying a
fixed charge for the service. If a person has three or four service points for water, he is
charged a fixed charge against each of those service points, and that results in a substantial
amount of money being paid out to fixed charges. The rather virtuous claim has been made
that the Water Authority is not increasing its charges by more than the CPI, but that is a
nonsense for the simple reason char chat claim applies to only one area from which the
agency draws its revenue; that is the amount of water, power or gas actually consumed. The
charges associated with the supply of the service - the fixed charges as they are called - quite
often increase in huge amounts, and in some cases new charges apply.
Dr Lawrence: I shall try to get information to break down those charges.
Mr COWAN: Let us hope that when the Treasurer does that we can compare notes. It
should be avery good debate.
Another issue I want to raise is the redundancy package. I deal with these matters in the
order in which the Treasurer announced them in her Budget speech. To provide a
$50 million redundancy package is not something about which I shall complain loudly. I can
understand that the Government needs some mechanism to encourage people to leave the
Public Service. If the! Government wanted to trim the public sector, a redundancy package
would be automatic. However, I have two provisos. The first is that when a redundancy
package is offered, nine times out of 10 those who would most like to accept that package are
those who are skilled enough to obtain employment in the private sector.
Dr Lawrence: So far most of those who have expressed an interest are on the point of
retirement and see themselves retiring a couple of years ahead of schedule. That has been
our experience to date.
Mr COWAN: That leads to my next point. If the people involved are not those who are
highly skilled and most easily placed in the private sector, it will be those who are very near
retirement and have decided it would be a good thing to retire early. I would be interested to
learn what adjustments are being made for those people who do reach that age. I assume it
would be those who are 55 and above, and I always thought that option was available to the
public sector anyway.
Dr Lawrence: It is not such an attractive package that they would necessarily want to take it.
Most of the people are b-nween 50 and 60, in broad terms.
Mr COWAN: Two basic requirements should be attached to any redundancy scheme-
Firstly, the Government must be sure that it can afford to let chose highly trained people go.
Secondly, if they are allowed to go, does the Government have enough funds for retraining?
Although there has been a lot of comment about the public sector, a number of highly skilled
people work in that sector, and it would be difficult to replace them if a great number of them
left. I hope that the Government will apply a very strict criterion to the need for the
individual to be retained in view of his or her skills and it does not merely accept that that
person can go- The final say rests with the Government.
Another concern I have about the redundancy package is that there will inevitably be a cut in
the delivery of services. J would be very concerned if that were to occur. I would much
prefer to see the Government concentrate on areas which are not at the cutting edge of the
delivery of services to the public, but rather in other administrative areas. That would be
most important in managing the redundancy program. We have had experience of the
Government of the day looking to cut down on services.
One example is country hospital services. A Select Committee of inquiry is looking into the
provision of country hospital and nursing post services. Nevertheless, notwithstanding the
fact that about 75 per cent to 80 per cent of the total Health budget is spent in teaching
hospitals, we saw this extraordinary exercise last year where, because the Health Department
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had to save some money, it decided it would be a good idea to opt for the partial closure of
some country hospitals. While the eastern wheatbelt was the first area to publicise this
policy, it was a policy, I am informed, which was to be applied progressively to all country
regions. That is a nonsense. If the Government is to implement chat package, it should make
sure that redundancies are not accepted from skilled people who are difficult to replace1 or
from those involved in the direct delivery of a service to the public. It is unacceptable when
the consequences are that the service will be cut. We have seen evidence of that before.
I warnt to take up the question of mathematics with the Treasurer, I am surprised that no-one
has raised this matter before; I am sure it is just a slight mistake. When the Treasurer spoke
about statutory levies to be applied by Government agencies she indicated that there would
be a $21 million increase in revenue to the State from Government agencies. She said -

The Government has decided to increase the statutory authority levy on the turnover
of the Water Authority and the State Energy Commission of Western Australia from
three per cent to four per cent. The increase, wh ich will apply from I J uly 199 1, will
raise an additional $21.2 million in 1991-92.

The best information available to me - and that means chat it came from Government
sources - is that the position is not like that.
Dr Lawrence, May I ask which Government sources?
Mr COWAN: The Budget papers.
Dr Lawrence: Based on what?
Mr COWAN: I understand from the 199 1-92 Budget that it is estimated that the Government
will raise from SEC WA $64.615 million as a result of the statutory levy. As far as the Water
Authority is concerned, the Government expects to raise $17.54 million, giving a total sum
of $82.155 million which will come to the State as revenue as a result of che statutory levy.
Compared with the previous year's figure, there is a $27.746 million difference. I would
think that someone mistook a "7 " for a "I1".
Dr Lawrence: I will double check that; but it could be due to the fact that in the past the
statutory levy included the port authorities and we are not including them this year.
Mr COWAN: The point is, there is a question about the accuracy of the figure the Treasurer
gave in her speech; that is, the revenue the Government will receive from the levy on the
State Energy Commission of Western Australia and the Water Authority of Western
Australia, which I think were the only two authorities referred to. By my calculations the
Treasurer was $6 million out; in fact, the levy will recover $27 million.
Dr Lawrence: In one case it probably has the port authorities added in. My figure is
probably based on the total figure of all the statutory authorities and we are increasing it only
for the SEC and the Water Authority so the difference is smaller. However, I will double
check that.
Mr COWAN: I think the Treasurer will find we have calculated only the Water Authority
and SECWA levies. However, I point out to the Treasurer that in the same breath in which
she talked about extracting $82-odd million from our two biggest authorities, which are
responsible for the provision of power and water, she also praised the fact that the
Government will be allocating hundreds of millions of dollars for capital works expenditure.
It is about time the Government recognised that it cannot give money with one hand and take
it away with the other. It is very difficult for the Government to justify the application of
these statutory levies. Some debate has taken place about a goods and services tax in recent
times, and I have contributed to that debate. Some people, particularly those on the
Government side of the House, have argued against the application of a goods and services
tax because of the impact it will have on consumers. Although we must remember that we
are talking here about only a four per cent application on a statutory levy, it is still a tax of
some kind, If a 15 per cent consumption tax were applied on that product there would be a
degree of difficulty. However, it is about time that Governments of the day recognised that
they undo much of the good they try to do by putting capital into the State Energy
Commission and the Water Authority while at the same time extracting from those agencies
a reasonably substantial sum of money - in this case $80 million - to go straight into
consolidated revenue in the form of a levy.
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Dr Lawrence: I will not try to argue the case with you now, but I will address it in my
summing up.
Mr COWAN: I can tell the Treasurer now what her answer will be: It will be that this is a
return of the capital invested by taxpayers. That is absolute nonsense - or rather, it is not
nonsense: It is a return on capital, but the Government is putting more capital in at the other
end, Why not let them keep the money and give thern less in the form of capital outlay?
Dr Lawrence: But they manage all those borrowings themselves. They must pay for them
entirely from their own operations. The taxpayer does not pay for those, although he does
consume electricity.
Mr COWAN: The money must come from somewhere.
Dr Lawrence: They borrow it and then they pay it back.
Mr COWAN: It seems rather stupid to increase the statutory levy by one per cent while at
the same time proudly praising the fact that the Government is giving them $350 million
from capita] works.
Before discussing the Premiers' Conferences and Commonwealth- State relationships. I want
to raise two or three other issues. Even though the deputy leader and the member for Avon
will raise these subjects because of their portfoiio responsibilities in the National Party, it
would be remiss of me not to raise the matters of agriculture and regional development. As
to agriculture, the Government indicated an increase in funding for the Department of
Agriculture with a great deal of fanfare, but when I examine the Program Statements I
believe I will find that a great deal of the $96 million appropriated for agriculture is money
which agriculture receives from its own industry but which has been put into the Department
of Agriculture's appropriation. It makes the Government look good, but members will find
that much of that money has come from industry funding.
Dr Lawrence: A proportion has - we did not try to hide that. It is all there.
Mr COWAN: Having noted the increase in funds for the Department of Agriculture I want
to deal with three issues concerning agriculture itself. The first is commodity prices and the
consequences of Federal Government policy to expose Western Australian farmers to
international markets. I refer particularly to wheat and wool. There is no doubt that Western
Australia, subject to a reasonably good Finish to this season, will provide more than
50 per cent of Australia's wheat crop, for two reasons: Firstly, seasonal conditions; and
secondly, the undertaking for a guaranteed minimum price which the Premier gave,
notwithstanding that I think she was goaded into it. It was not a premeditated decision.
Mr Kobeike: You could be a little more generous about it - it was a good decision.
M'r COWAN: It was a good decision; I will be as generous about that as the member likes.
It was a good decision because it encouraged Western Australian wheat growers to commit
themselves to planting a crop, and for that reason our area of plantings is pretty close to what
it has been in past years. We will have a reasonably good harvest, subject to an average
spring rain, because of the favourable seasonal conditions experienced in all areas, with the
exception of the north eastern wheatbelt, which I represent and which is having a pretty
torrid time. The area that will not have a reasonably good harvest includes the shires of
Trayning, Nungarin, parts of Mukinbudin, and Mt Marshall, which are suffering the
consequences of a very late start and an abnormally dry winter. Their crops are very
backward and do not seem to me to be nearly as good as one would normally expect.
However, I commend the Treasurer, irrespective of how she arrived at the decision, for being
prepared to commit the Western Australian Government to that guarantee, simply because it
gave wheat farmers the courage to plant a crop. It has now put them in a position where they
will reap the rewards of doing so. I say that advisedly, because I met the Chairman of the
Australian Wheat Board last Wednesday, and while he would not give any indication of the
price - because last year the board's estimates were very wrong and it suffered a good deal of
criticism for that and does not want to be in the same position again - he indicated to me that
the board was not selling wheat forward, which demonstrates that it expects the price to rise,
and rise quite significantly.
The Treasurer's gamble will pay off because the wheat growers of Western Australia will
have a good crop - with the exception of the areas to which I have referred. Not one dollar of
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the guarantee will ever be called upon. The Treasurer can remdid me about chat statement in
future if I am proved wrong; however, I do not think that I will be. We will find that the
proceeds of the Western Australian wheat crop will be around $150 per tonne or slightly
more. I hope that my prediction will be proved correct.
The wool industry's outlook is not so good if my speculation is correct; it will not experience
the same fairy tale ending. It is in serious trouble because of the activities of the Federal
Government, the way in which some of the countries which buy our wool are likely to
manipulate the market, because other countries are subject to internal pressures, specifically
Russia and China. Growers are only now beginning to receive the proceeds of this year's
wool cheque arid are beginning to realise the difference between last year's results and this
year's results. Now is the appropriate time for the Treasurer to do something about the Rural
Adjustment and Finance Corporation, the body that will be required to carry the woolgrowers
over the hump. The problem should be only a temporary one. I do not know how long it
will last; I cannot predict char. I am happy to predict the outcome for the wheat industry but I
cannot say how long the slump will last for the wool industry. I can predict that problems
will occur and that a great number of very efficient woolgrowers will be faced with a
negative income and will require assistance-
The Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation is not capable of providing assistance
because parn B assistance is not available; that is, that panc of rural adjustment which allows
for carry-on finance, which is all that the woolgrowers will need. Some growers will benefit
from interest rate subsidies and others might benefit from debt reconstruction. That is the
area in which the majority of RAFCOR funds are expended at the moment, and no doubt that
will continue to be the case. Now is the time to make available such funding. It is also time
to examine closely the management of the corporation. We have witnessed a fairly large
increase in the number of staff employed by the corporation. However, although much of the
work undertaken by the corporation is delegated to private consultants it still takes round
40 days for an application to be processed. Clearly the process is not efficient. Unlike some
of my colleagues who believe that the corporation should be eliminated, I recognise that the
corporation provides funds for people in agriculture. I realise also that not all of that money
is made available for relocation and rehabilitation; it goes out in the form of interest rate
subsidies and debt reconstruction.
Dr Lawrence: I have received a submission from the National Party through the deputy
leader of that party. I am examining some of those propositions.
Mr COWAN: I have endorsed that submission. I hope that does not place the kiss of death
on it.
The Budget papers indicate that funding for regional development authorities has increased
substantially. I refer to the four regional development authorities, and the general
appropriation within the Department of State Development for regional and community
funding. A healthy increase has occurred in funds for most regional development authorities,
with the exception of the south west which appears to have lost about $100 000, and perhaps
the great southern. The Geraldton Mid-West Development Authority and the Goldfields-
Esperance Development Authority have both received a significant increase. My point is
that the Government has gone half way with regional development. A previous Minister for
Regional Development, Jeff Canr, justified the situation on the basis that it was appropriate
for the Government to continue its program of focused development; that is, to concentrate
on Bunbury and Mitchell and other such marginal electorates under the guise of development
authority funding. Geraldton was included, although obviously no political profit was made
there.
Obviously some funding for regional development has been provided for some parts of the
State, while ignoring other pans. To consider expenditure in the south west on a per capita
basis is an interesting exercise because development funds work out at about $40 per head. I
would be delighted if the Government would apply that principle of regional development on
a per capita basis across Western Australia, because a great many things could then be done.
A great number of people have very innovative ideas and concepts for regional development.
It is a pity that sometimes an authority is put in place which does not necessarily do all these
things. An authority may act in a different way because the Government has issued a
direction. The South West Development Authority started handing out money for rownscape
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projeccs. Townscaping is a fine concept. The town which began that process was Narrogin
which has received about $1 500 from the Governiment. When the South West Development
Authority examined the benefits of wownscaping and its effect on Narrogin, it provided
money to the shires under the authority for townscape projects without the projects being
submitted to the authority, or for that matter to the Department of Local Government. That is
blatant pork-barrelling.
Let us forget about focused development and pork-barrelling and consider regional
development. We should ensure that regional development is applied across the State; that
where some areas of the State have a clear proposition with greater merit than other
proposals from other areas funding should be provided as a priority. However, no-one
should talk to me about giving a certain authority money for projects on the basis that it is
focused development and that is where population trends are taking people in Western
Australia. In my opinion, that does not work.
In her Budget speech the Treasurer made specific reference to Common wealth-S tate
relations by devoting two pages to her hopes and aspirations for the Premiers' Conference.
She highlighted the establishment of the National Rail Freight Corporation as a successful
achievement for Commonwealth-State relations. I have no argument with uniformity in the
national rail freight system with a single authority providing quotes to potential customers,
However, I question the need for Western Australia to transfer its assets and decision making
abilities to the Commonwealth in order to establish that body.
Dr Lawrence: Itis a body with shareholders. Jt will involve New South Wales and Victoria
and eventually Queensland will join. These States will be shareholders and have voting
rights along with the Commonwealth.
Mr COWAN: I realise chat; I read the communique, and that is why I have concerns about it.
The Treasurer highlighted these proposals as achievements in Common wealth-S tate
relations, yet they require the State to pay a high price. The goal is highly commendable;
however, if it means we must give up State assets and receive nothing in return to achieve
that, something is wrong.
Also, the concept of a national vehicle registration scheme again goes too far. The idea of
the Commonwealth and the States combining with such a scheme is complete nonsense,
especially if it means that the States will give up a source of revenue which is applied to
roads. Under the original scheme the Commonwealth would assume all responsibility, not
only for vehicle registration, but also for fuel excise and mass distance charges. I understand
that changes are likely to he made to that, but two issues are at stake: Firstly, the transfer of
State responsibilities to the Commonwealth; and, secondly, the manner in which charges are
applied to the relevant industry. It appears that greater emphasis has been placed on heavy
haulage transportation to recover the cost of road maintenance. We constantly hear about the
need for a "pay as you go" scheme relating to heavy haulage transport; this would also
involve fuel excise and mass distance charges. Perhaps the Minister for Transport could
indicate how much it cost to build the Mitchell Freeway. which is designed to handle huge
volumes of what I concede is mostly light traffic. When discussing the cost and maintenance
of roads the volume of traffic must be considered, and the load tonnage should not be the
only consideration. All the costs should not be loaded onto the heavy haulage transporters
because that will price people out of business and make the costs faced by people living out
of urban areas horrific.
Dr Lawrence: I believe that the Minister for Transport would agree with you. We have the
right of veto on that.
Mr COWAN: These two issues are offered as examples of the wonderful concept of
Commonwealth-State relations working, yet the Treasurer has not addressed the issue of
funding for the State; if that issue has been addressed, nothing has been achieved or made
public.
Dr Lawrence: Those matters are still subject to discussions.
Mr COWAN: [ hope that the discussions are fruitful. It irritates me to hear the jumped-up
little Commonwealth Ministers telling us they are giving serious consideration to returning
income taxing powers to the Stares. I am sure, Mr Deputy Speaker, that you could tell the
House that the States never lost income taxing powers. The way in which the power was
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transferred to the Commonwealth resulted in the States being precluded from applying their
powers. The States cannot now apply their income taxing powers without imposing an
additional taxing burden on themselves. The funding of the States issue must be resolved. If
it is not resolved the States will never make any progress. It should be stated that the States
will earn from the Commonwealth, or the body which assumes the taxing responsibility, a
percentage of that tax as a right.
Dr Lawrence: That is the way to do it.
Mr COWAN: I am glad the Treasurer thinks that; however, can she do it? If it is not done
we will continue to have a situation in which the New South Wales Government is quite
happy to transfer many of its powers to the Commonwealth in the hope that it will receive
more funds purely on a per capita basis. In that case, the less populous States such as
Western Australia will suffer.
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe) [3.05 pm]: In my contribution to the 1991-92 Budget
debate I shall refer to the overall position of the Budget and the state of the Western
Australian economy. A number of my colleagues will refer to their areas of expertise and
discuss other aspects of the Budget in detail.
Firstly, I shall consider whether the Budget is balanced, a matter to which the Leader of the
National Party referred. The Treasurer has been associated with three State Budgets. She
presented the results of the 1989-90 Budget, and at that stage she claimed that the Budget
was balanced. However, that claim was made on the basis of an illegal - as deemed by the
Auditor General - transfer of $12.2 million from the hospital charities' trust fund to the
Consolidated Revenue Fund. The Treasurer then continued her fascination with the concept
of a balanced Budget in presenting the 1990-91 Budget; again she claimed that that Budget
was balanced. When the results of the 1990-91 Budget were presented the Treasurer claimed
that the Budget was balanced on the basis of deferring a $25 million payment on behalf of
WA Government Holdings Ltd to the ANZ Bank. Therefore, once again, the objective of
achieving a balanced Budget was managed by less than desirable means. I am not sure
whether the Treasurer believes that the 1991-92 Budget is balanced. However, page 12 of
her Budget speech reads -

Last year, for the eighth year in succession, the Consolidated Revenue Fund budget
was balanced..

Therefore, the Treasurer believed that the 1990-91 Budget was balanced. In referring to the
1991-92 Budget she stated -

Including redundancy payments, expenditure is expected to increase by a further
$50 million or 5.7% in total. This amount will be appropriated from the General
Loan and Capital Works Fund, bringing the Consolidated Revenue Fund into balance.

There are two possibilities here: Firstly, the Treasurer actually believes that the Budget is
balanced; and secondly, the Treasurer deliberately set out to mislead this Parliament and the
people of Western Australia. In considering the first possibility, I am willing to be
generous - maybe she believes chat this is a balanced Budget. However, if a Budget is in
deficit, whether it be a Commonwealth or State Budget, that deficit will be provided for
through borrowed funds whether from the private capital market or from the Reserve Bank.
Therefore, if a Budget is in deficit, it will always involve borrowings. If the Treasurer
believes that borrowings balance a Budget, it follows that all Budgets for all time have
always been balanced because any deficit has been provided for through borrowings. If the
Treasurer believes that this year's Budget is balanced, she is saying in effect that it is
impossible to have a Budget which is not balanced.
On the other hand, perhaps the Treasurer set out to mislead the Parliament. Undoubtedly, the
Treasurer used the words "bringing the Consolidated Revenue Fund into balance". There
was no doubt in my mind about the Treasurer's choice of those words. The Treasurer was at
pains in her Budget speech not to say that the 1991-92 Budget was balanced. She said that
the transfer of that capital amount brought the Budget into balance. It was a deliberate and
clear attempt to mislead this Parliament and the people of Western Australia and to give the
impression that it was a balanced Budget when clearly it was not. The Leader of the
Opposition and other members of the Opposition made that clear and, fortunately, for once
the media picked that up and reported it correctly following the Budget speech. Apart from
03667-4

4319



the Budget's not being balanced, did it really matter? Everyone knows that Western
Australia has massive WA Inc debts, that the economy is probably in the worst recession
since the 1930s and that revenues are down. Would not it have been honest and sensible to
have said there was a $50 million Budget deficit? Such a statement would have helped to
restore confidence in the Premier in her capacity as Treasurer and in public administration in
Western Australia. It would have been far better to have conceded from the outset that there
was a deficit of $50 million, but the Treasurer chose not to do so.
The Budget has two major failings, as was mentioned previously by the Leader of the
Opposition. The first is that it fails to address the increasing level of the State debt in
Western Australia, and the second is that it fails to address the increasing rate of
unemployment in Western Australia, Prior to the presentation of the Budget I moved in this
House for the formation of a Select Committee to inquire into the level of debt in Western
Australia and to make recommendations for the management of that debt. I will not restate
the arguments here, but I will quote some relevant statistics. In 1980 the State's debt was
$2.47 billion, in 1990 it was $9.13 billion - a 70 per cent increase in 10 years. If one allows
for population growth and inflation it was a real per capita increase in 10 years of
31 per cent. There is also no doubt that the State debt has increased rapidly over the past
12 months. The deferment of the $25 million payment on behalf of WA Government
Holdings Ltd; $100 million extra borrowings achieved at the Premiers' Conference;
$70 million borrowings to inject capital into the R & I Bank Ltd; and $80 million to inject
capital into the State Government Insurance Commission have added to our debt. When
figures come from the Treasurer's Annual Statements we will find that as of June 1991 the
level of State debt was at least $9.5 billion, and perhaps significantly above that. The
problem of debt is not only the direct costs in servicing that debt, but also the risk of a
downgrading of the credit rating of Western Australia and in particular a loss of Budget
flexibility. My other concern is that increasingly borrowings are being used in this State for
current purposes. The classic example of that is the borrowings of $50 million for the
purpose of redundancy payments. We are putting future generations into debt to meet
current objectives of the Government.
The State's debt has increased drarnatically in the last year in line with the trend of
increasing debt, but what has happened in this Budget? The Consolidated Revenue Fund is
not balanced, it has a $50 million deficit. If members look at the consolidated accounts of
the State Government which combine the Consolidated Revenue Fund with the capital works
and loan accounts one finds that the net financing requirement - that is, the amount of money
the State Government needs to borrow this year to pay its way - is $396 million. That
compares with $205 million last year. In other words, the indebtedness of the State
Government this year has increased by a massive 93 per cent. This State Government has
not only failed to address the obvious issue of debt, but also has increased the debt in this
State Budget by a massive 93 per cent. The situation is even worse if one looks at the total
public sector, which includes Government trading enterprises. The total financing
requirements across the entire public sector for 1991-92 will increase to a massive
$921 million, a 16.4 per cent increase.
The Lawrence Government is driving Western Australia into indebtedness. This Budget will
impose a further increase in the debt of Western Australia. Itris noteworthy for its failure toD
recognise the problem and therefore to act upon the problem. Premier Lawrence, as
Treasurer, will be remembered as the Premier who let Western Australia slide into debt, who
created immense problems for future generations of Western Australians and who set the
scene for a fall in living standards for people in this State.
The second major shortcoming of this Budget is its failure to address unemploymenL- I
preface my comments by reminding members about the state of unemployment in Western
Australia. When Dr Lawrence became Premier and Treasurer in February 1990 there were
56 900 people unemployed in this State and the unemployment rate was seven per cent. The
latest figures for July 1991 using the trend series published by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics show that 91 800, or 10.9 per cent of the work force is unemployed.
Mr Lewis: Great record!
Mr C.J- BARNETT: It is an outstanding record!
That represents a 61 per cent increase in the number of unemployed people over the
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18 month period chat Dr Lawrence has been the Premider of this State. Dr Lawrence is in the
absolutely unique position of presiding over the largest and most sustained increase in
unemployment in Western Australia's post war history. If one looks at the trend series
figures on a month by month basis there is not one of those 18 months in which both the
number and the percentage of unemployed has not increased. In every one of those
18 months that Dr Lawrence has been Premier we have seen the unemployment number and
rate go up. That is a unique record which no-one else has come anywhere near matching.
The Treasurer made some mention of the capital works and housing programs in particular as
a strategy to try to reduce this massive social cost of high unemployment. The figures
presented in t Budget deserve some scrutiny. First, the Treasurer announced that the
Capital Works Program for 199 1-92 will cost $1 305.4 million, an increase of $110.5 million
or 9.2 per cent. It is true that spending money on capital works is a very effective way of
providing employment, but the announced increase of 9.2 per cent was above what was
actually spent last year. What members may not realise is that in last year's Capital Works
Program the amount budgeted for was $1 387.8 midllion, but only $1 194.9 million was
actually spent. In other words, during this severe recession and period of rapidly rising
unemployment the Treasurer underspent her Capital Works Program by a massive
$192.9 million or 14 per cent. Why would the Treasurer underspend her Capital Works
Program by $192.9 million in the middle of a severe recession when there is rising
unemployment? Perhaps the money was used to cover WA Inc debts - I do not know.
However, it shows an extraordinary lack of management and lack of attention to
unemployment. In fact, the planned allocation for capital works for 1991-92 - I emphasis
planned because there is an enormous difference between planned and actual spending on
capital works by this Government - is $1 305.4 million. That amount is less than was spent
two years ago. In 1989-90, $1 442.9 million was spent on capital works. Therefore, in this
current year, after allowing for inflation, some 18 per cent less will be spent on capital works
than was spent two years ago! So much for the great surge of investment in capital works.
In the very same tradition of Burke, Dowding and Parker the Treasurer has continued to
neglect capital works spending in this State. Since the Labor Party took office,
underspending on capital works has averaged 13.3 per cent a year. Last year the rate was
14 per cent. In 1982-83 - the period of the last Budget delivered by a Liberal/National Party
Coalition - for every one dollar spent on current expenditure in the Consolidated Revenue
Fund 440 was spent on capital works. The Liberal Party had a high commitment to capital
works and to building both the economic and social infrastructure of Western Australia.
Mr Lewis: It did not try to deceive by saying the money would be spent on capital works but
was not actually spent.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: We actually spent the allocation. In the 1991-92 Capital Works
Program only 250 will be spent on capital works for every dollar spent from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund. It has been the Labor Government's tradition to neglect capital
works. What is worse, it has not only neglected capital works and run down the State's
assets - both the economic and social infrastructures, whether for schools, hospitals or
whatever else - but also increased borrowings. Consequently a dilemma has been created in
this State: Capital works are being rapidly run down and in real terms the Government is
planning to spend about 40 per cent less than it spent on capital works 10 years ago. At the
same time the State's borrowings are increasing at an alarmring rate. In other words, there are
fewer real assets and higher debts. That is the quality of economic management the Labor
Government is providing in Western Australia. What Burke, Dowding and Parker did
previously, Dr Lawrence continues.
Regarding the housing component of the Capital Works Program -

Mr Marlborough: Brilliant is the only word you have ever mentioned.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I would welcome the interjection from the member for Peel, but I get
confused when he is wandering around.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr C.J. BARNETT: On page 4 of her Budget speech the Treasurer says that the housing
program will provide 9 000 jobs in building and related industries. I remind members that in
February the Premier announced details of a housing package as a major attack on the
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unemployment position in this State. The West Australian of?7 February contained an article
headed " 15 000 housing jobs likely, says Premier" which states -

Strate Government housing schemes are expected to generate 15 000 jobs throughout
Western Australia according to Premier, Carmen Lawrence.

It is self-evident that 15 000 jobs have not been created as a result of that housing package in
February. That was never likely to occur because the package was largely illusory. In
fairness, and unlike that package, I am pleased to see that the housing package announced in
the Budget has some substance. It is proposed that in 1991-92 Homeswest will build
approximately 1 200 new rental units. That is probably a realistic level of building for public
sector housing. However, in 1990-91, 774 units were planned. Therefore, this year's
proposal represents an increase of about 60 per cent. However, in 1989-90, 2 015 units were
built by Homeswest. Itris obvious that although the building program is to be increased this
year, the number of units to be built is still 41 per cent less than two years ago. That
indicates this Government continues to be procyclical. It built many units during the housing
boom, but when the market declined, it cut back its housing program. Now that the market is
improving, Homeswesr is increasing its building program. I do not think the market will
increase enough to create a problem this time. I sincerely hope that Homeswest and the
Government will maintain a stable public housing program. The proposal to build from
1 200 to 1 500 homes may be reasonable. In Government the Liberal Party will maintain a
stable public housing program of that order. It will provide a base level of activity for the
industry which does not vary with the whim of the Government. It will be anticyclical rather
than procyclical.
Mr McGinty: The figure is 1 900 units, not 1 200, which debases your argument of a
procyclical program..
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will come back to that matter.
Mr McGinty interjected.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Calm down.
Mrs Beggs: You have become arrogant very quickly, you know.
Mr CU. BARNETT. Have I? The Minister for Housing referred to a proposed 1 900
Horneswest homes. I thank him for that interjection; I was getting to that point. For the
benefit of members, I will read a paragraph from page four of the Treasurer's Budget
speech -

In addition, Homeswesr will be closely examining a number of different options,
including joint venture, rental trust and shared equity arrangements, as possible ways
of introducing private sector finance into housing for low income tenants.
Homeswest will obtain some $50 million in 1991/92 through one, or a mix, of these
options and estimates that the program would provide around 700 new rental units ...

The 700 units are the additional units the Minister for Housing referred to. It would be good
if private sector investment could be attracted for rental housing. Frankly, I arn very
sceptical about whether that will be achieved. The only way large private sector investment
into welfare housing will be made is through the provision of tax incentives. However, that
is largely a province of the Federal Government. It is a good idea to go down that path but,
at best, revenue for that in the Budget could be regarded as a hope rather than a firm
commitment- Time will tell. I wish the Minister for Housing luck and sincerely hope he
succeeds in attracting that private sector investment. One must be sceptical at this stage, but
we will wait and see. If he achieves those results I will be the first to congratulate him.
However, I am doubtful that will occur.
The two major items of expenditure in the Budget are clearly education and health.
Education spending has been increased by 2.8 per cent to $992.7 million. The Health budget
has been increased by 2.6 per cent to $1 202 million. Together these two items account for
42 per cent of total Consolidated Revenue Fund expenditure. The Budget also assumes that
over the current year inflation will be 4.1 per cent. I will make the assumption that the
population in this State will grow by approximately 2.5 per cent which is marginally down
on the 2.7 per cent average for the 1980s. If those figures are realistic, we are looking at real
cuts of between three and four per cent - probably closer to four per cent -in the services
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provided in both the education and health areas. That is a statistical truism and in subsequent
addresses on education and health the shadow Ministers for chose areas will no doubt detail
the already apparent signs of the hardship occurring in those areas.
Under the heading "Revenue" and referring to taxation, the Treasurer said in her Budget
speech -

For these reasons, the Budget includes no new taxes and no increases in the rate of
existing taxes.

That is true. There is also no taxation relief in this Budget. It is traditional to try to provide a
bit of tax relief during a recession, particularly when we are experiencing rapidly increasing
levels of unemployment.
Total receipts from land tax are expected to increase from $115.9 million to $140 million, a
20.8 per cent increase. That will be achieved largely by revaluation of land. However,
commonsense will tell anybody that that increase in land tax is massive.
Mr Lewis: The irony is that land prices and property values are falling.
Mr C.J. B3ARNETT: That is quite true. Revenue from financial institutions duty is to
increase from $79 million to $91 million, a 15.2 per cent increase. Total taxation receipts
will increase from $1 349.9 million to $1 442.2 million, a 6.8 per cent increase. The rates of
taxation have not increased, but there have certanly been significant tax increases by stealth
through inflation and revaluations. I remind members also that, prior to the introduction of
the Budget, it was announced that third party insurance premiums would increase by $45 or a
massive 30 per cent. I do not think the cost of providing the service went up by 30 per cent;
there is an element of increased taxation in that and it followed a 12 per cent increase in the
previous year. The member for Applecross referred to the $1 500 increase in costs
associated with headwork charges on new residential land. Approximately one month ago
the Minister for Planning announced an increase of up to 200 per cent for building licences.
By suggesting that there will be no taxation increases the Treasurer insults the intelligence of
members of this Parliament and insults the pockets of the people of Western Australia.
In conclusion, I remind the House that this is not a balanced Budget. The honest thing for
the Treasurer to do would be to admit that the Budget is not balanced and not to set out to
deliberately deceive people by implying that it is balanced.
Mr Lewis: What is more, it could not be balanced, either.
Mr C.J. BARNETlT: That is right.
Mr Clarko: What about the extra 9 000 alleged jobs? There is no way that there will be
9 000 new jobs in the housing industry.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Certainly not. When challenged in the media on that matter, the

inister for Housing made it quite clear - unlike the Treasurer - that it was not 9 000 extra
jobs, but 9 000 jobs that might otherwise not be there. It is a little like the 15 000 jobs that
were meant to be created in February. 1 think people in the building industry are still looking
for those jobs. I accept that the total effect may be 9 000 jobs. However, the people of
Western Austrlia were given the impression that there would be 9 000 additional jobs.
Clearly there will not be. It was a most careful choice of words, as was the explanation that
the transfer of $50 million would balance the Budget. It is a most careful use of words for
the purpose of deception.
Mr McGinty: It was very accurate, and you are not telling the full story.
Mr C.I. BARNETT: The Minister can make his Budget speech in a moment.
Mr Mcinty: You are misleading the people. Tell the whole story.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: How many of those are replacement jobs? How many new jobs will
there be?
Mr McGinty: Nine thousand.
Mr C.J. BARNEY!': Rubbish! When something is created, we have something that did not
exist before. Is the Minister suggesting that because of the housing package there will be
9 000 additional jobs in housing?
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Mr McGincy: Yes; people will go onto new job sites and will have jobs that did not exist
before.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Is that in addition to the 15 000 new jobs created in February?
Mr Meclinty: I think you acknowledge from what you said before that what was said was
right: Nine thousand jobs will be created by this fairly impressive initiative.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The total impact of the public housing program may employ 9 000
people, but it will not create 9 000 jobs.
Mr McGinty: The Master Builders Association, the Housing Industry Association and the
Real Estate Institute, all organisations that should be supporting your party, disagree with
you.
Mr CJ. BARNETT: I am glad the Minister for Housing is finally joining in a debate in this
House. It is very welcome. We have been waiting for 18 months for him to join in a debate.
From chat logic, I assume the Minister for Housing believes that 15 000 jobs were created as
a result of the February housing package. Is that true?
Mr McGinty: If you made comments only when you had something worth saying, it would
be worthwhile listening to you.
Mr C.I. BARNEZ7: What happened to the 15 000 jobs?
Mr McGinty: You can go through the figures and have a look.
Mr CiJ. BARNETIT: I stand by what I said: I think the housing initiatives in this Budget are
a move in the right direction. They certainly have some substance, unlike the mythical
housing package and the 15 000 jobs announced in February. HowCee, I do not believe that
this initiative will create 9 000 new jobs. I believe there will be 9 000 jobs in the industry,
but they will not be new jobs for people who are currently unemployed which is the
impression being given to the people of Western Australia.
Mr Marlborough: The only reason you answered the interjection was that you think you can
win votes from the front bench for a future leadership challenge. You had to be led into
giving an answer because of the number crunching. We know what your game is. This is all
about a leadership push.
Mr C.J BARNETT: I welcomed the interjection by the Minister for Housing. I did not
think we would have such an exponential decline in the quality of interjections. Perhaps the
member for Peel should go to the football with the member for Balcatta.
This Budget is not a balanced Budget in any sense. The Consolidated Revenue Fund has not
been balanced despite the intended deception, nor has it been balanced on a consolidated
account basis. In fact, there has been a massive increase in debt. This Budget fails to
address the question of debt and does nothing about putting a cap on debt Or setting in place a
program for reducing debt in this State. In sharp contrast is the situation in Queensland, our
competitive State, where not only is the amount of debt far lower, but also a surplus Budget
was delivered with an overall reduction in net debt being achieved.
The Treasurer barely mentioned the 91 000 unemployed people in this State. Nothing has
been done to address the unemployment situation and no view has been expressed about
what will happen to the Western Australian economy in the future. The closest anyone can
find to something being done about that is in the attached Budget papers which include a
forecast from the Treasury Department that the State's economy will grow in the 1991-92
financial year by 2.5 per cent. I remind members that last year the Treasurer said that the
State's economy would grow by four per cent in the 1990-91 financial year. In fact, it grew
by 1.5 per cent which is closer to the figure provided to her by Treasury officials, but which
she chose to ignore for political reasons. This year her Budget figures assume a 2.5 per cent
growth rate. That is possible, but, in the depths of this recession, that figure is probably on
the high side. More important, however, is that a growth rate of 2.5 per cent will not reduce
unemployment in Western Australia. A growth rate even slightly below 2.5 per cent will
imply a further increase in the numbers of unemployed in Western Australia. Federal
Treasurer Kerin was honest enough in presenting his Budget to make it clear that in his view
unemployment would stay at or around 10 per cent for the next two years. The State
Treasurer does not have any view on unemployment in this State. However, I assure the
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House that anything less than 2.5 per cent growth implies a further increase in the existing
I11 per cent unemployment rate.
Members on this side of the House and members of the public have become aware from the
second Budget of the Treasurer, Dr Lawrence, that she displays an absolute lack of vision
about the fture direction and development of the Western Australian economy. There is no
vision or hope, certainly not for the unemployed, and there is no evidence of an ability to
understand and fairly present the financial position of the State. There is no willingness,
determination or even ability to get on top of the financial problems facing Western
Australia. This State desperately needs a restoration of confidence within both the public
sector and the private sector. It desperately needs a positive approach to economidc
development. In all of her actions and, indeed, in this Budget the Treasurer has failed on
both scores. I find this Budget particularly disappointing in the context of a severe recession
with 91 000 people out of work in this State.
MR HOUSE (Stirling) [3.41 pm]: I shall address my remarks in this Budget debate
specifically towards my electorate and to the responsibility I hold as the National Party
spokesman on agriculture. I preface my remarks by saying that the saddest aspect of this
Budget is that it contains no new initiatives for this State. It gives no indication to Western
Australians that the Government has any vision about where this State is heading, how jobs
and wealth will be created, and how this State will cope with another batch of school leavers
at the end of this year and provide them with employment. Every Government has a
responsibility to look to the future, and to initiate and create an environment whereby
industry will be able to offer jobs to people, and small businesses will be confident about
their future and will offer employment opportunities and create productivity, which in turn
will create wealth in this State. The sad part of this Budget is that it is a sit tight Budget,
particularly with regard to future initiatives and expansion. No major projects have been
proposed to indicate that the Government has any vision for the future of Western Australia.
Indeed, in certain areas in my electorate vital capital works programs have been cut back.
Those types of capital works programs create employment opportunities in rural areas and
they offer something positive by helping to keep young people in those areas.
I now propose to talk about agriculture in a broad sense. It was interesting to note that for
the first time in three or four years agriculture was mentioned in the Treasurer's speech.
That reflects a couple of things: An awakening realisation on the Government benches that
agriculture plays a major pant in the financial future of Western Australia; that it is in
desperate trouble; and that it has perhaps been neglected for too long by this Government. I
shall refer later to some exceptions to that statement. However, it is pleasing that the
Treasurer acknowledged the part played by agriculture in the future prosperity of this State.
The farmers' terms of trade have continued to decline over the past few years. In round
figures, their returns are 25 per cent less than those of last year. It is interesting to note that
although agriculture is in desperate trouble so also are the small businesses which survive on
the prosperity of agriculture and the flow on effects. It is also interesting to note that the
forecast for this year's wheat Crop is 9 million tonnes, which is the lowest production for
many a day. It is also a fact that Western Australia anticipates producing 4.5 mrillion tonnes,
which is a testament to the one action by this Government for which I am prepared to give it
credit; that is, providing a guaranteed minimum price for wheat. The Government did a great
job in supporting the industry by guaranteeing that price. I agree with the comment by the
Leader of the National Party that it appears on the evidence available today that the
guaranteed minimum price will not be called upon. We are all hoping that it will not be
called upon, because it will be an indication that the price of wheat has risen sufficiently that
it will not be necessary to trigger the $150 a tonne guarantee. The important point is that the
Government had the foresight and initiative to guarantee that price; it was a guarantee for the
future of Western Australian farmers, rural small businesses, and the jobs of people who
work in those businesses. It was a guarantee that many young people will be able to further
their education because the money earned from the crops will be directed towards their
education. It was also a guarantee for the hospitals in small country towns, many of which
would have been forced to close had the populations in those towns declined. It was a
guarantee for and an underpinning of the future of the wheat growing areas of Western
Australia.
The people who are critical of the guaranteed minimum price for wheat are the pure
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economists who have set this country on a course of destruction. For the past eight or nine
years since Paul Keating has been Treasurer we have followed the path of the great god of
free trade - heaven only knows what that means. I can demonstrate that in Australia it has
meant destruction, a growing balance of payments deficit, an increasing number of
bankruptcies in small businesses at one of the highest races in our history, and increasing
unemployment problems. No other country follows the philosophy of absolutely free trade.
Every country I know of has in place some system which protects its internal industry and
production, and the faster we return to such a system, the better. I want to place on record
very clearly something I have said in this Parliament previously - in these matters I am an
interventionist. I do not believe one can set a course and allow a ship to sail without
trimming the sails from time to time to take account of the winds or currents that may affect
the ship's course. The same applies to the economy; it is necessary to intervene from time to
time to rake account of the prevailing forces of the day. That is nor being done in this
country. Plenty of evidence exists to support my statements. Who knows how long we shall
continue down that path before the economic rationalists - as they call themselves - see some
light at the end of the tunnel, use their commonsense, and do something positive about
getting the economy on the right course? We shall be faced with the greatest dislocation that
rural Western Australia has ever seen unless something is done about the situation very
quickly. I refer nor just to the wheat industry, but also to the wool industry and, sadly, even
the beef industry. Today the Australian Meat and Livestock Corporation announced that
voluntary quotas would be imposed on Australian beef exported to America. As people who
are familiar with the agricultural industry will know, that will stop America from triggering
its own quota system which would be more severe than that imposed in this country. Is it not
amazing that the great free enterprise country America, whose representatives go to the
General Agreement on Tariff and Trade meetings, to Cairns and Uruguay and argue for the
principles of free enterprise, should have a quota system on imports? It is hard to understand
that country's point of view. It seems to be a situation whereby every other country should
regulate itself and America will do what it wants to do. Unfortunately, some Australians
have the idea that this country can influence world trade, with its 16 million people, nine to
10 million tonnes of wheat, and a few million bales of wool. Australia cannot do that and at
the moment it is paying the price for the folly of thinking it can.
The wheat industry in Western Australia will survive this' year because of the foresight of
this Government, which has done a great job in underpinning the guaranteed minimum pnice.
However, the wool induistry is in desperate trouble. At the opening sale of this season, the
clean indicator was nearly 600 a kilo., That has now dropped by a little more than 1000.
The price for greasy wool has dropped alarmingly. The growers' return was about $3.50 a
kilo, and it has now dropped to about $2.40 a kilo in the bank. Most people in agriculture
can just about get by with $3.50 a'kilo and can just-about make their budgets balance if they
are good and efficient'farmers. However, I guarantee members that farmers cannot make
their budgets balance at' $2.40 a kilo, no matter how good they may be. People in wool
growing areas will be running their farms at a loss this year, and there is a limit to how long
they can continue 'to do that. I despair when I think of the dislocation that will rake place in
rural areas in February or March when farmers have to refinance and go to their banks to get
carry on finance for next year.
I have already pointed'our to-the House rhat.the beef industiy, which has been looking very
good over the last few monts, is now suddenly also facing a problem. Let us hope it is not a
problem of the 'crisis proportions that is facing the wool -and wheat industries. In every
country town in rural Western Australia and, indeed, in the cities; there are many businesses
which live off the prosperity. of agricultural industries. I ami referring to manufacturing and
transport businesses,.and to those businesses Which are involved in any. facet of downstream
processing anid secondary industry which is related to agriculture. Those businesses are
finding life very tough economically at, the moment as' a direct result of the problems in
agriculture, and they should nor be forgotten by the Government because they are in need of
assistance.
Some time during the next year or two we -in 'Australia will have to make a decision about
whether to continue with the course we are now on or whether to once again intervene in the
marketplace. I urge people very strongly to think hard about that. We have now had nearly
nine years of the, so-called free floating 'market, which has- broufght nothing but ruin to
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business, industry and agriculture. We need to get back to an interventionist policy. Last
week I finished reading a biography about John McEwan's contribution to Australia, and I
urge anyone who has some doubts about the policies which we are now following to buy that
book and to read about the measures which John McEwan put in place in this country in the
1950s and 1960s. He was not without fault, and he acknowledged cowards the end of his life
that the mistake he had made with his tariff and interventionist policy was that he did not
wean the baby off the bottle early enough, and that if he had his time over again he would
make sure that once he had created a good and healthy industry, he weaned it slowly off the
bottle. However, in my view, there is no question about the correctness of the principles and
the philosophy which he followed. The wealth of Australia in those days was created by a
sound agricultural base and supported by a strong secondary industry, and it was created by
the policies that McEwan put in place. I know that about 10 years ago one could go to
meetings in the bush and hear farmers complain that they had to pay for machinery which
had a tariff imposed on it, but at least those farners had enough money in their pockets to
pay the bill for a new header or truck that was being supporte4 by that tariff policy and built
in Australia. The situation now is that those industries which used to build farm machinery
have been wrecked. There used to be four tractor-building industries in this country, and
there is now none. We are now facing the prospect where not even a motor car will be built
in Australia. We were very proud of that industry, and I suppose most Australians have seen
the picture of Hamett launching the first Australian built motor car. We no longer have the
money to afford to buy what we could buy Previously, and no-one can convince me that the
course on which we have set ourselves has brought any prosperity to Australia. The only
reason that people in the cities are still living in some false cocoon of prosperity is that we
have been borrowing more than $1 billion a month from overseas to create the illusion that
Australia still has some wealth. We have been borrowing against the future in order to shore
up today's expenditure. We cannot keep doing that for much longer, and sooner or later we
will have to get back to the real wealth creating industries. I suggest that if industries were
protected in some way we would create jobs, wealth, and an atmosphere where industries
would be competitive in their own right, and where at least they would have a chance of
making a quid. Under the present system, industries have no chance at all.
Mr Shave: The hotel industry,
Mr HOUSE: I have been supporting that industry all my life, ever since I was allowed into a
hotel.
The work force is an important facet of rural areas. A lot of young people are now finding
themselves unemployed, and many people who formerly held down jobs in rural areas are
now finding it impossible to get a job. I support strongly the motion passed at the Federal
National Party Conference which allowed a broader view to be taken of the position of those
people. It is all right to talk about hard-core unemployed and the fact that they should be
made to work, but at least half of the people who are now unemployed are out of work
because they have lost their jobs through no fault of their own, and they are not likely to get
another job unless the Government and members of Parliament create an atmosphere in
which small businesses, industry, mining and agriculture can prosper. It is not fair for those
unemployed people to bear the brunt of the problems that have been created by the bad
economic policies and poor political decisions which have been made in Canberra, in
particular.
Another way in which we can overcome some of the problems in rural areas is to have a
tighter policy with regard to the dumping of agricultural produce onto our markets,
particularly in the horticultural industry. We have a very good horticultural industry,
producing potatoes, beans, tomatoes, cauliflowers and a range of vegetables that are needed
by people in the cities. That industry is now faced with a problem caused by the dumping of
overseas produce onto our market. Under the current policy, whereby farmers have 55 days
to object to the dumping, and then perhaps get an order that stops the dumping, it is very easy
for Mnother country to bring its goods into Australia and dump them onto our markets, but in
that 55 days so much produce may be dumped onto the market that it just about wrecks the
whole industry and the livelihood of the growers. The Government does not seem to
understand that an industry cannot just be recreated. I will give members an example: If we
were to force out of business the potato growers in this State, we would not be forcing out of
business just them but also the processing people and the transport and other businesses
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which rely on the potato growers. Those people would sell their machinery and turn to
alternative types of produce, and when we suddenly needed a potato industry again we would
find that we could not recreate it overnight. That applies also to the fruit and other vegetable
industries. We must have in place a system whereby we can offer some protection in order
to have a reliable supply of produce in the marketplace for day to day domestic consumption.
I know that is basically a Federal issue, but one important way that we can overcome that
problem on a State basis is by changing our requirements with regard to the labelling of
imported food products. We must be much stricter about the labelling of goods which are
imported into this country and State. We have the ability to do that under the Health Act. If
we had a policy whereby the words 'Imported Product" were in the largest size print on the
label, we would overcome the problem of overseas countries just dumping produce onto our
market because if they had to re-package that product it would be an added expense to them.
It would not overcome the problem completely but it is a positive step the State could take to
protect the local industry. We desperately need to do it, and do it quickly, because the
vegetable processing industry in this State is faced with a crisis and unless we do something
about it very quickly we will lose not only many growers and support industries but also the
vegetable processing industry per se across Western Australia. We then would be faced with
importing all that product, thereby creating a balance of trade problem. It is a crazy system
that allows that to happen. While it may - and I stress may - allow consumers 10 buy
vegetables at a lower price for a short time -

Mr Blaikie: They will pay through the nose for it later.
Mr HOUSE: Exactly; they will then have to pay a higher price, and if we cannot import
vegetables very quickly that price will escalate even further, It is a crazy, shortsighted
policy, and once again it is the policy of the so-called economic purists. I would like to drag
some of them into the bush where I have made my living and let them get some dirt under
their fingernails.
Mr Shave: How many of them have run a business?
Mr HOUSE: None of them has, because if they had they would show a little more sense.
They should go into the bush and pick up a few stumps and stones and try to understand how
business works, because if they did that they would not have the same philosophy.
From time to time some members of this Parliament want to bow down to the sort of
nonsense which comes from some people who, when it suits them, want to jump on the
bandwagon of protectionism. To give those members an example of what I am talking
about, 18 months ago some farmers in this State wanted to destroy Western Australia's lamb
marketing industry, which has been stable for a long time. J could not rally 10 of them
together to destroy that industry now if I gave them a free feed and a keg of beer, because it
is the only stable industry we have in agriculture at the moment and it is saving many
farmers from walking off their farms. It is amazing how the hue and cry to destroy that
organisation has suddenly died away and how many people who did not support it then are
supporting it now. The mutton industry is another good example of a so-called free
enterprise industry. We are receiving $8 or $9 on farm for fat wethers now, whereas we were
mraking $30 a head when I started farming 30 years ago, and they are still making $120 or
$130 a head in the Middle East and in other places where these sheep are sold. That is a
so-called free market at work, but it is not so free for the producers of this State, who
desperately need a good return for their product.
I turn now to transport, and signal to the Government and the Minister for Transport that this
is another area which must be addressed fairly quickly. We have made some progress in the
deregulation of transport in rural areas but some of that progress has not been in the best
interests of those people it is supposed to serve. In some cases we have problems,
particularly with the permit system, which needs to be addressed quickly. The permit system
is an anachronism which has been perpetuated as a taxing policy by t Government and
which should be abolished. That is one positive way in which we can reduce input costs to
farmers, but we must consider it soon. The Minister for Transport has told me that she has
had a working party examining the matter; that working party has had long enough to
examine it and must do something about it quickly.
The Premier was kind enough to meet with a deputation from the National Party a fortnight
ago to listen to our concerns about the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation. In the
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past I have been a strong supporter of RAFCOR but I find that position more and more
difficult to maintain because the policies being followed by that corporation and its chief
executive officer do not meet the specific problems we face today. We must not lose sight of
the particular reason for which RAFCOR was established; namely, to enable agriculture to be
maintained, to allow farmers to stay on their farms in such a way as to allow a good and
balanced agricultural industry. It seems to me that lately RAFCOR's initiative has been
directed towards helping people out of agriculture. Last time we had a downturn in
agricultural fortunes, in 1983-84, we helped many people out of farming. The figure bandied
around was that 10 per cent of farmers had to leave, so probably 10 per cent of farmers did
leave; the farmers next door borrowed money and bought up the farms of those who left.
Those people, who abided by the "get bigger, get stronger" philosophy, now find themselves
weakened by the downturn in commodity prices and the upturn in interest rates, and they are
the people who are in trouble.
I believe we should do a number of things to address the problems of RAFCOR. In
particular, we should allow off farm income to be counted as part of long term agricultural
income in a farming enterprise. At the moment many young farmers, and in some cases
those who are nor so young, are going back to working off farm. They are taking jobs
driving trucks or shearing, or doing anything they possibly can to bring a dollar into the
household. Their wives are also going back to work, teaching, nursing, or working in local
towns if they can get a job, and that income is not being assessed by RAFCOR as a long term
asset of the farm. That is a totally and absolutely wrong policy. The face of agriculture is
changing and we will probably follow the trend shown in other parts of the world, where
50 per cent of income is earned off farm and about 50 per cent of farmers rent their land
instead of owning it; in ether words, they own some and rent some. In this specific case, in
other parts of the world at least half of the farmers or their wives have jobs which bring in off
farm income. It is amazing that much of the advice given to farmers was to try to create off
farm income and improve their skills in order to do so, but now that they have done so
RAFCOR penalises them by not allowing that income to be counted as part of a long term,
viable farm enterprise. That is absolutely wrong and that policy should be changed quickly,
and I mean quickly. We must get some help into rural areas as-fast as possible, as this year's
wool income is indicating that farners will not be able to balance their budgets and they
desperately need that assistance.
We put to the Premier a number of other issues concerning RAFCOR, such as an increase in
the number of board members and the separation of the jobs of chief executive officer and
chairman of the board. We believe those jobs should be held by different people. As well,
we believe the turn around time for applications, which is now about 40 working days,
should be reduced so that people on their farms can receive answers as quickly as possible;
we also believe that the administration of RAFCOR should be spread around the country a
little. We have suggested that offices should be established in places such as Geraldion,
Merredin, Katanning, and perhaps Esperance, in order that assessments may be made a little
closer to home and that every farmer who applies for assistance will be able to be visited at
his farm by an officer of RAFCOR. I hope the Premier will see fit to address that problem
and advise us of the answer as quickly as possible.
In conclusion I thank the Minister for Education, who accepted a deputation from the
Denmark School, led by me, and who, in recognition of the need in that region, has allocated
money to a rebuilding program at Denmark. I thank her for acknowledging the need for
improvements to the Mt Barker Senior Hibgh School. Some schools in the region I represent
have not received funding, including the Walpole Primary School; this is nor in my electorate
but many students within my electorate in the Denmark Shire attend that school. Other
schools within the area should also have received funding.
I was very pleased to see - as I know the member for Albany was, and he will elaborate upon
it later - an increase in funding for the wastewater treatment plant in the Albany region. The
member for Albany and I, and a number of other members from all parties who represent the
area, have spent time and effort in working with those involved with the development of that
upgrading project. II' this project can overcome the technical difficulties on the ground, it
will create desperately needed jobs in the Albany region.
About 21 per cent of people who are registered as unemployed in my electorate stare their
occupations as agricultural-based. Also, youth unemployment in this region is running at
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about 35 per cent. I find those figures very difficult to live with. It is vitally important that
the Government create jobs in capital works projects and create a good environment in which
business can operate. This Government must address these problems in a more realistic way.
It must show initiative and enterprise to create an environment in which business can look
forward positively and create the employment needed for many people, especially the young.
We must get unemployed people working. Nothing is more soul destroying than losing one's
job, or a young person leaving school and not being able to obtain a job. The Australian
ideal has always been that unemployment will be low and decision makers will create an
environment in which one can obtain a job, feed one's family, build a house and do the other
things we have come to cherish.
Last Wednesday I attended the opening of the Mt Barker Research Station by the Minister
for Agriculture. In his opening remarks he said that agriculture had suffered no cuts in the
Budget. To a certain extent that is true, and to a certain extent it is not - it is necessary to
look closely at the figures to see where the cuts have occurred. However, the Director of the
Department of Agriculture indicated in the Countryman this week that some research stations
face a reduction in staff. Either the Minister for Agriculture did not get his facts right, or a
lack of communication occurred between the Minister and his principal public servant. The
situation with research stations must be quickly cleared up, especially at a time when all our
efforts should be directed at upgrading our products. We must work to increase the yield of
our crops to achieve more positive results for rural Western Australia. The research stations
are at the forefront of productive initiatives and they must be properly funded - this is the last
area in agriculture which should receive cuts. Jn the past, research stations have made an
important contribution. For example, they have developed new swrains of wheat with
increased yields and produced clovers which have allowed more stock to be grazed per
hectare. These initiatives add value to the product. Greater efficiency can be achieved in the
wool industry through clip preparation and sheep breeding, and this will result in a better
product to meet, and develop new, market requirements. These developments are driven by
the research stations. The Minister must clarify the conflict of statements quickly because
we cannot allow research work to become staggered. The Minister was well received at the
meeting to which I referred, and he acknowledged that confidence must be restored in the
agricultural rural industry through a maintenance of the budgetary allocation.
I was disappointed to see the proposed new building for the Albany region had been omnittcd
from the Capital Works Program. That building has been high on the list of priorities for
some years, yet it seems to get the chop each year. Maybe the Minister was rolled in
Cabinet; at least he was honest enough to admit publicly that he was rolled on the disgraceful
Midland saleyard issue. No doubt we will debate that matter in this Parliament on another
occasion, so I will not dwell on it now. However, if the Minister was rolled on the proposed
new building at Albany, I am very sorry about that. I am sure he would have fought hard for
it. The workers in that area are working in deplorable conditions, and if the project had gone
ahead it would have created some desperately needed jobs for the area.
In conclusion, I am disappointed that the Government has not shown more initiative,
enterprise and foresight. Many operations in the community are just waiting to be kicked
along, and the Government has a responsibility to give them a push. This could have been
provided through the Budget; this was an important chance which has gone begging. I hope
that the Government wili see the folly of its ways and quickly reverse some of its decisions -
we cannot wait until next year for that to happen.
MR BRADSHAW (Wellington) [4.18 pm]: In my contribution to the Budget debate I shall
outline some of the abysmal things which are happening around this State as a result of the
mismanagement of this Government over the past eight or nine years. The situation is quite
atrocious. Ianm astounded that some members of Parliament who have been part of this
Government, Ministers and others, since 1983 are prepared to sit back and say nothing about
the mismanagement and misspending which have occurred in Western Australia during that
time. These people are prepared to take their pay although many hundreds of millions of
dollars have been lost. As was recently indicated by the Opposition, this is a per capita debt
of $5 500, and the servicing of that debt is obviously placing a great burden on the businesses
which are still operating.
As I said, Government members show no shame at all about the Government's activities.
During the past few weeks it has been revealed that many of the questionable deals, such as
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the petrochemical deal, were brought to Cabinet. However, one did not need to be in Cabinet
to realise that deal was a fake. Whether Cabinet was briefed accurately or inaccurately one
did not need to be too bright to realise that $400 million should not be spent on a company
with no value whatsoever. That was pointed out by some witnesses at the Royal
Commission hearing and admitted by Peter Dowding after he discovered Rothwells Ltd had
collapsed. The chickens are certainly coming home to roost now. In addition to the
astronomical debt burden on the people of Western Australia and future generations, we are
seeing the resultant downgrading of schools, woads and so on.
One example of the wrong direction the Government is taking, as was pointed out by the
member for Stirling, is the downgrading of research stations in Western Australia. Two of
those, Wokalup and Vasse research stations, are in the south west. In Wokalup it is proposed
that the staff be reduced from 14 to five.
Mr P.J. Smith: That is not correct; the station is losing four. If you read the rest of the article
in the paper -
Mr BRADSHAW: Does the member for Bunbury believe everything he reads in the paper?
Mr P.1. Smith: I believe what the Minister tells me.
Mr BRADSHAW: I have been informed by people who work at Wokalup. They were
spoken to by the south west regional director of agriculture.
Mr Pearce: What you are presenting is hearsay.
Mr BRADSHAW: The information came from people who are about to lose their jobs. The
Minister for the Environment could not care less that he is pan of this Government. He sits
in the House and laughs and is a disgrace to Western Australia. I visited some schools last
week and the Minister should see the state in which some of them exist.
Mr Pearce: It is a pity Harnsard cannot show you frothing at the mouth.
Mr BRADSHAW: The Minister for the Environment laughs. He is a disgrace to Western
Australia. If the member for Bunbury had any pride or guts he would resign. He is like the
rest of the members of the Government. He sat back and allowed mismanagement to take
place, such as the purchase of Petrochemical Industries Co Ltd, which had no value, for
$400 million. He allowed the Fremantle Gas and Coke Company to be sold for $20 million
too much.
Mr Pearce: What were you saying about Wokalup?
Mr BRADSHAW: The Wokalup research station is reducing its staff to five employees.
That will include the manager, two technical officers and two labourers. Wokalup research
station covers 2 000 acres, and as a result of staff cuts will provide only a care and
maintenance program. That amount of land requires a great deal of fencing; hay must be
harvested and cattle must be fed. Almost no research will be able to be undertaken.
Mr P.J. Smith: I presume you will ask the Minister for Agriculture tonight to provide you
with the facts.
Mr BRADSH-AW: The Wokalup research station is at the heart of the irrigation centre in the
south west and it should be preserved and maintained for future generations. The
Government must look past its nose. It cannot say that the station is not needed, because it
will be needed in five years' time. Furthermore, the irrigation system is becoming very
important for horticulture, citrus orchards and the traditional areas of dairy cattle and beef.
That service is being downgraded while the Vasse research station is losing three or four
employees - I am not sure of the exact number. The Vasse station is needed when we should
be putting more and more effort into research programs for the agricultural industry.
Another issue about which I am concerned is that an overall plan for staff reduction does not
seem to be in place, even though a response to a question I put to the Minister for Agriculture
indicated that it was. I asked whether the Department of Agriculture has a restructured
approach to reduce the number of employees. I wanted to know whether the Department of
Agriculture was reducing staff in each area by a few, or by the number of those who were
prepared to take redundancy packages. The member for Bunbury said that nobody would
lose his job. What about people who own homes or small farms in Harvey and who work at
the Wokalup research station? They may be told that they will not lose their jobs but they
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must work at Widgiemooliha or Denmark. What will they do? It will cost them a fortune to
sell up and move to those areas. The member for Bunbury is part of the Government which
lost the money that would keep chose people employed. What did he say when bad decisions
were made? He did not say a thing, but sat back and let it happen. He is as guilty as any of
the Ministers who took part in that mismanagement.
The Wokaup research station is very important because it is in the heart of the irrigation
system. Research is needed into grass and pasture management, as well as the horticultural
industry which is beginning to blossom in the south west. Very good programs have always
been undertaken at that station; for example, research into red globe grapes is taking place
there and I am sure many Other projects could be looked at in the future. I have also received
reliable information that the Wokalup research station is on the high priority list to be sold
eventually. That may not happen in the next two or three years, but I know that is the
Government's plan down the track. For example, last year it was on the Asset Management
Taskforce's for sale list. It was only after an outcry from the south west community that the
Minister insisted it be taken off the list, Its downgrading to five employees will ensure that it
will provide only a care and maintenance program.
It is also interesting that the dairy side of the Wokalup research station is to be eliminated.
That program currently returns about $170 000 a year. A dairy quota must be met which
brings in around $67 000 a year. I am sure that when the dairy side is transferred to Vasse,
where milking cows already exist but where no quota is met, a daily quota will be introduced
there. A shortfall in revenue of $100 000 will probably result. It seems that, to some extent,
the Department of Agriculture does not care. The south west region has been told that it
must reduce its budget by more than $400 000 over two years. If the Department of
Agriculture received any of that revenue - it goes into the Consolidated Revenue Fund - the
department may give serious thought to maintaining that production. However, because it
must reduce its staff it will consider any area in which it can do that. Unfortunately one of
those areas is the dairy section at the Wokalup research station.
In October last year when I asked how many people were employed in the Department of
Agriculture, I was informed that the number was 1 849. In reply to my question about how
many worked in the metropolitan area I was told, surprise, surprise, the number was 1 009.
That represents about 60 per cent of people in the Department of Agriculture. The
Government has talked about decentralisation, but it reduces its employees in the country.
One would expect it would examine closely the numbers in the metropolitan area. Most
agricultural pursuits ar in the country, not in the metropolitan area. I find chat situation
ironic and it should be examined. Surely when reducing staff numbers consideration should
be given to dispensing with some of the bureaucrats rather than the workers on the ground. I
recall that years ago, during staff cutbacks in the Agriculture Protection Board, the person
who lost his job in the Harvey area was the person doing the spraying and trying to control
the foxes. The people higher up the ladder were not made redundant. I find that incredible.
The workers will have to leave the Wokalup and Vasse regional stations. It is all very well
for the member for Bunbury to say that that is all right and that those workers will not be
sacked but will be offered redundancies. Some workers may want to accept redundancy
packages but the rest of them may not want to leave the Wokalup or Harvey areas because
many of them are settled there with their families. Same of them were even born and bred in
the area. It is a joke when the member says that they will not lose their jobs. If a person is
asked to work in Widgiemooltha and he does not accept that position it is goodbye for him -
the curtain comes down - because there are no jobs now, thanks to the Government,
The Government also proposes to introduce bore licence fees in agricultural industries.
Presently, the agricultural industry is not in tip cop shape, with downturns occurring in every
facet of the industry, yet the Government has decided to introduce bore licence fees because
it costs approximately $3 million a year to manage underground water resources. There have
always been costs associated with the management of underground water resources and when
I asked the Chief Executive Officer of the Western Australian Water Authority recently what
the reason was for introducing bore licence fees he mentioned the cost of managing the
underground water. The Government's Press release stated that the bore licence fees will
vary from $150 to $1 200, and I told him that if the 13 000 bore owners in rural Western
Australia were charged $300, approximately $4 million would be derived from those fees. I
also asked whether that would mean that the fee would be dropped from somewhere else and
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he said that it would not. In other words, this is a new tax on the people of Western
Australia.
Mr Lewis: Absolutely, and it's the thin edge of the wedge because the country and
commercial users are paying and those in the metropolitan area are benefiting. That is the
deception.
Mr BRADSHAW: Yes, and the fees will be completely discriminatory because people with
domestic bores - in the metropolitan area where all the voters are - will be excluded. Imagine
the outcry if the 4.0 000 bore owners in the metropolitan area were hit with bore licence fees.
Not only are bore licence fees wrong but also they discriminate against those people in
industry.
Mr Clarko: Isn't it also true that in the Budget papers a statement was made by the Treasurer
that no new (axes would be introduced?
Mr BRADSHAW: flat is right. The Press release from our beloved Treasurer - one of the
people in the Cabinet when the Government was throwing away hundreds of millions of
dollars of Western Australian taxpayers' money - of 12 June 1991 states -

Water, sewerage and drainage rates also will fall in real terms rising by only
four per cent from I July.

The next thing that happened was that the irrigation rates at Harvey increased by 40 per cent.
Perhaps the Government forgot to add the zero in the Press release. I doubt that because the
figure is spelt out in the words "four" and 40 cannot be made out of "four'. There is a
36 per cent difference between four per cent and 40 per cent. Also, other increases in the
south west have been higher than four per cent and, as the member for Marmnion indicated,
the Treasurer said that there would be no new taxes. That is a load of rubbish because there
certainly will be and bore licence fees is one of them.
Also interesting are the statements being made by the Minister for Health about the state of
the current health system - how bad it is and how Western Australia is being dictated to by
the Federal Government. It is ironic that the same Minister was part of the 1983 Government
which approved and supported the complcmentary legislation for the introduction of
Medicare.
Mrs Beggs: The philosophy and content of Medicare is a good one.
Mr BRADSHAW: It is a disaster!
Mrs Beggs: It is not a disaster.

Mr BRADSH-AW: It is a fiasco, and when the legislation was debated the Opposition
pointed out the three things that would happen in Western Australia when Medicare was
introduced. Firstly, the Opposition said that queues would develop and within one to three
years queues began forming at hospitals in Western Australia. The Opposition said,
secondly, that costs would blow out and, thirdly, that services would be reduced.
Mr Shave: Don't you support what the Minister for Health has been saying?
Mrs Beggs: Yes.
Mr Shave: He says it is a disaster and you agree with him.
Mrs Beggs: Hie has not said it is a disaster at al.
Mr Lewis: He said it is no longer working.
Mr BR.ADSHAW: Does the Minister for Transport think that it is good for people with
aches and pains to queue at hospitals? The former Minister for Health, Barry Hodge, said at
the time the legislation was debated -

I think Medicare will be a marvellous scheme and I support it strongly as do other
Government members. However, I accept that it is their right on an ideological basis
to object to Medicare.

Mrs Beggs: Your brother lied it.
Mr BRADSHAW: He did not.
Mrs Beggs: He operated under it.
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Mr Clarko: He had to operate under it,
Mrs Beggs: He did not have to. He was not compelled to operate under Medicare.
Mr BRADSHAW: He was like the rest of us. He had to accept it whether he lied it or not.
Mrs Beggs- He was not forced into it.
Mr BRADSHAW: If a medical practitioner is under financial pressure he must operate
under Medicare.
Mr Wiese: I would like to claim my doctor's expenses back from HBF but I can't, I have to
go to Medicare. You say I am not forced into it. You do not know what you are talking
about.
Mrs Beggs: We are talking about doctors here.
Mr BRADSHAW: There is no difference because everybody is forced into the Medicare
system. I said in this place in 1983 -

In the Gallup Poll to which 1 referred earlier, Western Australians showed they did
not want a monopoly such as Medicare will create. Seventy one per cent said they
disapproved of the Medicare system ...

Mrs Henderson: We have had a Federal election since then.
Mr BRADSHAW: Governments do not win elections on the issue of Medicare alone. There
are all sorts of reasons that people vote for parties at elections. The Leader of the Opposition
in 1983, Ray O'Connor, also said -

It will be necessary for them to be in private insurance so that they can be assured of
getting a bed.

He was right. What is happening now is that those who can afford private health insurance
benefit and those whose interests the Government is supposedly looking after are more
disadvantaged. Those who can afford insurance are still being looked after.
Mr CiJ. Bamnett: Labor Governments always hurt the poor.
Mrs Henderson: Do you support the Federal Opposition's moves to take people off the dole
after nine months? That is certainly disadvantaging the poor.
Mr BRADSHAW: The Government has also advocated that policy. The Minister for Health
in 1983 also said -

I advise the member for South Perth that the Commonwealth in no shape or form is
responsible for managing the State hospital system; I am.

That is a little bit at odds with the current Minister for Health who indicated the other day
that the State Government is being dictated to by the Federal Government. Is that not true?
Mr Wilson: That is true.
Mr BRADSHAW: We were misled when the Medicare legislation was introduced in 1983
by the then Minister for Health. He was certainly misguided and not thinking too well
because he also said.-

We have an excess capacity in a number of Government hospitals at present, so we
will be able to cope with any increased demand. The Commonwealth will
compensate us for any increased activity in Government hospitals, and this
compensation will involve the appointment of additional staff.

I do not think we have received any additional funding since 1983. It really is ironic when
one considers what was said in 1983 and what is actually happening now.
In its Budget the Federal Government proposed a $3.50 fee for a visit to the doctor and it is
interesting that Hon Barry HModge said, when he was the State Minister for Health -

I support the proposal put forward by Dr Blewetr that there should not be gap
insurance, and I do so for good reason. Many people say that if patients are not asked
to make any sort of contribution to their medical bill, they will tend to overuse the
system.

I could not follow his argument because on the one hand he said that he wanted all doctors to
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bulk bill and on the other hand he was saying that there should not be gap insurance.
Hon Barry Hodge said in a debate in this House in 1983 -

The member for South Perth predicted that long waiting lists would occur at
Government hospitals as a result of Medicare.

He also said -

Firstly. I make the point that if the member for South Perth is saying there are long
queues for elective surgery in Government hospitals at present, he is not con-ect. If
he is saying there will be long queues for elective surgery in Government hospitals as
a result of Medicare, I indicate he is making an unduly pessimistic prediction.

The Opposition was pessimistic about Medicare then because it could see what would
happen. Prior to 1984 the pensioners and the unemployed were looked after by the
Government and other people had to take out private health insurance. Low income earners
received a subsidy for their health insurance from the Government.
Mr Wilson: What would have happened if Western Australia had not agreed to enter into the
Medicare agreement?
Mr BRADSHAW: Queensland tried to do that and a similar thing to what the Federal
Moinister for Transport is doing now to Western Australia occurred; that is, he is trying to
blackmail us by saying this State will not be funded.
Mr Wilson: That is what would have happened.
Mr BRADSHAW: I know, but that is blackmail.

Mr Wilson: That is what every Federal Government has done to State Governments - it does
not apply to the current Federal Government only.

Mr Shave: It is nice to see that the Minister's conscience has finally got to him on this issue.
We were encouraging him and we are pleased the situation has developed to the stage where
he is making a rational judgment.
Mr Wilson: I think my judge will be a higher judge than you.

Several members interjected.
Mr BRADSHAW: I was trying to explain what would happen if Western Australia had not
agreed to Medicare. The Queensland Government said it did not want a bar of Medicare and
the Federal Government responded by sayin~g that it would withdraw Federal funds for that
State's health system.
Mr Wilson: I held out for as long as I could when the agreement was renegotiated a couple
of years ago and eventually the Government was told that if it held out any longer it would
miss out on funds.
Mr BRADSHAW: It is quite wrong for the Federal Government to adopt that attitude. It
should adopt the attitude that if State Governments want to run their own health systems it
will provide the same allocation of funds as it would for the Medicare system. This State
would have run it better than the Federal Government. All the Federal and State Labor
Parties had to do was to revert to the system which prevailed prior to 1984. It would have
retained the balance between the private and public hospital systems. The situation today is
that private hospitals are underutilised and public hospitals are bulging at the seams. The
beds in the public hospitals are never vacant because as soon as one patient leaves the
hospital another patient is admitted.
Mr Wilson: Do you know what would happen under a Federal Liberal Government?
Mr Blaikie: We certainly know what happens under a Federal Labor Government.
Several members interjected.
Mr Wilson: Do you know what happens under State Liberal Governments? I am referring to
the only State Liberal Government in this country.
Several members interjected.
Mrs Beggs: In America one has to have his head cut off before he can be admitted to
hospital.
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Mr BRADSHAW: The amazing thing about America is that the statistics show that
12 per cent of its gross domestic product goes to its health services while in Australia it is
between seven and eight per cent. I find that rather strange because we have a far superior
health system in Australia -

Mr Wilson: You should get your economic argument right. Because America is spending a
higher amount of its GDP on health services than is Australia, it does not mean it has a better
health service.
Mr BRADSHAW: I was about to say that in spice of Medicare Australia has a better health
system than the United States of America. Perhaps the United States has a different way of
working out its percentages of GDP than does Australia. I know that its health system is
atrocious and chat Australia's is a superior system.
Mrs Beggs: You are talking about a consumption tax for health and medical services. What
will that do to prescriptions?
Mr BRADSHAW: I guess like all things there will be an extra payment.
Mrs Beggs: Is that right? That is very interesting.
Mr BRADSHAW: The package will be released next year.
Mr Wiese: What will Keating do with it?

Several members interjected.
Mr Wilson: The National Party is not too keen about it.
Mr Wiese: We will look at both sides.
Mr BRADSHAW: Wait until they see the package and they will go for it in a big way!
Mrs Beggs: I am amazed you criticise us for supporting Medicare when you are giving
wholesale support to something you don't know the details of.
Mr BR.ADSHAW: I did not say that: I said wait until the package is released.
I come back to the health saga in Western Australia. The patients' assisted travel scheme is
bothering some people in this State. The Government is correct in crying to direct patients to
specialists in country areas, and I support its actions in principle. However, I do not agree
with the Government's telling patients who have been visiting a particular specialist for
many years that they must stop doing so and attend the specialist who practices closest to
them if they want to receive funding from the PAT scheme. Will the Government continue
to move in that direction or will country people have the opportunity to visit a specialist of
their choice?
Mr Wilson: You must find a balance between supporting specialist services in the country
and people travelling to the city to visit specialists. You cannot put the emphasis on either; a
balance must be found- If we want to promote and encourage health services in the country
we must do everything we can to assist that. It is better to have a system weighted in favour
of more specialist services closer to people in the country than of encouraging people to
come to the city. That is where the judgment has to be made.
Mr BRADSHAW: I agree in principle. However, the Minister knows that people develop art
affinity for a particular doctor. This makes it difficult for a person who has been going to
one doctor for several years to change.
Mr Wilson: How does one make a distinction? Does one allow one person to go to the city
because he has an affinity with a particular doctor while saying to another person that he
must go to the closest doctor in the country because we are promoting specialist services in
the country?
Mr BRADSHAW: I do not see a problem as that service has not been available before.
Mr Wilson: Specialists will not go to the country unless they have sufficient patients to
make it worth their while. flat is the other factor the member must consider.
Mr BRADSHAW: I do not agree with that. I agree with getting patients to country
specialists, but people who have an affinity with a particular specialist should be allowed to
continue with that specialist. About a week ago I was at a briefing by Deloicte Ross
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Tohmaxsu on the metropolitan health service. I thought at first ic was not a bad thing but I
later asked myself what it had achieved. However, I have not yet seen the paper.
Mr Wilson: Copies are freely available.
Mr BRADSHAW: I have not seen one.
Mr Wilson: It should have been sent to the member.
Mr BRADSHAW: That briefing outlined the fact that two things will happen in the
metropolitan area. First, the hospital boards will go and three regional boards will be
established in the metropolitan area. The idea is to have an overall board chat will work out
the way in which hospitals are administered. I do not see a great problem with that,
particularly if people with expertise will be on the board and its members will not be political
appointees as they are currently. We need people with expertise in accounting, business
management and similar sorts of things to be on the board. That is a great idea as such
people know what they are talking about. The main thing to come from that briefing was
that there will be a rationalisation of hospital services. I asked whether that meant that the
Royal Perth Hospital would, for instance, perform all heart surgery while Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital would perform all eye surgery, and so on. I was told that would not be the
case and that there would be a rationalisation of services resulting in lower key operations
going to peripheral hospitals. I asked whether those hospitals could handle those operations.
I gained the impression from answers given that the peripheral hospitals are already working
at capacity. I am therefore unsure what the report has achieved.
Mr Wilson: The member has missed the point. He should go to the briefing presently being
arranged for Opposition members. What is proposed is open for comment at the moment.
We will have a community health system and a whole range of services based on the needs
of the population in each area and not just hospital services. This will bring the whole range
of health services together according to the needs of the population. It is the real principle
behind the idea. The member should read the paper.
Mr B3RADSHAW: I have not received a copy.
Mr Wilson: The member will get one.
Mr BRADSHAW: I have been critical previously because $1 million was spent on this
report. A person, I think Peter Howe from the Health Department, was already working on a
similar report and I am sure he had the expertise to prepare that report at a lower cost.
Another area of concern to me is marine pollution. I am not referring here to such things as
ships breaking up and losing their oil, although that is another matter dear to my heart about
which extra effort should be made. I am talking about pollution from boats, such as effluent.
1 asked the Minister for the Environment the following question -

(1) Does the Environmental Protection Authority test the ocean waters around
Rottriest Island for effluent levels?

(2) If so, what are the results?
(3) Has any investigation been canred out to establish if boat owners discharge

effluent into the ocean near Rottnest Island?
The answer to questions (l)-(2) was -

No. However, I am advised that the Rortnest Island Authority has undertaken some
monitoring off Point Clune. The Hon Minister for Tourism can be approached to
provide this inform-ation.

I think we will all be surprised when we find out what sort of effluent is being discharged
from boats when people are on their summer holidays at Rottnest Island. The answer to
question (3) was -

Not by the EPA. However, the Rottnest Island Authority and the Department of
Marine and Harbours have actively encouraged boat owners to use shore-based
facilities, and not to use trough-the-hull toilets in Rottuest Waters.

I am sure many people take notice of that. I also asked the Minister for Transport the
following question -
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(1) What sewage pump out facilities are available in the Swan River, Fremantle
and Rottnesc Island for boat owners?

The reply to that question was -

There are no sewage pump out facilities available in the Swan River, Fremantle and
Rortnest Island for private boat owners.
The Department of Marine and Harbours provides a sewage pump out facility at
Barrack Street Jetty for commercial passenger vessels using the river.

What are people with boats doing with their sewage, because there are obviously no facilities
close by where they can pump out their tanks? I would say that most boats have through-the-
hull toilets; even if they had storage tanks no pump out facilities are available. An effluent
problem exists in the Swan River, and at Rotrnest Island during peak periods. It is a sin that
there is no proper monitoring of this problem or proper pump our facilities available to
ensure that boat owners use those facilities rather than using through-the-hull toilets.
I commenced my speech today by saying that the chickens are coming home to roost due to
the mismanagement of this Government, which has accrued enormous debts which will have
to be paid by future generations of Western Australians. Our schools are deteriorating. We
visited a few schools in the Swan Hills electorate last week. Some were good, but others
were in poor condition with tomn carpets and the paint peeling from their gutters. We are
trying to teach the children of Western Australia to live in good conditions and not throw
rubbish around yet they have to attend substandard schools as a result of this Government's
mismanagement.
Mr P.J. Smith: You should congratulate the Government on the money we are putting in this
year.
Mr BRADSHAW: That is a joke! Last year about $28 million or $29 million was spent.
The expenditure this year is only $5 million or $6 million over last year's, and that went
nowhere.
Mr P.J. Smith: Each school can do its own maintenance.
Mr BRADSH-AW: About $1.5 million is going out to schools on special projects. How far
does the member think that will go over the whole of Western Australia?
Mr P.1. Smith: It will be up to each individual school.
Mr BRADSHAW: It will take more than that to paint the gutters on the school we saw.
Mrs Beggs: This was $76 million.
Mr BRADSHAW: I am not talking about $76 million. That is over two years. As I have
pointed our on several occasions, at Harvey Agricultural Senior High School only two-fifths
of the recreational centre has been built, and it has been like that for about seven years. If
that money had not been wasted that building would have been finished by now. I can bet
the Minister's schools have assembly areas.
Mrs Beggs: One of the P & C associations raised an enormous amount of money to enclose
the assembly area.
Several members interjected.
Mr BRADSHAW: flat is a disgrace!
Mrs Beggs: They are very proud of their school. They are very proud of the fact that the
Government provided the school very early in the piece so there was no overcrowding, and
they are more than happy with it.
Mr BR.ADSHAW: The way the Government is running the State the P & C association will
soon have to pay the teachers, not just provide covered assembly areas.
Mrs Beggs: Rubbish!
Mr BRADSHAW: It is not, because there will be no money left in the cookie jar to pay
them.
Mr Strickland: Nor only is maintenance cumulative, but if you do not do it fairly quickly it
will also become much more expensive to rectify. That is where you have fallen down.
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Mr BRADSHAW: With those few words I conclude my speech.
MR FRED TUBBY (Roleystone) [5.02 pmJ: As far as the education sector is concerned,
this Budget is rather a mixed bag. At first glance the increase of 2.8 per cent appears to
cover the education needs of this State, but when we look at it more closely, we find distinct
weaknesses in certain areas. To carry on from where the member for Wellington finished, a
lot of nonsense has been spoken about school maintenance and refurbishments since the
Budget speech two weeks ago. The Treasurer announced that something in the order of
$70 million extra would be provided for school maintenance, spread over two years. That
was to come out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund Budget- Normally we spend about
$20 mrillion on school maintenance as pant of the CRF Budget. School maintenance is
completely different from refurbishment. The school maintenance sector of the Education
budget is concerned with minor faults such as when electric globes need replacing - any
minor faults which occur around the school, either electrical or mechanical. We also have
unprogrammed maintenance.
For example, if there is a spate of vandalism, or a school bums down, or a tree falls on a
building or whatever, those axe unprograrnmed maintenance items and they come out of that
budget. Programmed maintenance items also come out of that budget. These are items
which are not to do with the buildings themselves but with the fixtures and fittings within the
buildings, such as the maintenance of gas heaters, which were blowing up in Albany two
years ago, the maintenance on refrigerators, and the maintenance on a whole range of
equipment which needs to be carried out on a regular, cyclic basis. People from the Building
Management Authority are employed to go around and do these things. Last year these areas
were ignored. They were put off for this Budget. All we are doing is catching up on the
backlog Of all those programmed, unprogrammed and fault rectifications which we did not
attend to last year. That is where the $36 million is going. It is not going on the
refurbishment of schools, and that is where people become confused. The refurbishment of
schools comes out of the General Loan and Capital Works Budget, along with new school
buildings, new schools, additions and extensions to schools and refurbishments of old
buildings. Over the last eight or nine years this Government has concentrated solely on
building new schools and extending existing schools. Especially since 1987, the
Government has not attended to the refurbishment of old buildings, and they are becoming
dilapidated at a rapid rate. That extra $70 million does not address that area of refurbishing
old buildings. That is the furphy which the Minister is spreading around the community.
She is saying that the extra $70 million over two years will solve those problems. It will not
It has nothing to do with it. because they come out of capital works.
The other day I was at Greenmount Primary School with the member for Wellington. That
school has been promised $1.1 million in this General Loan and Capital Works ]Budget. The
member for S wan Hills had a piece in the local rag to say th at $ 1. 1 mill Iion was al located for
Greenmount Primary School. The people in Greenmount may think that some of that money
is to be used to refurbish their old buildings. We have news for them: It will not. It will be
used for extensions to the school or new buildings. It will not be used for refurbishing the
school but for new buildings, and there is a little difference. Of that $1.1 million which the
member proudly announced in his local newspaper, $200 000 will be creamed straight off the
top and go to the Building Management Authority. Another $150 000 will go in consultancy
fees. What we will finish up with is about $750 000 for capital works. We are using the
General Loan and Capital Works Budget to help fund the day to day running of the BMA.
The sum of $200 000 from the General Loan and Capital Works Budget is supposed to be
spent on Greenmount Primary School, but it will go direct to the BM.A.
Mr MacKinnon: That is called creative accounting.
Mr FRED TUBBY: That is exactly right! Other areas, such as motor vehicles, which used
to be purchased out of the CRY Budget, are now slotted across to the General Loan and
Capital Works Budget. We are shifting funding from the CRF Budget into the General Loan
and Capital Works Budget. We are not doing the amount of capital works with that sum of
money which should be done in this State. It is a furphy, and the Government should be
condemned for misleading the people. It is telling the community how many extra jobs will
be created. One does not create a lot of jobs by replacing the Government's fleet of cars
from the General Loan and Capita] Works Budget. We have a huge backlog in capital
works, and we are not attending to it. Sooner or later we will have to attend to the general
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maintenance and refurbishment of schools. Unfortunately it will be our Government which
will have to pick up this legacy and run with it.
I was very pleased with the Treasurer's announcement on Sunday about the changes mooted
for the curriculum for years 11I and 12. Over the last 10 years Federal and State
Governments have been concentrating on retaining students at school to complete years 11I
and 12. 1 do not know why bath these Governments have been hell-bent on retaining
students in years 11I and 12, but they have. The motivating force seems to be that if these
students stay on for an extra two years they are more likely to get jobs. Not a lot of thought
has been put into the courses these students are doing; many students have been attracted to
returning to school but the opportunities have not been there for them to do courses they are
interested in or courses they can put to use later on in the work force. The Treasurer has put
forward a very pleasing innovation - and not before time. We cannot afford to continue
directing our students towards the Tertiary Entrance Examination because we do not have the
places in the tertiary sector to accommodate everyone who wishes to go on. We must make
alternative arrangements. I am sure that the changes outlined by the Treasurer will address
that issue. I am, however, concerned about resourcing, Not a lot is indicated in the Budget
regarding where the funds will be found. The Treasurer has stated that this year the
Government will provide an extra $2 million. Where will that come from? What will be cut
and from where in order to allocate the $2 million? I was involved in a debate this morning
on the radio with the responsible Minister. She did not indicate the source of the funds; she
said that the teachers were already at the schools, as are the students, and that minor changes
would be made. We do not need minor changes; we must have significant changes, and
significant changes will require resourcing. Resourcing requires funding, and I do not
anticipate that funding will be available. That concerns me. In 1987, the unit curriculum
system was introduced in pilot schools without much resourcing. In 1988, without any
research on the pilot programs - or anything else - the unit curriculum system was
implemented across the State for years 8 to 10. The system was completely under-resourced.
High school teachers and schools were put under enormous pressure in trying to cope with
radical changes to the curriculum. The schools are still suffering as a consequence because
resources have not been made available since the introduction of the system in 1988.
Dr Gallop: If the member's argument is valid, he would agree that the system should be
piloted in schools.
Mr FRED TUBBY: I agree that the system should be piloted, and that we should consider
the outcomes. We should consider how we can improve the situation for the next group of
pilot schools. However, we should think ahead three years to when the system is
implemented across the State. Funding should be provided up-front, not only for pilot
schools next year but also for the year after, and for the whole State the year after that. That
will need the provision of funding up-front, here and now.
Mr PSJ. Smith: The unit curriculum system was undertaken in private schools for year 8
students, followed by years 9 and 10 students. It took three years. It was not resourced
enough, and the pilot scheme needed more time.
Mr FRED TLJBBY: I thank the member for that comment. While pursuing this course with
the upper school curriculum, in another area the Government is cutting back. One pathway
mentioned in the Treasurer's speech related to hospitality and tourism. The future of
Western Australia rests with tourism. Western Australia is a tremendous State, and we
should attract and cater for tourists. Hospitality and tourism is a growth industry and it is one
pathway the Government will offer year 11I and 12 students in the new curriculum.
However, while doing that in secondary schools, the situation is different in technical and
further education. At the Fremantle Technical College last year cutbacks were made in the
hospitality and tourism courses. The students were turfed out before they had finished their
courses. They were told to go to Bentley Technical College but because no extra places were
provided they could not get in. They tried Carine Technical College but no extra classes
were created there either. So, the students were left floundering. If we recognise that
tourism and hospitality is the way to go - and in secondary schools we are encouraging
students towards that pathway by saying that employment opportunities will be available in
that area - why is TAFE cutting back on hospitality arid tourism at Fremantle without
providing extra resources at Bentley or Carine?
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Last Thursday I received a letter signed by all teachers at the Bentley College of TAPE in the
hospitality and tourism sector. The teachers were complaining about further cutbacks in their
area, and asked for my assistance in their protest. Last Sunday we heard an announcement
by the Treasurer that hospitality and tourism represented a new pathway for years I11 and 12
in the new upper school curriculum. The Government's left hand does not know what its
right hand is doing. The Government closes down one area and opens up another. What an
enormous waste of resources. I do not know whether members opposite have been to
Fremantle, Bentley or Carine Technical Colleges and looked at the facilities available for
courses in hospitality. Those facilities are incredible; they include restaurants and
magnificent kitchens.
Mr CiJ. Barnett; I have eaten there. They do a good job.
Mr FRED TUBBY: They do an excellent job but they are underutilised and under-resourced
because TAFE has cut back. Therefore, we have expensive capital facilities being
underutilised in TAFE colleges. However, year I I and 12 students will be offered the
pathway of hospitality and tourism.
Mr Cordon Hill: If members tried to book in at one of the dining rooms they would find that
the dining rooms were full most of the time.
Mr FRED TUJBBY: That is not to say that the courses are fully occupied. Students must
practise on someone so they use the dining rooms, which are fully occupied. That is not to
say that the courses use the facilities to the fullest extent. The facilities are underutilised and
under-resourced. The Government intends to replicate these facilities at high schools and at
senior secondary colleges. That will be a waste. It may look good for the TAFE budget to
meet its meagre rations each year but what does that do for the Education budget? It
represents a saving in one area and a blow-out of expenditure in another. The Government
must consider education across the board and stop trying to pigeonhole expenditure into
various areas. Unless this is done, the bureaucrats in TAPE will try to work within their
budget by pushing as much as they can across to high schools; the high schools will be left
with nowhere to go. Therefore, the Education budget will blow out. We will need to
replicate resources, and that will be an absolute waste. The Government should think about
what it plans to do, and it should think very carefully.
In her announcement the Treasurer also stated that she expected an improvement in the
provision of telecommunications and technology for students in country and remote areas. I
applaud that initiative. I was in Lake Grace two weeks ago for the Isolated Parents and
Children Association conference. We witnessed a demonstration of innovations in
technology which would benefit students attending isolated schools, and how the students
could gain the benefits of experienced, qualified teachers in larger centres via the
telecommunications network. The students will not need a teacher at Jerrarnungup to learn
French or Japanese. The teacher could be at a regional centre, attached to a large high
school, and the students at Jerramungup or Lake Grace - or any other isolated school - could
benefit through the latest technology. I applaud that initiative. The distance education centre
operates through the Golden West Network. A science program goes to air every week to
remote areas. Schools use the programs, as do children on isolated properties. However, at
the same time as the Treasurer stated that the Government would improve the use of
technology and telecommunications to country areas, she wiped out the place that powers the
whole system; that is, West Ed Media services. There is no correlation between the actions
of either hand of Government. The Treasurer stated that she would go in one direction and
the Minister for Education said that we did not need them any more; we would chop that. It
is needed and will be needed if the requirements as outlined by the Treasurer for year 11 and
12 courses in country areas are to be met. We need West Ed Media services and the
Government should not be cutting that service- Not enough thought or planning has gone
into the cuts.
The Treasurer also mentioned external assessment and some moderation of these courses,
because most Courses will be operated through the schools. The Secondary Education
Authority will be lumbered with that responsibility. The Government has cut the budget of
the Secondary Education Authority this year by $200 000. That meant the authority could do
one of two things: it could either not moderate correctly across secondary schools or it could
not use the same amount of resources to mark the TEE papers that are completed by the
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students. The authority chose to cut back on the number of markers of TEE papers. I do not
blame the SEA for making that decision, I blame the Government for not giving it the
resources it requires to maintain the standards of marking it has maintained in the past. It is
the Government at fault, not the SEA for making the best of a bad deal. Given the cut of
$200 000 this year and the mooted changes for years 11I and 12, there will be an even greater
need for the SEA to be involved in the development of courses, in the moderation of courses,
and in the external assessment of some of these courses. Quite aside from the marking of
TEE papers, why am we cutting back on resources to the SEA by $200 000? Surely the
authority should be helping to implement and develop courses. Once again the left hand is
doing something and the right hand knows nothing about it. There has been no planning or
coordination and we are going round and round in circles. The Treasurer is making
tremendous speeches in the public arena which are applauded by industry, the Western
Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the general public, me and everybody else.
However, when we look at the statements we see that many of them are simply empty
rhetoric. What is being proposed is great, but it is doubtful whether the resources to back it
up will be forthcoming, and the existing resources are being underutilised, cut back or closed
down. We need those resources to make this piece of rhetoric work. The Government stands
condemned for the cuts it has made in those areas.
Another area that is a smack in the face for country people is school bus contracts. I am not
sure of the exact number but I believe there are seven school bus inspectors in the State. I
was a country school principal for 10 or 12 years before I came to Penh and I relied on those
inspectors regularly inspecting all the school buses. As the principal responsible for those
contracts I knew that those buses complied with a certain standard and that they had been
inspected, and I could have confidence they were safe and efficient. I did not have to worry
about those buses because experts carried out that task for me. This Budget cuts out the
services of school bus inspectors. The Government is asking overworked, overburdened
police officers in country areas - and many country towns do not have police officers - to
inspect the school buses. Police officers in country areas, particularly in one man stations,
are on call practically 24 hours a day and have enough to do with their time without having
the onerous task of inspecting school buses. They are not even qualified to do that. They
may not conduct t inspections but they will have responsibility for the inspections. They
might farm out the task of conducting the inspection to the local garage. In some areas
where school buses run there is no local garage, and the member for Merredin could
probably confirm that Mt Walker has three buses - or at least it did when I was principal -
and the nearest garage is 32 kilometres away at Narembeen. In many country towns which
have a garage it is the garage which runs the school buses. That is a very cost effective way
to operate. They have all the facilities on tap; the mechanic can drive the bus or the garage
can employ women from the community to drive the bus for them. We are asking Caesar to
judge Caesar if we are expecting garages to carry out inspections on their own buses. In
order to cut seven jobs in the head hunt that the Treasurer is conducting, that whole service
will disappear. Parents in country areas should be jumping up and screaming about these
cuts. We will not have a standard ight across the State for school buses; it will depend on
the standard of the local police officer or garage proprietor, and in many cases the local
garage operates the bus service. That is a cut this State cannot afford to make as we are
talking about safety and the efficiency of the school bus system.
Mr McNee: The policeman would not necessarily know about kingpins on a bus.
Mr FRED TUBBY: A policeman would not know and hopefully the mechanics at the local
garage would, but if they are operating the bus service how closely will they check the
kingpins? Not too closely if it will cost them a few dollars.
Mr P.J. Smith: You are being unfair to the police and to the garages.
Mr FRED TUJBBY: The member for Bunbury and his Government are being unfair to the
police by asking them to do a job that they are not qualified to do, a job that they should not
have to do. Just to save a few dollars in the Education budget the Government will have to
increase the Police budget. Once again the left hand does not know what the right hand is
doing. We will save some money in education and handball it across to the Police
Department, and if the Police Department cannot do the task somehow it will have to get the
local garages to do it. Where are the cost savings?
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Mr P.J. Smith: The police could do it; they have those skills.
Mr Pearce: They check all the other vehicles except for school buses.
Mr FRED TUBBY: Do all the vehicles in the State get checked? I did not realise they did.
Mr Pearce: The Police Department has vehicle checking sections.
Mr FRED TUB BY: Where is the policeman at Mt Walker?
Mr Pearce: The member for Roleystone is saying that the Police Department is incapable of
checking to ensure that vehicles are safe. The member is saying this is a safety issue.
Mr FRED TUBBY: I am saying that the police are not even there. Not every school in the
country that has a bus service has a policeman waiting to inspect the bus.
Mr Pearce: It does not have a school inspector either.
Mr FRED TUB BY: It does, because an inspector comes around on a regular basis.
Mr Pearce: That is a different matter.
Mr FRIED TUBBY:'The Government is doing away with the service; they are not going to
be there.
Mr Pearce: The police will come around the same way as the school bus inspectors did.
Mr FRED TUBBY: Instead of chasing juvenile delinquents and all their other duties will the
police be travelling around the country inspecting school buses?

[Questions without notice taken.]
Sitting suspended from 6.01 to 730 pm

Mr FRED TUBBY: Prior to the dinner suspension the Leader of the House was explaining
how it would be more cost effective to use the police to patrol country areas and inspect
school buses than for the Ministry of Education to provide its own school bus inspectors.
Mr Pearce: I was pointing out that you were constantly complaining about duplication. Here
is a clear case of duplication which the Government has made into monoplication and you
are complaining about it. We want to know your position. Are you in favour of duplication
or not?
Mr FRED TUBBY: Does the Leader of the House believe the police in country areas have
the time and resources to travel around inspecting school buses on a regular basis in order to
make sure they are safe and efficient?
Mr Pearce: The police have the job of making sure that the vehicles on our roads are safe.
One separate subset of that is school bus inspectors. We have simply put them all together.
Are you not in favour of cutting out duplication?
Mr FRED TUBBY: Are the police in favour of picking up the tab?
Mr Pearce: I do not know the answer to that.
Mr FRED TUBBY: I bet the Leader of the House does not! This is another handball job.
The Ministry of Education wants to cut back, so it is handballing this task to the Police
Department, which is not able to meet the pit-election. promise of employing an extra 1 000
officers in the next three or four years. The Police budget is unable to meet the overtime
requirements of the Police Force at the moment, and police vehicles are well and truly in
need of replacement because of the mileage they have clocked up, yet another duty is being
handballed to the overworked country police officers. That is not right or fair, and the
system is not operating as efficiently as it was before.
Mr Pearce: So you are in favour of duplication.
Mr FRED TUBBY: Why should police officers who are trying to maintain law and order
inspect school buses when people who are not police officers can be employed to do that?
Mr Pearce: Why not have a separate group of inspectors for trucks or motor cycles?
Mr FRED TUBBY: They do not inspect all vehicles.
Mr Pearce: They inspect many vehicles.
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Mr FRED TUBBY: In this State we do not have a mandatory inspection of vehicles at any
given rime. Only when a vehicle's licence becomes overdue or a vehicle is new is it taken to
a police vehicle inspection depot and inspected. The police do not roam round inspecting
buses and cars on a regular basis, yet the Government proposes now that uniformed police
officers patrol country areas inspecting school buses. I do not believe that is proper. Other
people can do that job and it is an imposition on the Police budget simply to save a little
money in the Education budget.
Mr Pearce: Are you prepared to carry your support of duplication into other areas of
duplication of Government services?
Mr FRED TUlBBY: I do not see it as duplication. We are trying to employ public servants
to do these jobs so that the commissioned officers, who are trained to patrol and to maintain
law and order, can get out from behind their desks and onto the swreets. If we are trying to do
that, why is the Government cutting back on noncommissioned officers?
Mr Gordon Hill: Let me tell you about an experience I had. When I was the Minister for
Police we did precisely that - we employed extra public servants to work at police stations so
that officers could go out on the swreets and do the job for which they were paid, and it was
strongly opposed by the Police Union.
Mr FRED TUBBY: So did the Minister cave in?
Mr Gordon Hill: Not at all.
Mr FRED TUBBY: Did the Minister pursue it?
Mr Gordon Hill: Yes, and it works.
Mr FRED TUB BY: So why is the Government doing the opposite now?
Mr Gordon Hill: No, that is not true. You do not understand the budget process or what has
happened within the Police Department.
Mr FRED TUBBY: What I do understand is that we used to have noncommissioned people
inspecting school buses on a regular basis in all country areas; that was their job. We have
taken those people away and the Leader of the House is now saying that we are using police
officers to do that job. I do not believe that should be their responsibility. It is a waste of
resources to have trained, commissioned officers doing that.
Mr Gordon Hill: It could be community policing.
Mr FRED TUBBY: Terrific! How many kids would someone get to see while inspecting
school buses which are garaged five kilometres from the school?
Mr Taylor: It depends whether they are on the bus.
Mr FRED TUBBY: They are not on the bus.
Mr Read: Let's get off this issue.
Mr FRED TTJBBY: I turn now to non-Government schools. Are there any non-Governiment
schools in the Murray electorate?
Mr Read: Yes.
Mr FRED TUBBY: Are those non-Government schools in the Murray electorate,
particularly the Catholic schools, pleased with the budget allocation they received?
Mr Read: We have a Catholic primary school but not a Catholic high school.
Mr FRED TUBBY: Is the school pleased with its budget allocation?
Mr Read: Ir is pleased that there was an increase.
Mr FRED TUB BY: An increase?
Mr Read: Yes.
Mr FRED TUJBBY: The Minister is not here at the moment. The per capita grants are
maintained at almost exactly the same level as last year. There has been a $50 000 or
$60 000 increase in a $60 million budget, which is absolutely nothing. In effect, they
received no increase whatsoever.
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Mr Read interjected.
Mr FRED TUBBY: I amn positive of that. The member should look at the Budget.
Government schools received a 2.8 per cent increase, which I have tried to explain was not
enough. Non-Government schools received no increase whatsoever. In the last Budget the
Government left out an item which used to go towards any unforeseen increases to the
non-Government sector during the course of the year, such as salary increases which flow on
from Government schools. Last year when teachers' salary increases flowed on the
non-Government sector was told that no line item appeared in the Budget for that, and that
schools would have to meet those increases from their existing grants. Therefore, they had to
either cut back on resources or increase their fees. This allocation is not increased in this
year's Budget, and salary increases will set the schools back a long way. The member for
Murray should go to the Catholic school in his electorate and ask the principal how he views
the grants in this Budget; I am sure he will be surprised by the response he receives. The
Government is saying that parents in the non-Government schools will have to carry the
increased costs. These people pay the same taxes as everyone else, and pay a little more for
the privilege of sending their children to private schools, but now they must pay more as a
result of this Budget. That is not fair or right. These people are entitled to receive a similar
increase to that granted to the State Government schools sector.
Many country parents do not have the luxury of being able to send their children to a local
senior high school. Many have to send their children to non-Government boarding schools in
Perth. Country areas are hard hit at the moment, and now they will be hit even harder.
These parents must make a choice: Do they send the children to school or do the children
leave school? This is an unfair burden on country children. About 28 per cent of students in
this State attend non-Government schools. That saves the State Government from
$100 mrillion to $150 million a year, that is the cost which would accrue if these students
attended Government schools. That is the contribution, on top of their taxes, being made by
the parents of children attending non-Government schools. Now they are required to pay
even more.
Another innovation over the past few years was the introduction of school grants. The grants
were significantly increased to all of the State schools, and the schools were made
responsible for that funding and its allocation. The schools have appreciated this, and it has
worked reasonably well. However, the school grants will not be increased at all in this
Budget. Last year and the year before whenever parents complained about a lack of funds
for something within the school the Minister responded by saying, "See your local school
principal because he receives the funding. How he allocates that funding is a school-based
decision." The parents contacted the principal and if insufficient funds were available, the
funding was provided by the parents or by the local P & C association. This year the funding
is exactly the same as last year. Therefore, the real purchasing power has been reduced, yet
whenever the ministry receives a complaint it will say that it is a school-based decision. The
department fails to say that in real terms the grants have decreased. The responsibility is
thrown from the ministry to the schools, and that is an unfair burden of responsibility
because at the end of the day the tab will be picked up by the parents and the P & C
associations. We are handballing the shortfall back to the parents in both the non-
Government and Government school sectors.
I started my speech by saying that on the surface the Education budget looks reasonably
balanced with an overall 2.8 per cent increase. However, when we look below the surface
we find some intriguing anomalies within it. The maintenance allocation is a $70 million
increase over two years. It is believed in the schools that this year the old buildings will be
refurbished; that is a perception generated by Government rhetoric. However, that will not
happen because the $70 million increase allocated over two years will come from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund. An allocation from this source can only be used for three
things: Firstly, for fault rectification; secondly, unprogranmmed maintenance such as
vandalism or school fires; and thirdly, for programmed maintenance such as checking gas
heaters, refrigerators and ensuring that gutters and soak wells are cleaned out. As last year's
Budget was cut significantly, very little of that work was done. Therefore, the increased
allocation in this Budget in essence will do nothing more than conduct last year's work.
Absolutely no increase is provided for the refurbishment of old buildings, which parents and
their associations around the State are calling for.
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On Sunday the Premier made an announcement about changes to the upper school
curriculum. This is a great idea, but unfortunately no funding is provided to back it up. The
body which will write and modify the curriculum and conduct the external assessment is the
Secondary Education Authority, yet it has received a cut of $200 000 in the Budget. It will
not be able to perform its normal duties such as TEE examinations so how on earth will it
cope with the changes mooted for the upper school curriculum?
Another announcement made by the Premier on Sunday involved improved
telecommunications and technology to country schools. This is a tremendous idea.
However, the West Ed Media service will be axed. That is the service which should be out
there ensuring that the technological improvements occur in country schools. What is
happening with TAFE? This organisation has experienced cutbacks and some of its
functions are being handballed to secondary education. Courses such as hospitality and
tourism are to be conducted in upper secondary schools, and these were previously
conducted by TAPE. TAFE has plenty of resources, yet very little is available in years 11
and 12. Therefore, resources are being wasted in one area and are extremely short in
another. The school bus inspectors have been axed and the responsibility has been
handballed to the Police Department in the hope that it will pick up the tab.
The Greenmount Primary School has received an allocation in the Capital Works Program of
$1.1 million for extensions. flat looks good on paper and in the local media. However,
when one investigates what will happen with that money, a different story appears. An
amount of $200 000 will be creamed off the top of the allocation to prop up the Building
Management Authority, one of the Government's largest and most inefficient organisations.
Another $150 000 will be creamed off by the BMA. for architectural services. Therefore,
only $750 000 will be left for the capital works project. These projects sound great when the
announcement is made but the reality is less impressive.
The responsibility for increased funding of non-Government schools has been handballed to
the parents of students attending those schools, and the responsibility for shortfalls in the
school grants has also been handballed to the parents. The Budget involves a great deal of
buck passing between departments and at the end of the day the responsibility will fall back
on the taxpayer and the parents of the students, whether they attend public or private sector
schools. Other shortfalls are funded through creative accounting, as resources from the
General Loans and Capital Works Fund will be propping up the departments when this
should be done through CRlF. It is no wonder the State is in such a mess - roll on the next
18 months!
MR GRAYDEN (South Perth) [7.49 pm]: In view of the attention the Budget gives to the
Aboriginal problem, it concerns me from time to time that Ministers of the Crown through
their actions and statements nullify anything that could be, or is being, achieved. Recently
the Minister for Hous~ng made a horrifying statement which was published in The West
Australiani under a hcaeing of "McGinty: Legal 'fie' cheats Aborigines'. The relevant par
of the statement reads as follows -

Aborigines had been cheated out of land rights because Australian law was based on
a lie, ALP left-wing strongman Jim McGinty said yesterday.
The denial of land rights was the key to problems facing Aborigines, he said.
Australian law was based on the fictitious assumption of terra nulius, - that the
country was uninhabited when the British arrived.

The quote continued further on -

Under international law, the native legal system in a conquered country should
continue, he said.
The Heritage and Housing Minister, speaking to Aboriginal students in his electorate
of Fremantle TAPE College, said he recognised the terra nullius concept "as a fiction,
a lie and a means of cheating Aboriginal people".
"The law has used a fiction to deny you access and rights to your land." he said.

flat was published on 4 September- The statement is completely unjustified as I will
demonstrate shortly. It is an incitement for young people to commit crime. When we say to
young Aboriginal people that their land has been stolen from them and that the Australian
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law has been used to cheat them, is that not an incitement for diem to commit the crimes
being committed ac the present rime? Break-ins are occurring in every area of the
metropolitan region at any one time. Many of them are committed by young Aboriginal
people.
Mr Marlborough interjected.
Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Peel should return to his seat if he wants to interject. Is it
any Wonder crimes of that kind are being committed when Ministers of the Crown make
chose sorts of statements?
Dr Watson: We don't have to tell them, because they know they were robbed.
Mr (JRAYDEN: I will tell the Minister what other people say in one moment. The
statement is unjustified as she will realise. The statement by a Minister who should be more
responsible drew a response in the form of a letter to the Editor of The West Australian from
Jennifer Sabbioni. It was included under the heading "Politicians out to score the points"
and, among other things stated -

Surely not. So why should we, the owners of this country, buy what was stolen from
us in the first instance?

Naturally young Aboriginal people or part Aborigines will write to the Press and make
statements of that kind as a consequence of the statement made by the Minister. In his
statement the Minister talked in terms of Australian law, but he should know that when a
case of this kind went before the High Court of Australia the High Court rejected it in its
entirety. It said that there was no basis for land rights. The matter goes much further than
that. Recently a momentous judgment was passed down in British Columbia where a judge
took three and a half years to make his decision. Twenty million dollars were spent on the
case and the judgment comprised approximately 400 pages. In his decision the judge
dismnissed the legal basis of land rights and gave his reason for doing so. British Columbia,
of course, is a Province of Canada. When countries were occupied under British law the
question of terra nullius did not mean, as the member for Fremantle pointed out recently,
"uninhabited country', It has lots of other meanings. For instance it means "no-one's
property; open to appropriation". It has another meaning; that is, that those who inhabited
the country were at such primitive stage of development that no treaty with them was
possible. In Australia approximately 500 different dialects are spoken among the
Aborigines. How was a treaty with them possible? The Canadian judge delivered that
judgment after three and a half years and after spending $Can2O million on the case. He
dismissed the question of land rights as having no basis in law. He said that the maiter was a
social and political problem but that people should not abuse the law by trying to get it to
indicate that the law somewhere along the line had been broken - he meant in the fashion
mentioned by the Minister for Housing or as mentioned a few minutes ago by the Minister
for Aboriginal Affairs. He said that he was applying a very basic principle of law; that is,
that all past wrongs cannot be unpicked and reversed. Otherwise every time a corrupt judge
was unmasked it would be necessary to go back through his whole career rehearing all the
cases which themselves had led to subsequent transfers of property on the assumption the
cases were unjustly decided. He said there was no basis in law for land rights. A few years
ago an Australian court camne to the same conclusion. Yet the Minister for Housing said that
Aborigines had been cheated out of land rights because Australian law was based on a lie;
that the law had been used as a fiction to deny Aborigines access and rights to their land.
The case that was heard in British Columbia was based on common law and will be taken
into consideration by courts throughout fth world because it concerns common law.
Somewhere along the line I hope the Government will take that judgment into consideration.
The other question arising from the Minister's comments is, which Aborigines are we talking
about? According to anthropologists of Australia the Negrito people camne first from South
East Asia. They were short and dark skinned with short curly hair. When Asia was
connected to New Guinea and Australia they walked down the land mnass. Some time after
that the Murrayians, who were related to the Ainu people of Japan, drove the Negrito people
south to Tasmania. However, a certain number went inland from Cairns. A second invasion
drove the Murrayians out of their country. Finally camne the Carpentarians, who were related
to the Vedda of Ceylon. They drove the Murrayians to the south, while they themselves
mostly remained in the north. Therefore, we have had three invasions. Which one of the
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invaders is the rightful owner of Australia? The Minister, the member for Fremantle, has not
given us an explanation of iliac. The British Columbian court, as did the Australian court,
dismissed the land rights question by saying that it was a political or social problem and not
one for the courts to determine. Yet we must listen to the sorts of comments made by the
Minister and by other people about the original owners of this country, particularly by that
great army of people who have hopped on the Aboriginal bandwagon and who derive their
livelihoods by dealing with Aboriginal problems and who, of course, have a vested interest in
continuing these myths.
Much goodwill towards Aboriginal people exists in every sector of the community. The long
term interests of the Australian Aborigine are not well served by comments of the kind that I
have mentioned. There have been many pluses for Aborigines in the European colonisation
of Australia. Unfortunately, they are never mentioned and, because they are never
mentioned, huge sections of this population believe that there were no advantages for the
Aborigine. The first thing that has been brought about as a consequence of European
colonisation is assured food and water supplies. They have been provided with shelter and
clothing and medical attention which are all very important for human survival as I will
indicate in a few minutes. Notwithstanding that, these myths have been cultivated by people
who have vested interest in purveying them. Recently I obtained from the library a book
entitled Aborigines of the West which contains a statement by Jack Davis who receives large
sums of money for his work with Aborigines. He said -

I now quote from a paper I presented at a colloquium held at Festac, Lagos, Nigeria
in 1977, 'Black civilization and the mass media'. I said there:

Before the invasion, the Australian Aboriginal had a perfect way of life,
whether he lived in the lush jungles of Arnhem Land, the verdant coastal
fringes, the semi-desert or desert areas of his land - he was, master of his
environment and was in complete accord with plant, animal, reptile, fish and
bird life.

The quote goes on in that strain that the Aborigine had a perfect life. I do not think too many
people in this House have had much contact with Aborigines in their nomadic state. I had
that experience on a number of occasions around 1953. 1 took part in an expedition which
looked for Leichhardt's remains in the Rawlinson Range area on the Northern
Territory-Westeirn Australian-South Australian border, Quite a number of Aborigines were
living in that area, many of whom had not seen whites. A Select Committee subsequently
travelled there and I have been out there on various occasions since. Subsequently, when
some of the things we were saying were being disputed, I asked Pastor Doug Nicholls, who
later became the Governor of South Australia, to accompany us to the area because he was
taking a very active part in the Aboriginal advancement movement at that time. lie was
saying publicly very much the same sorts of things that Jack Davis said. He was a champion
footbalier for one of the top league teams in Victoria, a distinguished boxer and ant
outstanding runner. However, he was a pastor at that time. At almost every meeting which
he attended with me he said that the Aborigines had solved their problems thousands of years
before. He said that they had lived in a land of milk and honey. I showed him the conditions
under which they lived in the central reserve of Western Australia and he was horrified. 1
greatly regretted that I did that because all of the views he held until that time were dispelled.
He was horrified to see the conditions in which Aborigines in this State lived in their original
lifestyles. They lacked four necessities on that reserve; that is, water, food, shelter and
medical attention. In all of that central region from Laverton to the Western Australian
border, there were only three or so soaks where an Aboriginal tribe could dig to 20 feet and
find a tiny supply of virtually permanent water. They relied on nanima holes, which were
formed in soft rock. These were deepened by the Aborigines and held whatever water was
available. There were also rock holes in the granite outcrops and crevices in which a certain
amount of water was caught. However, there was no permanent surface water. The
Aborigines foraged across the central reserve, walking each day in the hot sun with their
children for distances of 20 miles and moire from one water hole to another, If they arrived at
the next namma or rock hole and it was dry they would walk the following day to the next
one. If that water hole was dry they would perish because human beings cannot survive in
that sort of heat for three days without water. That was the situation right across the central
desert and Aborigines were living under those conditions. Because there was no permanent
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surface water there was no game such as kangaroos and other larger game except in one or
two places in the Rawlinson Range in which there were two or three large rock holes where
water was available. Apart from chat, we travelled for 1 700 miles in a circuitous route and
we did not see a single kangaroo. Aborigines across that central reserve were living on
lizards, geannas. marsupial mice, and the rabbit eared bandicoot which is an endangered
species. They would dig those out of burrows sometimes measuring about 10 yards long by
four feet deep. The animal was the size of a rabbit.
The only reason Aborigines survived in the central areas of Western Australia was that the
seeds from the quandong tree were still edible after they had been on the round for
12 months or so. The Aborigines roasted the nuts and they were dependent on them for food.
As a consequence, many of the older Aborigines had their teeth ground down to their gums
because the nuts and lizards which were roasted in the fires would be Covered in sand which
would grind down their teeth. However, the quandong nuts provided them with an assured
food supply. If they walked far enough they would gather the quandong nuts that had fallen
to the ground.
The winter nights in the central areas of Western Australia are bitterly cold and in the
mornings there would be ice on the water. On one trip we all wore kapok flying suits over
our clothes and covered ourselves with at least six blankets. However we would wake at five
o'clock or six o'clock because it was too cold to sleep. We made a point of camping about
100 yards from the Aborigines. They were absolutely naked and with a sharp pointed stick
they would make small holes in the red dust in the shape of their shoulders and hips and if a
wind was blowing they would make a small windbreak from spinifex to divert some of it.
They could not build a huge fire because of the danger of rolling into it so they lit a small fire
a few inches wide between each Aborigine, but in the mornings they were virtually frozen
and would not thaw out until about 10.00 am. Even with the small fires the Aborigines,
particularly the children, suffered shocking bums from rolling into them. Every child had
been burnt. In the very early hours of the morning the children would cry incessantly
because of the cold and their mothers would warm them by holding them in front of the fire,
one side at a time. This would continue until the sun rose and they were able to keep warm.
We must realise that in Australia we have two extremes - the burning heat of the summer and
the bitter cold of the winter. People who do not have any clothes do not enjoy life. During
thunder storms the Aborigines would sit in the rain and, of course, would be without their
fires. That situation prevailed across Australia-
I now turn to the question of medical attention; the situation was absolutely deplorable across
the central reserve when this State was first colonised. The Select Committee reported that
trachoma, which leads to blindness, was found in 75 per cent of the women, 65 per cent of
the men and 80 per cent of the children. A large number of the Aborigines had a disease
known as yaws, which is hard to distinguish from syphilis; in fact, the people at Warburton
had great difficulty in determining the difference between syphilis and yaws. The flesh of a
person suffering from yaws will rot away from his arms and nose. Syphilis was not
necessarily contracted from Europeans but from the Malaccans who had been visiting the
north of Western Australia for 600 years in search of beehe de mer and trochus shell. The
disease spread right across Australia and, of course, the Aborigines did not have any
treatment for it. The Select Committee which consisted of two Labor Party members and
other members reported -

Natives in their natural state suffer considerably from lack of medical attention. The
most simple ailments by our standards are sufficient to cause prolonged pain and
even death.
For instance, a native child suffering from an abscess on the jaw may eventually die
of starvation since the condition precludes the child eating the hard native foods
which are obtainable. Bumns are very prevalent. Whilst at the mission the Committee
members saw a child of about nine months suffering from a burn which covered the
whole of its buttock from the waist to the base of its leg. The burn had been dressed
by the mission, but the child had no bandage on the burn and was alternatively sitting
on its mother's knee and in the red dust. The burn was in direct contact with
whatever it touched and was covered in flies. Without question it must have caused
the child considerable distress.
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A few days before the Committee reached the mission a parry of about 19 natives
from the area east of the Rawlinsan Range reached the mission. It was the first time
that they had been into the mission and the first time that many of them had seen
white people. They had arrived in a starving condition and were extremely emaciated
when seen by members of the Committee. Two at least of the children, although
possibly seven and nine years old, had arms which on the upper portions were no
more than an inch in diameter and their thighs would be little thicker, there being
practically only skin and bone at these points. One child weighed no: much more
than a stone and a half and the other was possibly even lighter.
The mother of the two children mentioned was in the same condition. In addition,
she was suffering from an advanced condition of yaws and her right arm was
practically rotting off above the wrist.

All the Aborigines suffered from colds. A few days before we arrived in the area an
Aborigine was diagnosed as having pneumonia. The matron told us that only a couple of
days prior to our visit she had taken 24 flies out of the ear of a baby. If a child broke a leg
his foot would rot off because the Aborigines had no means of setting his leg.
Ilam trying to illustrate that human beings in any part of the world require medical attention,
an assured food and water supply and shelter from the elements. If they do not have those
things, their lives are miserable. Their conditions contrast very sharply with the statement I
read earlier by Jack Davis who tells people overseas chat -

Before the invasion, the Australian Aboriginal had a perfect way of life, whether he
lived in the lush jungles of Arnhem Land, the verdant coastal fringes, the semi-desert
or desert areas of his land - he was master of his environment and was in complete
accord with plant, animal, reptile, fish and bird life.

When Pastor Doug Nicholls saw the condition under which Aborigines lived in their native
state- he was absolutely shocked. Those conditions were not mentioned in the statement
made recently by the member for Fremantle when he said that Aborigines had been robbed
of their land. Today Aborigines have food, good clothing and shelter and medical attention
in abundance. That is the other side of the picture, one that should be emphasised if young
Aborigines in this country, and the non-Aboriginal community, are to have a balanced view
about what life was like prior to European colonisation. One could go a lot further. The
Aborigines had some horrifying customs. Although the information has been documented by
people who lived in the south west and can be found in libraries, not many people in the
south west realise that if an Aborigine in the south west of Western Australia died as a result
of sickness or accident, or was maimed, that was attributed to the evil thoughts of another
Aborigine and if a death occurred someone would be speared in reprisal. If a person were
maimed an innocent and unsuspecting person would also be maimed. That custom was
practised in the south west.
Would Aborigines swap what they have at the moment to return to those sorts of conditions?
What Aborigine would be prepared to live with a kangaroo, skin wrapped around his
shoulders, which Aborigines did in the south west? They did not even do that in the central
desert. However, imagine living lie that on some of the nights we have experienced lately
with temperatures down to freezing. We have also had torrential rain. Aborigines had no
waterproof shelters.
Aboriginal people had a number of unacceptable customs which would not be accepted by
Aborigines today at any price. For instance, they had circumcision and also subincision,
which was a barbaric custom. Anybody going to the central desert can see that all the
Aborigines there have been mutilated in that way. They split the male sexual organ from top
to bottom. Subincision was not used as a birth control measure but for other reasons. It did
serve as a birth control measure up to a point. What young Aboriginal would accept that
subincision today?
On the occasions that we went out into the central desert we took local people who could not
speak English with us as guides, along with Aborigines who had adopted the European way
of life and who could speak the Aboriginal dialect. We found that those who had adopted the
European way of life would not go further than 18 inches or so away from us at any time
because they were horrified at the thought of being grabbed by the bush Aborigines and
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initiated. They would not remain alone. That was their feeling about the initiation rices.
Aborigines also had cicatrization customs which involved cutting the back and other pants of
the body leaving great welts on it. They also pierced the nasal septum to instal a bone or
piece of wood. They engaged in tooth revulsion. If one goes to the central desert one cannot
find a single Aborigine who has not had one front incisor tooth knocked out by putting a
stone against it and hitting it with another. They also practised depilation; that is, the pulling
of hair from various pants of the body.
The Aborigines also practised blood letting and infanticide. When the Select Committee
went into that central area its members saw no twins. If a mother had two or more babies all
but one were killed. That happened without exception on the basis that a mother who had to
walk 20 miles from rock hole to rock hole to get water could not carry a baby on either arm.
As a result, infanticide was practised throughout Western Australia. What Aborigine would
tolerate that custom today? Aborigines also indulged in cannibalism. Numerous cases are
documented by Daisy Bates and others. A Catholic priest from one of the big reserves in the
north west talked not only of cannibalism but also recounted how an Aborigine had an
argument with his wife and having killed her left her in the sun to putrefy and tenderise for
several hours before cooking and eating her. Real advantages arose for Aborigines from
European colonisation. We should not constantly present just one side of the story. If we
tell young Aborigines that they were robbed of their land - notwithstanding the court cases to
which I have referred - then let us also tell them of the conditions under which Aborigines
lived in Western Australia prior to colonisation. Let us place more emphasis on the
advantages of that colonisation.
MR MeNEE (Moore) [8.27 pmn]: In speaking to this Budget debate I must say that if I were
a lender and this Government approached me for money after its terrible performance I
would say, "Go away." I find it absolutely unbelievable that the Treasurer has said that she
has balanced the Budget but will not meet a $25 million State commitment. Like many
members on this side of the House I have borrowed and repaid money but have never been in
the beautiful situation of approaching my banker and saying, "I have balanced the budget,
but I cannot meet my commitments."
Mr C.J. Barnett: This Government has borrowed money and not repaid it.
Mr MeNEE: Absolutely! Recently in Victoria I picked up a newspaper and read an account
of Mr Burke's days as Premier of this State. The article mentioned a propaganda program
that was only excelled by Goebbels' propaganda campaign. I could not help but think about
that because it was pretty right. A day or two later the same newspaper carried an article
saying that it did not matter when the Kirner Government went to an election because it
would lose and it was merely a question of avoiding the holocaust. That is the situation that
this Government is in. I will remind the House where we stand with that. Members should
cast their minds back to 1983 and look at Western Australia when these people opposite took
over as the Government. The finances of the State were in a very healthy situation. We had
had tremendous development in Western Australia. We had had the 1960s, and people still
talk about them. Members opposite have the cheek to criticise that program.
Several members intrjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr McNEE: We had been through all that vast development. Members should look at this
great State. My electorate is 78 000 square kilometres, and I can travel from north to south
or east to west in that electorate on a selection of bituminous woads. These were built prior to
1983. The other day I was driving along the Brand Highway which was built in the 1960s.
Today we could not afford the guide posts. Not only did we have all that tremendous
development, and not only was the State in a very healthy situation, but also that was the
situation until members opposite rook over. The Government cannot meet its commitments.
All this Government has done for Western Australia is put it into misery. There are record
numbers of unemployed. When I come to Parliament I drive down Stirling Street, and the
queue at the CES in Stirling Street gets longer and longer, It is now across the first
intersection, and that is the record of this Government. We are now $10 billion in debt, up
from $2 billion in 1983, and the number of unemployed has increased from 45 000 to 90 000.
The Government has the cheek to come into this place with something it calls a Budget.
D3567-5
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Mr C.J. Barnett: And it sets out to mislead the people and the Parliament on it.
Mr McNEE: Absolutely!
Mr Strickland: People can read the fine print.
Mr Taylor: You did not have any fine print in your Budget.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr McNEE: The Herald-Sun in Victoria was correct when it said that the propaganda
program was bettered only by Goebbels. Make no mistake, it is even worse, because we
have to look at where we stand in the Australian situation. In 1983 - I stand to be corrected
by a billion or two - I chink we owed something like $23 billion.
Mr Lewis: We owed $22.5 billion.
Mr McNEE: Members should not forget that we had developed this nation from a parch of
sand to what it was prior to 1983; a nation which could hold its head up anywhere in the
world. Today, according to Business Review Weekly, we owe $170 billion. What the hell do
we have to show for it?
Several members interjected.
Mr McNEE: Members opposite will get their chance. We have record unemployment.
No-one in the country is prepared to borrow a dollar because there is nothing substantial to
put it into. The heavy hand of socialism is there. It has worked. If members opposite
wanted to redistribute the wealth, they have done it. They have shifted the wealth from the
producers to the consumers.
Mr Lewis: They have not; they have shifted the wealth from middle Australia to rich
Australia.
Mr McNEE: I well remember members opposite talking about profits when they were on
this side of the House. They turned the word "profit' into a dirty word. They have exported
the jobs of the people one might have thought would have supported them.
Mr Blaikie: They have turned financial failure and loss into an art form.
Mr McNEE: Absolutely!
Mr CJ Barnett: They have a social conscience for Laurie Connell and Robert Holmes a
Court. Let us not forget it. They have hundreds and millions of dollars of social conscience.
Mr McNEE: That is right.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr McNEE: That is the record of this Government. That is what the people of Western
Australia should be told about. The record of these people is absolutely abominable. Not
only that -

Mr C.J. Barnett: No jobs.,
Mir McNEE: Of course the people have no jobs. Nobody is game enough to borrow the
money. The rural scene was mentioned earlier. Unless something is done about that, it will
be totally non-existent. Let us look at one of the reasons why the Government has sent us
down the tube. This Prime Minister loves to flaunt himself on the world stage.
Mr Fred Tubby: Kirrihilli Kid!
Mr McNEE: That is not bad! I like it. He likes to flaunt himself around. He blames the
Americans; he blames the economic community. Never once has he admitted that he took
our interest rate from around 14 per Cent in 1983 to 21.5 per cent, but that is what he did. He
increased the interest rates hugely, and he made us non-competitive. Meanwhile he talks
about the hard decisions. He would not know how to spell it, let alone make a hard decision.
He has never made a hard decision in his life, nor are members opposite ever likely to
because they do not have the guts to.
Mr Taylor: What about the consumption tax? Do you support it?
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Mr McNEE: We will talk about that any time the Deputy Premier likes, but I am talking
about this Government's mismanagement of the economy, because that is important. This
Government is responsible for wreaking havoc on this country. Those dole queues are the
responsibility of this Government and nobody else. Itris this Government which has put
them out Of Work. This Government has killed incentive. It can talk about one stop shops
and any other contrivances it likes; the Government has killed incentive and made the dole
queues so long that one can barely see the end of diem. Let us look at some of the things this
Government is doing.
Mr D.L. Smith: Is there going to be a State consumption tax?
Mr MeNEE: I am going to say a few words about tax in a moment, because that is pretty
important. I could not believe my ears when I heard that the Premier had gone to the
Premiers' Conference and signed an agreement to examine a national registration scheme.
well!
Mr Lewis: That is, road transport. The Minister for Transport could not explain to this
House what it was all about.
Mr MeNEE: That is exactly right. Does that concern members opposite?
Mr Lewis: The Government has agreed to it, but does not know what it is about.
Mr McNEE: We could ask ourselves how we came to owe $10 million. That is the
management we have! The crazy situation is that the Treasurer for some reason has agreed
to this nonsense. The other day I heard her trying to justify the situation by referring to zone
A and zone B, which refers to Queensland and Western Australia.
Mr Lewis: And to "no zone" - as in the Northern Territory. That State will not have a bar of
it.

Mr McNEE: That is right. The Northern Territory will not join the scheme. I suspect that
Minister Brown will cut off the money. That is one trick -
An Opposition member: Blackmail!
Mr McNEE: It probably is.
Mr Lewis: They will have border posts.
Mr McNEE: It is ridiculous to talkc about zone A and zone B when the Government cannot
explain the situation, other than Perhaps that zone B is cheaper. What nonsense! The fact is
that the Northern Territory will not be in it. The Government can say what it likes about the
figures but around the traps the figures indicate what will happen. A three unit road train
costs about $4 000 to licence. By the year 2 000 the same vehicle will cost $46 000 to
licence. That is a large figure but I can offer similar comparisons. How can any
Government in its right mind agree to even consider such a ridiculous arrangement, bearing
in mind that 80 per cent of our freight in Western Australia is moved by road?
Mr Lewis: The Minister for Transport was overseas on holidays when die Premier made the
decision. Maybe that is the reason the decision was made.
Mr McNEE: The member is probably right. If the Minister for Transport does not
understand the situation she would hardly be able to advise the Premier. That is the problem.
Mr Lewis: She was on holiday.
Mr McNEE: Of course that comes first with that crowd. I cannot understand how the
Government could put such a burden on an industry. It will affect you, Mr Deputy Speaker,
it will make your cost of living expensive because many of our foodstuffs come across the
Nullarbor Plain by road. Of course, if the Government makes road freight costs high enough
and everyone is put out of business, rail transport will not need to be competitive. Rail
transport will have the monopoly, and that frightens me because the industry should operate
with competition.
A company has provided some interesting figures. It has been involved in transport for the
past 16 years supplying an Australia-wide service from its Perth-based business. It employs
a staff of 14, and 20 subcontractors, which is a substantial number of people to be employed
by one company. That does not mean very much to the Government because employment is
not on the Government's agenda. The Government has created the long dole queues; it is not
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concerned about employment for the people of Western Australia. The company currently
operates seven heavy duty vehicles, averaging 250 000 kilometres per annum. From that
source alone the company's contribution to fuel tax on the seven vehicles at $35 905 per
vehicle amounts to $251 335. That is a substantial figure. The situation becomes worse:
The company has an annual expenditure of $150 000 on tyres, plus sales tax of 20 percent
representing another $30 000. Oil and filters amount to $18 400, with sales tax of $3 880. I
do not hear Government members talking about tax now.
Mr Taylor: Tell us about the consumption tax. Do you support a consumption tax?
Mr McNEE: The company's spare parts expenditure amounts to $90 000 with sales tax of
$19 000. We should not get carried away with the Government's saying that people are not
paying taxes. The company informed me that it pays other taxes such as personal group tax,
company tax, provisional tax, payroll tax, stamp duty and workers' compensation,
comprehensive insurance and liability insurance, vehicle purchase sales tax, and impont duty
and sales tax on new truck Purchases of $240 000 amounts to $44 000. It goes on and on; tax
after tax. Additional taxes are the training levy tax of one per cent of the gross payroll;
fringe benefit tax; Federal debit tax and State financial institutions duty.
It is obvious that the road transport industry and other industries in this country are taxed to
the hilt. The Government talks about full cost recovery. It is getting more than a fair share
from this industry under the guise of some very stupid proposals. The Treasurer says that the
Government should sign an agreement to look at national vehicle registration. That would be
a disaster. One of the reasons that the Northern Territory will not join the scheme is that that
Government has estimated it will cost $14 million per annum in lost wages, 400 jobs, and
about $24 million in lost production. That is the Northern Territory situation. I doubt
whether the Government of Western Australia has done its homework because a Government
that says that it has balanced its Budget, and that it has wiped off a $25 billion commitment,
does not have the capacity to work out how much it will cost in jobs or lost earnings because
it does not care - nor does it have the capacity to think about the situation. Unfortunately that
is the situation for the Western Australian public. As long as the Western Australian public
tolerates the situation, the nonsense will continue.
We have the key to the national rail freight question. The philosophy behind that deal is that
the Prime Minister says he will wipe out the $400 million deficit and that within five years
we will be trading profitably. I doubt that, and I remind members that this is the same Prime
Minister who said that by 1990 no child in Australia would be living in poverty. I place
about the same emphasis and credibility on his statement about the $400 million deficit as I
do on the "no child will live in poverty" statement. The people must be reminded about this
hollow man and what he says. His is a Government of rhetoric, not of action. Rest assured
that in the national rail deal Western Australia has a great deal more to lose than it has to
gain. Perhaps we should move on and say that the Government appears to be doing its level
best to make it as difficult as it can. I find that incredible. I cannot believe that any
Government could get so far off the track. The Government is out of control; it is making
panic decisions. A bankrupt was telling me about his horrible experience. He said it was
difficult to understand the dopey decisions that he had made, and how he lost control when
the bills were coming in fast.
Mr Oniodei: This Government lost control at both ends - when the money was coming in
and when the bills were coming in.
Mr McNEE: That is the position this Government is in; it is totally hopeless. H-ow can this
Government front up to the Western Australian people and say that it wants to continue
leading the State? I cannot see it leading us anywhere except into total disaster. One issue of
interest in my electorate is the Midland saleyard. That is one of the greatest scandals of this
Government. I remind members of some of the things that have been said. The then
Minister for Agriculture, Julian Grill, on 26 January 1989, said -

I have a long standing commitment to the industry to secure a 15 year lease on the
saleyards and all of the details of the lease have been completed and the yards
secured legally until the end of the year 2001.

Mr Bradshaw: What went wrong?
Mr McNEE: I do not know.
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Mr Lewis: Did the member for Moore know that the saleyards were sold on an offer and
acceptance and chat there was no undertaking on that for a commitment by the purchaser for
a leaseback? That was negotiated after the fact.
Mr McNEE: The member for Wellington asked the current Minister for Agriculture when
the Midland saleyard would close.
Mr Blaikie: The answer should have been the year 2001.
Mr McNEE: The member for Vasse can have another guess and if he wins he will get a
toffee apple. The Minister's reply was, "When the current arrangement expires in May
1993".
Mr Blakie: Short-changed yet again.
Mr McNEE: The member for Vasse is right, we have been short-changed. That is all we get
from this bunch. The media statement says -

Mr Grill said that while it was true the development at the saleyards bad incurred
slightly on to the saleyard, this would not affect the operations of the yards and that
the site's owners were paying the costs of relocating the services by granting an
additional period of rent free lease.
I1 have always understood the industry's concern for a term longer than 15 years and
in that regard the Minister for Transport and I at the request of the WA Farmers
Federation are negotiating to make available a further piece of adjacent Westrail land
in the unlikely event additional space is required-

That is not what has happened. The Minister continues -

I have said before and I will repeat it that livestock owners have absolutely no
grounds for concern about the future of a livestock selling facility in the metropolitan
area.
It is also part of the Labor Party's platform to continue to provide such a facility."

So much for those words. That Minister for Agriculture went and along came another
Minister for Agriculture.
Mr Pearce: That would be about the time you "went" as a member.
Mr McNEE: I was back by then. I have news for the Leader of the House.
Mr Pearce: I understand the member has another challenge coming up.
Mr McNEE: Did the Leader of the House ever find the gravel pit? It is fortunate that he
stuck his nose in.
Mr Pearce: We have found extensive sources of gravel in that section of your electorate
which you never visit.
Mr MeNEE: The Leader of the House would do better to look at the Shire of Dandaragan's
gravel requirements instead of making empty promises and threats.
Mr Pearce: I know where their national park is going to be.
Mr McNEE: The Leader of the House did not have a clue where it was, I told him. If I were
the Leader of the House, I would start cleaning out my desk. Along came the next Minister
for Agriculture, Ernie Bridge, who said in July 1989 -

.. farmers' organisations' threats of ultimatums for finalising a long-term lease
agreement for Midland saleyards were inappropriate and causing unnecessary
concern among producers.

Those are his own words. He continued -

Producers can be assured that the saleyards are secure until 1993
Somewhere in the middle of this something went wrong.
Mr Bridge continued -

... and in close consultation with fanner organisations I am looking at the industry's
needs beyond that date.
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Mr Pearce: He is too.
Mr McNEE: He certainly is, but what is he doing? The story is that the Minister for
Agriculture has already been rolled.
Mr Blaikie: I do not think he would have put up much of a fight anyway.
Mr McNEE: Probably not. The Western Australian livestock industry is left in a perilous
situation. What is the Government and the Minister for Agriculture's answer to it? Would
members believe that it will form a committee!
Mr Omnodei: Another committee!
Mr McNEE: Yes. We have already had an inquiry into the Midland saleyard.
Mr Blaikie: The Minister will probably put the member for Lyre and the Minister for South-
West on this committee as they are saleyard experts.
Mr McNEE: Yet. Did they not shred the last lot of documents?
Mr Bradshaw: They didn't like the evidence.
Mr McNEE: Obviously.
Mr DL. Smith: Just for the record they were shredded at the instruction of the Speaker after
the committee had finished its work.
Mr McNEE: Never mind about that.
Mr Shave: Why don't you blame Robert Holmes a Court.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr McNEE: The documents were shredded.
Mr Blaikie: Who was the Chairman of the committee?
Mr McNEE: It was not the Speaker. The Minister cannot tell me that the Speaker decided
that the documents should be shredded.
Mr Shave: What about your pre selection?
Mr Pearce: I have already got my preselection, I do not have to worry.
Mr Macinnon: That won't help you.
Mr Shave: You had better check your pension.
Mr Pearce: I understand that some of your senatorial colleagues are not impressed with
some or your performances.
Mr Blaikie: There is a great deal of competition for our seats and very little competition for
your seats.
Mr McNEE: Nobody wants to take the Leader of the House's preselection because he
cannot win. I am pleased that the Minister for Agriculture has come into the House because
he may like to contribute to the debate, seeing that every other member has. The Minister for
Agriculture also said that we may have to set up a Select Committee. He said on radio the
other day that everyone should get behind the committee to try to work out a decision. What
a load of garbage! The Minister will try to take the heat out of the situation by having the
different factions fighting against each other. One must keep in mind what the previous
Minister for Agriculture said -

I have always understood the industry's concern for a ternm longer than 15 years and
in that regard the Minister for Transport and I at the request of the WA Farmers
Federation are negotiating to make available a further piece of adjacent Westrail land
in the unlikely event additional space is required.

Mr Blaikie: Maybe we should have the old Minister back.
Mr McNEE: Yes, because this Minister has kicked that idea out of the door. In answer to
the member for Wellington's interjection about the saleyard's closing next year I said that the
Minister did not know in what direction he was heading. The Minister stated in his Press
release -
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As a cattle man I can understand and appreciate the importance producers place on
having plans securely in place for the industry's long-term needs. However, current
comments are not doing one iota of good to get an orderly resolution to this debate.

It will take more than a song and dance act to get this matter right.
Mr Bridge: You cold me in the bush recently that you represented the country and that you
would never speak critically about a bushman or a cattle man because when the day comes
for those yards to be in place you will want to be there.
Mr McNEE: That is a good try by the Minister but soon he will find that he is standing knee
deep in that stuff found round cattle yards. The Minister will go down a different track
from that which the producers of livestock in Western Australia, the salesmen associations
and the livestock transporters are heading. Everyone, except the Minister, understands that
the Midland saleyard should have stayed right where it was.
Mr Bridge: That is not true.
Mr McNEE: Yes, it is true.
Mr Bridge: They have a decision.
Mr McNEE: The Minister has not made a decision. He is wanting the committee to make a
decision for him.
Mr Bridge: Cabinet has made the decision.
Mr McNEE: If the Minister was honest he would have said that he was willed by Cabinet.
Mr Bridge: The committee to which the member has referred comprises a group of very
competent people who are happy to work side by side with the present Minister for
Agriculture to ensure that the salcyard is in place prior to 1993.
Mr McNBE: I have news for the Minister. He must have been reading the comics and not
the news at the weekend.
Mr Bridge: I have talked to the fellows who were invited and they want to be beside me.
Mr McNEE: I have news for the Minister.
Mr Bridge: That is not what they told me.
Mr McNEE: The livestock industry in Western Australia is in a serious situation and there is
a great deal of concern about where the saleyard will be placed. If the Minister has really
made a decision he should make it clear to the public and tell them where he intends to site
the new salcyard; he should take the pain from that industry and give it some direction. If
the Minister intends to be definite about the saleyard 's not staying where it is he needs to
make a decision quickly and to come up with an answer. The inister must keep in mind
that his time is running out.
Mr Bridge: That is precisely the path we are heading. We have had a decision by Cabinet
and the core of people who assembled with me are heading down the path of ensuring that
the saleyard will be in place by 1993 and will be located on a site which is considered to be
suitable. So we have not a worry in the world about the saleyard.
Mr McNEE: I am glad the Minister feels that way because there is much concern in the
community about this matter. Another matter causing concern in my electorate is the
intention to introduce bore licences. The Government and the Minister in typical fashion
have decided to clobber the people who are trying to produce and create wealth for this State.
Yet in suburbia people can pump as much water as they like from the ground without any
worries. Even more ridiculous is the rational behind the $3 million a year it will cost to
monitor the aquifers. Why is that cost to be levied on producers? I cannot understand the
Minister's logic. The Government seems to want to prevent people from producing
something.
Mr Bridge: No.
Mr McNEE: I am afraid the Government is doing that. The Government is not very popular
in my electorate because of that decision. It is a nonsense. Everyone in Western Australia
realises that the water resources are not infinite; however, the Government does not make
responsible decisions. It seems to shoot from the hip. It makes those ridiculous decisions.
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My electorate was very fortunate recently to avoid a disaster in the Kirki incident. This
Government showed a lot of interest in the matter while it was happening. The Minister for
Fisheries dived into the water, brought up a crayfish, and said everything was fine because he
had caught a healthy crayfish. He said there were no problems. The Governiment made
some noises indicating that the vessel should not have been so close to the coast and so on,
and I am advised that in fact the ship should have been 50 or 60 miles off the coast. The
Premier rattled the sabre and made a few noises while the issue was up and running. I heard
some time later that a sister ship of the Kirki was in port at Kwinana at the time. I was
concerned about that because I understand that it was at least a couple of years older than the
Kirki. It is alleged that when the Kirki was in port on its previous trip it was not in good
working condition. I asked the Minister a question on that subject and her reply indicated
that she did not know it was there. She said she had been at breakfast at Fremantle that
morning when somebody had mentioned it. Bearing in mind that the rock lobster industry
alone is worth $200 million, one would have expected the Government to inform itself about
every vessel coming in and going out of the port. It certainly should be aware of the foreign
vessels using our ports and it should apply the most stringent conditions, because Australian
vessels are required to comply with those conditions. If this Government is prepared to
accept the shipping garbage of the world, it is in error, It should set a higher standard for
Western Australian ports. It acts on behalf of Western Australians and as a Government it
has a poor record. It needs to have a great deal more consideration for the people involved in
industries in Western Australia.
MR BLOFFWITCK (Geraldton) [9.13 pm]: I am pleased to have an opportunity to speak
in this Budget debate. As it is the first time I have had this opportunity, I took particular
interest in the Budget and I have a number of comments to make. I understand the
Treasurer's dilemma in presenting this Budget in that revenue will be down because of the
present state of the economy and, therefore, there is little money to play with. A classic
situation occurred when the Queensland Government brought down its Budget. I listened to
the speech made by the Queensland Premier, Mr Goss, who said he would be the envy of
other Stare Governments. I must agree with him, I am certainly envious of the capital works
he talks about - $3 billion compared with the $1.3 billion allocated by the Western Australian
Government. I took particular interest in an article in the newspaper which stated that -

Burdened by debt, the WA Government brought down a Budget which forecast that
the State's public sector expenditure would be in deficit to the tune of $668 million.
Queensland has forecast a surplus for its public sector of $252 million -

Mr Graham: What is the source?
Mr BLOFFWITC-: It was an article by Louis Beckerling The West Australian. The
member for Pilbara is welcome to see this article.
The article quite rightly states that Queensland is reaping the reward for tight fiscal
management by not only the present Government but also previous Governments, which we
are aware were conservative Governments. It illustrates how a State can do something about
its economy. We often hear claims that many matters are out of the hands of the State
Government; for example, Federal taxes and duties, industrial relations laws and so on.
Everything is blamed on the Federal Government. I guess we can take heart from seeing that
it can be done properly and that taxes and charges can be kept down so that business is not
burdened with taxes. The Bje Ike Petersen Government managed to do for many years. We
all know that many Western Australian companies still have their head offices in
Queensland. Why is that the case when they pay wages in Western Australia? It is not
necessary to be a mental giant to understand that it is done to avoid paying the financial
institutions duty, mortgage taxes and any of the burdens imposed on business in this State in
the past eight or nine years. The sad fact is that this Budget will not change anything. I am
concerned when I hear Mr Goss saying that Queensland will continue to be a low taxing
Scate because his objective is to attract business from every other State in Australia. I am
very sad to see the way this State is going as a result of what has been done to business in
this State to create this current situation. It is very sad to see that absolutely nothing is being
done to rectify it. The Western Australian Government borrowed another $50 million to
make public servants redundant at a time when this State has the highest unemployment rate
in the country. The Leader of the Opposition was asked what he would do about it and he
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replied that he would try to place them somewhere where they would be productive. That
seems to make more sense than borrowing $50 million to retrench them. One reads similar
comments in the Press. The Western Australian Government has presented a Budget in
which it must borrow money in Order to keep running. At the end of the last year we were
told that the Government would balance its Budget by not making a $20 million repayment.
Of course, it is easy to balance one's Budget if repayments are not made on borrowings.
Many farmers and businesses would still be operating if they had the option of not making
capital repayments when they were due. Unfortunately, banks are not as tolerant with
farmers and businesses, and when capital repayments are not made the banks foreclose and
force the people out of business. The Government is able to decide what it will or will not
pay. That makes a mockery of the whole system, and it is a cause of great concern. When I
consider the present state of affairs and the Government's actions, I can only anticipate that
the position will worsen.
To illustrate the extent to which our situation has deteriorated I refer to the rate of exchange
with Japanese currency. In 1961 1 had the opportunity to visit Japan. At the time Australian
currency was in pounds, shillings and pence and the rate of exchange was 1 700 yen to the
pound. which is the equivalent of 850 yen to the dollar today. What is the current rate of
exchange? It is 96 yen to the dollar, which represents a 1:9 ratio of change from 1961 to the
present time. A Japanese car which cost $20 000 in this country with a 1:9 ratio factor would
cost a Japanese person $2 200. It is no wonder that I am concerned about where this State is
heading and what this Government is doing. Since Australia has floated its currency in the
world economy, we have seen the emergence of creative accounting where some debts are
paid and others are not. If the ratio is 1:9 today, what will it be by 1993?
Mr C.J. Bamnett: These people opposite do not appreciate how poor they are making
Australia.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: That is right, and that is the tragedy of it. They do not realise why it
appears to the Japanese who come here and look at properties which cost $900 000 that in
their real terms they are worth $ 100 000. What are we doing as a State to try to redress that
problem? Very little is being done. I am staggered to see the situation in which this State
now finds itself. I have read through the Budget speech of the Queensland Government and I
have read through the Budget speech of our Treasurer. The contrast is absolutely incredible.
If this is the way we have ended up after nine years of Labor Government in this State, and
that is the way Queensland has ended up after many years of conservative Government, I do
not believe, on the basis of the evidence in front of me, that there is any doubt about what
needs to happen in this State to turn it around.
Mr Pearce: Do you want a Joh-style Government here?
Mr BLOFFW1TCH: Would the Minister rather see a inister go to gaol on a corruption
charge for $2 500 or the WA Inc or Rothwells fiascos? Which would the Minister prefer?
That is mild compared with the mess this State is in.
Mr Pearce: It was not a Minister who went to gaol. It was a former Commissioner of Police,
who got 15 years in gaol for corruption.
Mr BLO)FFWITCH: We have not finished our Royal Commission yet.
Mr Pearce: The former Premier of Queensland is up on corruption charges.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: Who knows who will end up facing charges after our Royal
Commission?
Mr Pearce: I predict that if any person will face gaol as a member of Parliament as a result
of the Royal Commission, it will be someone on your side of the House; and you know who I
mean.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: I make a prediction that it will not be me. We definitely need to
address what we are doing. We need to lower taxation and cut back on our expenses; we
must start doing that the way Queensland has done it. We must encourage businesses to
come to this State. How are we encouraging them? 1 have compared the cost of electricity
not only in Queensland but also on the entire east coast, and our tariffs are six times higher
than the cheapest in the Eastern States. Queensland uses coal and we use coal, so why is our
tariff six times higher?
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Dr Gallop: It is not six times higher.
Mr BLQFFWITCH: It was according to the tariff rates that I saw.
Dr Gallop: Use the aver-age.
Mr BLQFFWTTCH: I am saying we must be competitive.
Dr Gallop, You are not considering in your analysis the lowest tariffs we offer to business
by contract.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: I consider, as the owner of a business which employs 34 people, that
the reason I am paying the peak rate is that I am subsidising the Government when it wants
to do little deals with the larger businesses about which we were talking previously. The
Government is the friend of those big business empires.
Dr Gallop: We are trying to bring down the tariffs.
Mr SLOFFWITCH: Trying to bring them down! Why have I seen my tariff increase over
the last two or three years? I would like the Minister to tell me when will I see a reduction in
my tariff in my business? Will it be in six months, one year, or three years?
Dr Gallop: It depends on how you arrange your business.
Mr BLOFFWITCH-: I am asking a question.
Dr Gallop: Have you arranged your business so that you can take advantage of it?
Mr BLOFFWITCH: if I cut down on my use of electricity, I will get lower bills. That
answers my question!
Mr Shave: Do you know what will happen? We will all be like the people in New Norcia
who are canting water if we leave it to this Government. Why doesn't the Government get
the economy working?
Dr Gallop: What would you do to cut electricity tariffs?
Mr BLOFFW1TC-: To start off, I would not have become involved in pre-buying coal arid
in losing massive amounts of money so that we are -

Dr Gallop: You have been reading some very strange documents.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: I thought that was what I had been hearing out of the Royal
Commission, and the Minister calls that a strange document. The Minister will learn that if a
business puts itself in an impossible financial capital situation, it will pay for it. The
unfortunate thing is that the Government is not paying for it; the consumers are paying for it.
Dr Gallop: What is your strategy?
Mr BLO)FFWITCH: The First thing I would do is find out the reason for the differences in
the tariffs between Queensland and Western Australia, which are both using coal. What are
the costs?
Dr Gallop: To some extent they are in the labour area - a very small proportion of the total
cost.
Mr I3LOFFWITCH: There is a big difference in the price.
Dr Gallop: We are looking at changing the number of workers. That has been happening
over the past two years, The member should look at the figures.
Mr BLOFFW1TCH: When will I see the results?
Dr Gallop: You are seeing them every day. Secondly, we have introduced competition into
the gas market which never existed previously. The member should ask Alcoa which will
tell him about it.
Mr BLOFFWlTCH: There is a significant difference in the price between Queensland and
Western Australia.
Dr Gallop: It is cheaper in Queensland.
Mr BLOFFWfl'CH: That is exactly what I said. What I would do on a State basis is emulate
the Queensland philosophy, in respect of not onlyelectricity but also Stare charges and freight
rates. I have not compared the freight rates. H-as the Minister?
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Dr Gallop: It is worth doing.
Mr BLO)FFWITCH: So even with more expensive freight rates, they still have cheaper
electricity? That is marvellous. These are the enigmas that we see. Members opposite keep
telling us that they are so much better ar doing things and are bringing down electricity
tariffs, but when I ask the Minister a simple question about when will I get cheaper
electricity in real terms - not that the tariff was going to be increased by 10 per cent but it
will now be increased by nine per cent, so it is cheaper - I cannot get an answer. The
Minister has told me that tariffs will be reduced by 25 per cent over a period, but can the
Minister give me the time frame? Will it be by 1993 or 1995? When will it be?
Dr Gallop: The member has just outlined the strategy. We have a strategy to reduce tariffs
by 25 per cent over this decade.
Mr BLOFFWI1'C-: Ten years! The only thing the Minister can be grateful for is that in
1993 his Government wilt not be in office so he will not have to worry. That is unbelievable.
Dr Gallop: We have certain problems here: We have a smaller market and a larger State,
and we also have a big problem called an interest bill. The member should look at that.
Mr Pearce: That is right - from the pipeline from the North West Shelf. That is what Joh
does not have to pay for.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: So the reason we had the WA Inc and Rothwells fiascos was because of
our gas pipeline? Is that what the Minister is saying?
Dr Gallop: No.
Mr Pearce: We are still paying the bill for that pipeline.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: How much gas are we selling overseas?
Mr Pearce: Lots, but not enough to pay the bill.
Mr BLOFEWITCH: So that was an absolutely terrible thing to do!
Mr Pearce: Do not complain about paying the bills if you think it was a good thing to do.
Just pay the bills. Be grateful, and send a letter of gratitude to Sir Charles Court.
Mr BLO)FFWITCH: I am not complaining, I am saying that looking at it on that basis we are
far less efficient than is Queensland. Queensland does not have the massive debt we have. It
has cheaper Costs for business in general, and I can give examples of corporate companies
that have changed their management. The member for Cotteslce would have seen it in some
companies, which would have changed their business headquarters. When we first
introduced it there was a fairly large exodus from this State, as members opposite would
have seen. It is time we looked again at those things. I do not say it will be easy for
whichever party is in Government but we must start addressing it.
Dr Gallop: We are doing it.
Mr BLOFFWITCI-: No, we are not. I see no benefit, no tangible difference. My electricity
charges and water rates rise each year. I have heard of the fixed charge fiasco that is
occurring: It is five per cent there, but a fixed charge of $1 000 applies for a house to be
built. There is a fixed charge for this and for that. The meters will be read each month so
that the $4 or $5 fee can be charged 12 times a year instead of three or four times. That is
not a price increase, that is the system.
Mr Lewis: The bills are lower but you get more of them each year.
Mr BLOFF WITCH: I receive 12 of them each year now; that is the problem.
Dr Gallop: Compare the history of taxes and charges under the Liberal Governments from
1974 to 1983 with those imposed by Labor Governments.
Mr BLQFFWfl'C-: I have, and I have seen more new little taxes come in since 1983 than I
saw in the 10 years previous to that.
Dr Gallop: There has been an overall reduction in the amount of taxes.
Mr BLOFFWITC-: Does the Minister honestly believe that?
Dr Gallop: It is true. If you say itris not, you are denying the figures from the State
Treasury.
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Mr C.J. Barnett: The member for Geraldton might be interested to know that Queensland
has increased the threshold for payroll tax -

Mr BLOFFWITCH: To $600 000?
Dr Gallop: It was not even addressed by you.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Geraldton should resume his seat. The
debate has been a little erratic at times. That is fine, but when we have a cross-Chamber
debate cutting across the member on his feet it is getting out of hand. I ask members to
restrain their interjections with that in mind.
Mr BLOFEWITCH: It is time we examined these things. It is particularly difficult with the
environment we have in this State to give our business and our economy a boost. The
misconception that jobs are created by Governments and unions sitting down and talking to
each other never ceases to amaze me. How many people do the unions employ? I hear that
the Government intends to talk with the unions about employment and that the Australian
Council of Trade Unions will sit down with the Federal Government and work out how to
create jobs.
Dr Gallop: If you do not believe that the Australian wrade union movement has made a
significant contribution to the welfare of this country over the last decade you live in cloud
cuckoo land.
Mr BLOFEWiTCH: The Minister can talk all he likes about the unions and Government
departments, but the only way jobs will be created is by stimulating business. The Minister
would be aware that the small business sector employs 48.5 per cent of the work force in this
country. That is where scope exists for creating jobs; that is the environment we must
stimulate. They are the sorts of things we must do because through taxes, whether Federal or
State, small business will allow the economy to experience a resurgence. Of course, that is
Queensland's philosophy. Let us compare Queensland's gross revenue with our own.
Western Australia raises approximately $2.4 billion whereas Queensland raises about
$5 billion; and why? It is because Queensland has an excellent business base which
contributes to that gross revenue.
People in my electorate will feel the pain of some of the cuts the Government has had to
make in this State, and one such cut is in community services. Last year, through the
Geraidron Mid-West Development Authority, we were successful in obtaining a grant from
the Department for Community Services for a psychologist to work at a women's centre with
children who had been sexually abused and parents who were affected by this. I have spoken
to the police about this, and have learnt that the psychologist did a wonderful job and was a
great help. However, the funding has now been reduced to the extent that, where the centre
received funding for a full rime psychologist, it can now afford to employ one on only a half
time basis, It is difficult enough to get a professional person to come to Geraldton, but to get
somebody to come on a half time basis is virtually impossible. I want to talk to the Minister
for Community Services about chat. I am not saying he said yes or no, but this illustrates
some of the cuts that have been programmed.
Mr Pearce: I will make another comparison. Under the formner Liberal Government there
was not only no full time psychologist, but also no Geraldton Mid-West Development
Authority. There was nothing like that under the Liberals.
Mr BLQFFWITCH: When I started to speak I said that this is the first Budget I have seen.
This is the system I am looking at. We can go back for countless generations and look at
what people did or did not do, but these are the services and facilities affected in my
electorate and this is the pain and anguish I have seen.
Another criticism I have heard which is valid concerns the education system. I was pleased
to see some money provided in the Budget for school maintenance. When I took over the
seat of Gerald ton I visited each of the schools in the electorate and have been back a couple
of times, and on each occasion I heard nothing but complaints about flyscreens, doors and
leaking verandahs. I know that the Building Management Authority is very busy and that
money is tight, because it has taken me live months to get an office. I have not complained
at all because I realise that times are tough. I would much rather the schools be fixed than
that I have an office.
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Mr Pearce: It took a Liberal Government 12 months to provide me with an office in 1977.
Mr BLOFPWITCH: Things are improving - it has taken me only five and a half months to
get one. I accept that we live in difficult times, but when the education allowance of $50 for
primary school children and $100 for secondary school children was withdrawn the
Premier's statement indicated that the money saved would be used to Provide maintenance in
public schools. Parents of children at private schools in my electorate, who have Inst their
$50 or $ 100 allowance, are asking why all the money should go to public schools.
Mr Pearce: It is not.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: That is the impression I received from the Budget speech when we
were told that that money would be put towards maintenance programs for schools. If the
Minister is telling me that that will not be the case, I would like to hear him say so.
However, that is not the instruction I have received.
Mr Pearce: Non-Governiment schools, compared with Government schools and the cuts
received generally, are getting a better deal. They are getting a hugely better deal than in the
days of the Liberal Governments.
Mr BLOFFWITCII: I am not arguing about whether it is a good or bad deal or about history;
I suggest that it is wrong that the $50 and $100 allowance is to be taken away from the
private school parents and nothing is to be given back in return. flat is an observation
relayed to me and I quite agree with it.
Dr Gallop: One thing you can point out to these people is that they will receive a stable,
clear set of policies which make low interest loans available. These will stabilise over a
three year period - a great deal of work has been done on this.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: 1 will be interested to talk to schools in my electorate about that. Does
it relate to public or private schools?
Dr Gallop: Private schools.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: I will be interested to know what will happen with that.
The Budget indicates that $78 million is to be spent on school upgrades over a two year
period. flat is $39 million per year. I am told that last year $29 million was spent in this
area and the schools are the worst they ever have been - they are a disgrace. As has been
mentioned before, this extra $10 million per year will not be anywhere near enough to bring
the schools up to the desired standard. The Government spent $29 million last year and the
majority of the schools went backwards; therefore, how will a mere $10 million extra
improve the quality of buildings of the schools? Also, over the two year period the inflation
factor with increases in wages and material will reduce the $39 million to about $32 million
in real terms. If the Government has $5 million or $6 million extra to spend in this area in
1992 in real terms, this will be little more than the $29 million spent last year. The Treasurer
has admitted that the school maintenance program has fallen behind. How will we reverse
this situation if more money is not provided? Maybe cleverer people than I are working
these things out; however, I have difficulty seeing how the school maintenance situation will
be improved over the next two years.
I ask Government members to pass on an inquiry to the Treasurer She made a statement
regarding motor vehicles and a plan to make Government motor vehicles more accountable.
She will introduce a fund so that when a vehicle is sold the money is placed in the fund and
then used to repurchase vehicles. However, will the department pick up the deficit? Does
that mean we wI revert to the sensible way of purchasing our vehicles rather than leasing
them? I do nor know which whiz kid convinced the Government that operating a lease was
cheaper than buying from one's account. The only reason to do that is when one does not
have the consolidated funds to buy the vehicle; if that is the case with the Government, it
should go for it. However, leasing is the most expensive way to buy a vehicle and, as I said
regarding Stateships, it is far cheaper to use a normal commercial loan.
Mr McNee: But you have to find a lender!
Mr BLOFFWITCI-: The Government does not seem to have any problem in finding a
lender. Why does the Government not use a corporate hire purchase loan to buy vehicles
rather than using a lease? Leasing is effective for the small businessman so that he does not
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have to worry about a depreciation schedule and other such rubbish; he knows what the lump
sum value is in that situation. However, the Government has a million and one accountants,
and that argument does not relate to it. Why did the State ever change from purchasing
vehicles and putting them through the auctions system after they had been used? In those
days as a result of tax differences and discounts the Government would receive back the
money paid for the car. That way it could recycle its assets.
Mr- Strickland: That can be done with a trade-in when the vehicle has done 40 000
kilometres. However, the figure for Government vehicles last year was 60 000. Therefore,
the Government is taking the cash out of its asset base of vehicles.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: This is a similar situation to the maintenance of schools. There is a
danger of getting out of a sequence and routine and being caught out - the Government has
been caught out in leasing vehicles. Is the Treasurer saying that members of Parliament will
repurchase their vehicles? The Parliament would like to know what is happening in that
regard.
I was pleased to see that the marina project is to be continued at Geraldton. We are looking
forward to irs completion. I give credit where it is due, and the Government had a lot of
foresight in moving the railway tracks involved with that project. It is a pity that it did not
move all of the cracks, but nobody is perfect. We are grateful for what we have received. I
was a little concerned that six months after the announcement nothing was happening with
the marina. However, I am assured by the Department of Marine and Harbours, and by the
Budget allocation, that the project will continue in 1991-92. An allocation of $1.75 million
is made for a wharf. Could somebody from the other side provide an explanation regarding
the planned Storage of mineral sands? Is the Government responsible for that, or is it a
company responsibility?
Dr Gallop: I do not know.
Mr BLOFFWITC-: Perhaps somebody else could follow up that point. I welcome this
facility but I wonder about the logic of the Government's providing the mineral sands storage
facility when times are so hard.
Another worry which was raised by a previous speaker relates to the break-up of the Kirki off
our coast. Everyone was extremely grateful that the accident involved light crude, the ship
did not completely break up and that it was moved away from shore and the oil pumped out.
However, I am deeply concerned that no provision is made in the Budget, or anywhere else,
for handling such emergencies. We have been told by various speakers that this accident will
nor be a rarity because many ships of that age are in service around the world. Crude oil is
being moved in and out of our ports as a result of the world parity pricing instituted by the
Federal Government. We encourage people to buy oil from Australia, and the resulting ships
come around the south of Australia and straight up our coast. I am staggered when looking
at the importance of the crayfishing industry to this State; it produces $200 million a year in
business and it is probably one of the few businesses in this State this year which has not felt
the real effects of the depression. That is mainly because it works on a United States dollar
system. It is not subject to dealing with local situations as it operates on a world market.
The fishermen are earning about $US2I a kilo for* their crayfish. That price is probably the
best they have ever received and catches are reasonably good at present. The baby crayfish
grow from miniature prawns in the coral close to the shore. The mid west coast is probably
the richest crayfishing ground in the world, particularly around the Abrolhos Islands. Had
the Kirki's oil spill been of a heavier crude oil the potential crayfishing market would have
been absolutely devastated. The member for Nedlands said earlier that perhaps old derelict
ships should be stationed nearby in case of another oil spill. That would avoid a delay of
from three weeks to a month while a vessel was towed to the scene. I would like to have
seen some provision in the Budget for something like that, but there is nothing. I know
concern was genuine from both sides of the House for the industries along the coast during
that disaster.
Mr Strickland: Even big plastic bags could have been used to at least contain the oil.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: I do not care what is proposed, as long as provision is made for
something. I would even accept somebody being commissioned to look into emergency
procedures in order that they work a little better. I am disappointed that the matter has not
been addressed.
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I refer to the Capital Works Program and quote from the Queensland Budget -

The Budget will directly boost employment opportunities in Queensland by providing
for:

* A record capital works program of $3 billion, creating an additional 8,000
jobs.

* A $70 million, 21 per cent increase in employment and training initiatives,
resulting in an additional 9,400 training places.

How much did this Government provide for employment and training initiatives? Our
Budget allocation was $1.3 billion while Queensland's was $3 billion. The Queensland
Budget provides $70 million for employment and training initiatives and further states -

A special $8 million, 66 per cent increase in funding for promotion and marketing of
Queensland as an international and domestic tourist destination, assisting in the
creation of 20 000 new jobs.

What is this Government doing in that field?
Mr Pearce: My colleague the member for Kenwick has just made the point that the
Queensland Government has a huge backlog of funds. Previous Queensland Governments
had no social services whatsoever-
Mr Lewis: You should ask Wayne Goss what he thinks.
Mr- Pearce: Queensland has no Environmental Protection Authority; it is setting up its own
EPA and is using the Western Australian EPA as a model.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: Despite all the deficits Government members are saying existed, for
years the populations from Victoria and New South Wales have been streaming into
Queensland. It has not been the other way round because of the lack of social services.
People used to come to Western Australia, but that was 1O years ago.
Mr Pearce: They still come here. Perth has the greatest inflow in Australia of people from
the Eastern States.
Mr BLOFFWITCI-: Is that why we have the highest unemployment?
Mr- Pearce: No. Queensland's growth comes from retired people.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: They are not all retired people. The figures I saw indicated that
something like 40 per cent were retired people. I agree that that is high.
Mr Pearce: A significant proportion of people take their retirement superannuation and seek
the sun in Queensland because they have not seen it in Melbourne. It came out in 1964 for
half a day. The level of local taxes was lower because the Government provided no social
services; it did not have children going to school and the Commonwealth Government paid
for medical expenses.
Mr BLOFFWlTCH: Is it not funny that Queensland did not want to become part of
Medibank? We have heard the Minister for Health describing the very subtle techniques the
Federal Government uses to cajole the States to accept its system. I lived in Queensland -

Mr Pearce: And you moved to Western Australia. That is the point.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: I was born in Western Australia. I happened to be in the defence
forces. That is something not many members opposite would understand. I was posted to
Queensland during that time.
Mr Cunningham: Whereabouts, Eagle Farm?
Mr BLODFFWITCH: Is the member talking about the racetrack?
Mr Cunningham: No, which defence unit?
Mr BLOFEWITCH: I was stationed at HMAS Morton. During my time in Queensland I
noticed the matters the Minister for the Environment has referred to. Despite the fact that
Queensland did not want to participate in Medibank, it was the only place operating free
hospitals. He knows that as well as I do.
Mr Pearce: The Labor Government introduced the free hospital situation.
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Mr Bloffwitch: Queensland had not had a Labor Government for 30 years. That system
operated under a conservative Government which had been in office for many, many years.
Members should not believe me, they should read The West Australian article which
compliments the previous conservative Government for Queensland's being the envy of all
the States in Australia. We should take a leaf out of the Queensland Government's book and
not continue with the belief that small and medium businesses can pay for the wrongs of
which Governments are capable. Whether the Government likes it or not, the fiascos, of WA
Inc and Rothwells Ltd will be paid for by the business sector. The present Government has
lumbered chat burden on this State and I believe it should never be forgiven.
MR OMODIEI (Warren) [9.57 pm]:- Every time I look at the Budget papers, the situation
seems worse. The 1991-92 Budget will probably go down in history as one of the worst
Budgets this Parliament has ever seen. We have had some very good teachers in the past few
years concemning budgeting in this State. Earlier this morning the Speaker Commented that
same matters contained within the Budget could be debated today, but could not be debated
during the Estimates Committees. As a parochial member for Waren I find very little in the
Budget for my electors,
Mr Pearce: Don't any of your people go to school or get sick?
Mr OMODET: They certainly do.
Mr Pearce: Aren't there any without skills?
Mr OMODEI: Yes there are.
Mr Pearce: Is no-one paying the doctors?
Mr OMODEI: Some money has been spent on them in the past. This year no capital works
are planned in my electorate that I can see. I refer to the Health budget. One cannot help
referring to some of the comments that have been made earlier in the House. The importance
of the Education and Health budgets are highlighted by the fact chat they represent
42 per cent of the Consolidated Revenue Fund Budget - a very big slice of the Budget.
When we take into account this financial year's projected inflation rate of 4.1 per cent and
population increases, we find that the 4.2 per cent increase on the $1 434.5 million allocated
for health this year amounts to $51.6 million. It is a significant increase but will be taken up
by inflation and the population increase.
I refer again to the Warren District Hospital and I will keep on referring to it for as long as I
am in this place. In a speech in 1989, then Premier Peter Dowding said that the Capital
Works Program included a rationalisation of the Wiluna Nursing Post and the construction of
a health Centre at Fitzroy Crossing, and planning for redevelopment of the Broome Regional
Hospital and the Waren District Hospital had also commenced. The former Premier will go
down in history as a person who manipulated the truth. The fact is the Warren District
Hospital redevelopment did not commence and the people in the Manjimup district are still
waiting for an allocation of capital work funds for that project. Some of the reasons given by
various Ministers for that project not taking place, whether they be Ministers for Health or
for the South-West, indicate how mendacious the Government really is on these issues. We
have been told that Commonwealth funding for a nursing hospital is holding up the
redevelopment. That funding has been promised now for at least two years, The Treasurer,
Dr Lawrence, made it quite clear that Commonwealth funds should be allocated to this State
and then redistributed. Those funds have never been allocated. The whole of the Blackwood
health region, which includes the Manjimup, Bridgetown, Boyup Brook, Pemberton and
Nannup areas, is waiting for permanent nursing care and aged accommodation beds, but
funds for medical care and health facilities in that region have not been delivered by the State
Government. Members may be interested to know that Augusta's population includes the
largest number of people over the age of 70 in Australia. With that in mind, the State
Government has indicated that health funds to that area will) be cur by four per cent. In the
week before the Budget, the Minister for Health said that that allegation was not correct and
that the information that I had received was incorrect. In checking the veracity of his
statement I found that the regional office of the Health Department had made it clear to the
Augusta Hospital that it would receive cuts in the Budget. In an area which has the highest
number of people over the age of 70, that does not make sense. The people of Augusta feel
cheated by not being given what most people would deem a necessity in this day and age.
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Mr Blaikie: The real tragedy is the number of people who have gone to the town believing
that these facilities would be supplied. The fact that the Government is denying them those
facilities is like taking them off a life support system.
Mr OMODEI: I agree with the member for Vasse. Many people, including those who
moved to Augusta because of the promise of a new resource project in the form of the
Beenup mineral sands project, will be worrying about funding for their local hospital To
add insult to injury, the Augusta school has not received funding either. This small town that
relies on the most essential facilities of health and education has been cheated. The Augusta
school with its lack of a covered area, lack of school classrooms and lack of teacher staff
room facilities has been short changed by this State Government.
I never cease to be amazed how this State Government makes grandiose promises of funding.
Its slick PR machine moves into action. The Government has now promised $48 million for
a new hospital in Bunbury, not a redevelopment of the old hospital. The old hospital is only
30 years old and could probably be redeveloped or built in conjunction with the private
St John of God Hospital. However, upon analysis, the Budget reveals that only $1.7 million
will be spent on capital works this financial year. Therefore, the people of the south west are
being deceived yet again. I have highlighted health and education because I believe they are
the two items that are absolutely necessary for a community. Many of the social problems
that we are suffering from in our community stem from a lack of good health facilities and
good education facilities.
I want to refer now to specific items in the Budget for the Warren electorate rather than
generalise. An upgrading of the Bridgetown High School has been promised for more than
10 years. The Bridgetown Parents and Citizens' Association has received the same
pro forma letter from the Ministry of Education for many years except that it has a different
date on the top and a different name on the bottom. That school has gone to great lengths to
put before the Ministry of Education a 12 page submission which highlights the necessity for
an upgrade of that school. A review of the school buildings was done in 1984 and a
submission was sent to the then Minister for Education, Dr Carmen Lawrence, in 1989. She
made some promises about upgrading the school following that submission. A further
submission was sent to the Minister for Education, Hon Kay Hallahan, in March of this year.
The school was built around 1952 and little work has been done on it since that time. The
home economics room is now 40 years old. Students still use the old aluminium pots and
pans and the old 1950s structure and layout is not conducive to teaching young people home
economics. The building program was to be staged and therefore the parents were not asking
the State Government for huge sums of money. The first stage included a new
administration block and library which would be built from funds supplied in the last couple
of Budgets. That funding has not occurred to the extent expected. Thierefore, a temporary
building which was in a dilapidated state has been placed on the site, which building acts as
the library. It is a normal transportable building without air conditioning. It is extremely
cold in Bridgetown in the winter and unbearably hot in the summer. The school wants a new
library to replace that existing temporary structure and that is only stage one. Every time I
see the home economics room I cannot believe that students have to put up with those
facilities. When it is compared with newer facilities in the State, it leaves one wondering
about the differences in the quality of facilities provided to people around this State.
Certanly, country areas are suffering.
The next section mentioned in the submission includes the drama, music and general purpose
classroom and a photography room. Would members believe that these rooms are located in
a two storied building and there is no room to store the cleaners' equipment on the second
floor? As a consequence, they have to cart their cleaning equipment from one floor to the
other. The next section in stage one is a medical centre which is an absolute necessity for
any modemn school. The school has quite properly advised the Ministry of Education that
they would not expect the work required in stage two, a new science room and an art room,
to be completed until 1995. I wonder when the school will get it! it is evident when one
visits the school that it is deficient in these areas. The art room is certainly far too small and
the students must use the outside covered area which is a patio constructed by the P & C
association. It certainly is deficient as a classroom. The school has not been unreasonable in
its request and some months ago it asked the inister for Education, Hon Kay Hallahan, to
visit the school. To date she has not done so. The computer room at the school must be seen
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to be believed. The classroom doubles as Mnother classroom and there is insufficient space to
house the computers. When the room is not being used as a computer room the computers
must be shifted off their benches and it is an unworkable situation. The students at the
Bridgetown High School are disadvantaged and they work under extremely difficult
conditions. High school students generally have a difficult enough task in attaining
acceptable grades without having to suffer those sorts of additional stresses. The next
section which has been listed will entail the enclosing of the wet area to allow it to be used as
an indoor physical education centre, for assemblies and performing arts. It is also envisaged
that the carport in the manual arts area be enclosed to be used for outdoor work. The
corridors require carpeting and the existing tiles have been there since the 1960s. Of course
there is a need to increase the size of the staff preparation rooms. The school hopes that
stage three of the improvements will be completed by the year 2000 and that by that time
stages one and two will be completed and that a review of the general purpose classroom to
accommodate the proposed increased number of upper and lower school students has been
undertaken.
I am informing members of the content of the submission and advise them that if they want
to visit a school which is disadvantaged and is being ignored and treated unfairly they should
visit the Bridgetown High School. The city-based members of Parliament would then realise
how lucky they are. I warn the Government that it may ignore the Warren electorate and the
people in the south west will suffer, but they will take the appropriate action against the
Government at the polling place. It is well known that the Government has three members in
the Legislative Council representing South West Region and one of those members could be
a casualty at the 1993 election if the Government does not take any action to upgrade the
Bridgetown High School. .the Manjimup Warren District Hospital, the Augusta Hospital and
school, and the Walpole school.
The member for Stirling mentioned the Walpole school earlier. Although Walpole is an
isolated town its population is growing. It experiences some of the lowest temperatures and
heaviest rainfall in this State. A few weeks ago I visited the town with the Federal member
for Forrest, Geoff Prosser, and it was maining heavily and was very cold. I witnessed a class
being taught in a garage which had been convented into a classroom. The floor consisted of
two foot square concrete slabs which were covered with a carpet square and the children
were provided with a small fan heater to keep them warm. I congratulate the Walpole
teaching fraternity and the children who attend the school for their excellent demeanour
they were in a cheerful mood and were probably unaware of the conditions in other schools
around the State in which students enjoy facilities which are conducive to their education.
The Walpole school has been waiting for many years for additional classrooms and covered
areas. The staff room is six metres long by two metres wide and with a fridge, sink and stove
in it there is very little room left for the teachers to congregate during their tea and lunch
breaks. This situation should not exist anywhere in this State, let alone in Walpole. I ask the
Government to take the time to look at this situation even though it may not be in a
politically sensitive area. The school is certainly in dire need of some assistance. It does not
want anything that is too expensive or unjustified.
The Treasurer announced in the Budget that the school maintenance program for which there
is an allocation for $75 million is for a two year program. Surely that is only $37.5 million
for each year. On close inspection of the Budget one finds under the non-residential building
program that only $20 million has been allocated to the school maintenance program. Given
that the Government is honest in its commitment and it does spend $37.5 million on school
maintenance, it is an increase of only a few million dollars on last year's allocation. The
Government would need to spend about $60 million immediately on school maintenance or it
will be sentencing the State of Western Australia to an ongoing bill that will accumulate and
will be impassible to fund if the economy of the State does not change dramatically. I am
concerned at the Government's deceit when it makes an announcement that it will allocate
funds to a program and then provides only half of that allocation. It is about time there was
honesty and integrity in this Government so that people know where they stand. If the
Government does not intend to spend that amount on school maintenance it should advise the
schools so that they can plan for their future.
Last year's Budget allocation for agriculture was $87.4 million and this year it is $92 million.
A close analysis of the Budget indicates that the increase in this allocation is the result of
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Commonwealth programs and the sponsorship of industry programs which have been funded
previously or are scheduled for this year. People in the agricultural areas have the distinct
impression that there has been no increase in the allocation to agriculture from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund and when one considers the circumstances facing the
agricultural industry in this State that is unacceptable. To add insult to injury the budget of
the Agriculture Protection Board has been reduced from $17.7 million to $15 million.
Anybody who knows anything about the control of noxious weeds and feral animals in this
State and the protection of our industries from other diseases and pests knows the benefits of
being a disease free State and sees this reduction as absolutely unconscionable. It defies
logic that that amount is reduced in this Budget when it has taken years to control noxious
weeds such as thistle, arum lily, blackberries and other declared plants and reduce the
number of starlings and dogs on the Nullarbor Plain. I can tell members from first hand
knowledge that the Agriculture Protection Board has done a remarkable job in this State in
the past 10 years and put in place programs that were slowly winning the war against these
pests, particularly blackberries in the State forests and on public lands. We now see a
reduction in this Budget for contingencies and personnel. If this program stops for one year
all the ground gained in he past five or six years will be lost. This is known by the people
on the ground.
If this Government talked to people in the Agriculture Protection Board it would hear the
same story that I am telling now; that the board's budget should have been increased not
decreased and things such as the checkpoint on the Nullarbor Plain improved. We could
have made a deal with the South Australian Government to have one border checkpoint to
reduce the cost of protecting agriculture by ensuring that noxious weeds and diseases were
kept out of the State. The north west checkpoint at Kununurra should also be assessed. We
should select the right access point and spend $1 million or whatever it takes to maintain a
disease free State. Being a disease free State has been good for Western Australia and
should be maintained at any cost.
One problem ignored by the Budget is footrot. Last year $323 000 was allocated from the
Agriculture budget to fight footrot. It was not a new item and the Government robbed Peter
to pay Paul. The program undertaken by the department was successful. Footrot is still
prevalent in the south west, particularly from Boyup Brook through to Margaret River. It is
costing this State in excess of $1 million each year. At one stage it was predicted that the
State would lose up to $16 million as a result of footrot. The Government could have well
maintained that program, and if necessary increased the allocation to it. If the State has to
invest $500 000 or $1 million to control footrot thereby saving the State in excess of
$10 million that proposition is worthy of consideration.
People in Western Australia are not fully conversant with apple scab. Members would know
from questions I have asked in this House that the apple scab disease broke out in the
Manjimup-Pemberton area last year resulting in a huge loss to the district. The people of
Manjimup, Pemberton and Donnybrook are to be commended for their persistent and diligent
attempts to control this disease. This again relates to having a disease free State. Western
Australia enjoys that status in the apple industry and can command a better price for its
product because of that. We can guarantee consumers a better product. Much work has been
done on the pink lady and sundowner apples which are new varieties which have been sold
around the world, including a promotion in London. As a result of that apple scab outbreak
the Manjimup-Pemberton community undertook an eradication program at its own expense
with assistance from the department and 50 000 trees were removed.
The apple industry is worth $27 million a year to this State. The sacrifice made by the
people in the Manjimup-Pemnberton area to the apple industry was absolutely tremendous.
The people worked above and beyond the call of duty with little support from the State
Government I have accompanied two delegations to the Minister for Agriculture about this
problem. He was very receptive and charming and told us about the Ord River pipeline. He
did not offer his latest tape, but I think it will be offered at the next meeting. The program
was suggested by the apple scab eradication committee headed by Charlie Walker, a former
State footballer who has worked above and beyond the call of duty. The last meeting with
the Minister came about as a result of a terse facsimile sent by Charlie to the Minister who
then gave a commitment that he would take a proposition to Cabinet that a $900 000
assistance program be mounted to eradicate apple scab. If one bears in mind the fact that the
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industry had already spent in excess of $1 million of its money on spraying and pruning
activities to protect the industry that puts the matter in perspective
The Premier's response to this problem has been disappointing. Despite all our approaches
she has given a negative response. I know that Hon Murray Montgomery, a member of the
National Party in the Legislative Council, is of the same mind as me and thinks that the
Government should be doing more to protect this industry. This is a worthy project as the
multiplier effect that will come from controlling this disease will greatly benefit the State.
The growers are so serious about addressing this problem that they moved at the last Western
Australian fruitgrowers' conference to impose an extra 200 levy to assist with the eradication
program. I hope that the Government recognises that commitment and puts in place
measures to match those funds, which will amount to $400 000. That would be a small
investment to make for the retention of a disease free status for our apple industry.
I turn now to the corporatisation of the Water Authority and SECWA and to the Premier's
statement that -

The Government has decided to increase the statutory authority levy on the turnover
of the Water Authority of Western Australia and the State Energy Commission of
Western Australia from three per cent to four per cent. The increase, which will
apply from 1 July 1991, will raise an additional $21.2 million in 1991-92. It will not
result in any consequential lift in charges applied to consumers.

Once again, another deception. This is another area where the Government is clearly
misleading the taxpayers of this State. It is something that primary producers are concerned
about. For the Premier to say that there will be no consequential lift in charges may be
technically correct but when one looks at the use of water one sees it is incorrect. I will
quote in a moment from a ministerial statement which sets out the charges. The Government
is talking about licensing bores. Members would know that there are similarities between
bore water and water stored in a dam. One is surface water and the other is moving water
under the ground, or it could be ancient artesian water. Either way it costs the farmer a lot of
money in this day and age to develop a bore or to construct a dam. I refer specifically to the
charges on bores that we are to put in place later this year. Once again the Government
refers to the user pays system. This is stated quite clearly -

There are several reasons far charging licence fees to pay costs of groundwater
management.
1. Equity and economic efficiency are more directly achieved when costs are

paid by the users of the resource.
2. Encouragement is given to those who use the water more productively or

more efficiently.
3. Unnecessary management is less likely to occur due to greater public

accountability.
Those are all commendable aims, but why is it that the primary production sector of the
State, one of the sectors which has made this State great and created its wealth, is penalised?
Do we see the same things apply to those who use ground water in the cities across the State?
It smacks of politics. There is less to lose by increasing charges in the country than by
increasing charges in the city. I refer specifically to the proposed charges.
Mrs Watkins interjected.
Mr OMODEI: These charges refer to the use of bore water in rural areas. There is no
statement that the Government will charge to licence bores in built-up areas. I do not want to
reply to any more interjections because I have only 12 minutes left and I want to use them.
The charges on 1 000 kilolitres amount to $50 a year. The charge for 10 000 kilolitres is
$200, and the scale of charges goes up to a maximum of five million kilolitres, where the
charge is $4 270.
In statements to the Press and the community the Minister has said that the fee structure is
still being finalised, but in most cases it will range from about $120 a year to $1 200 for large
commercial operations using up to 2.5 ililion kilolitres. I can tell members that 2.5 million
kilolitres amounts to about 55 million gallons, which would grow roughly 40 or 50 acres of
horticultural crops. Many horticultural operations exceed that amount, so we are talking
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about a charge of $1 200 going up to $4 270. These figures have not been stated in any of
the Press releases put out by the Minister. Itris very disconcerting to talk only about a licence
for the bore; we are not talking about the price of using the water. How far around the corner
will that be? The way this Government is going with all the losses being brought out into the
open, in a very short period primary producers will be taxed off their land. It is an absolute
disgrace that this Government should even consider this sort of an arrangement for producers
who amt already being hard hit right across the spectumt
Mrs Watkins: If I can interject and explain, in the metropolitan area we have a number of
rural producers.
My OMODET: That is right, and they are being charged. It is a disgrace that they are being
charged, and they think it is an absolute disgrace, particularly when horticulture is being
decimated by imported products and this Government is charging a licence fee, not to use the
water but -

Mrs Watkins: If I can interject -

Mr OMODEI: No, the Minister can make her statements later on. This is the thin end of the
wedge. The State Government has already signalled that the next thing it will try to do will
be to license surface water dams in this State. The rural producers I know will not take that
too kindly. Members should consider the total cast recovery. Why was there not total cost
recovery last year, the year before or the year before that? The rural producers of this State
in some cases are spending up to $200 000 to construct dams. The minimum range would be
$50 000 or $60 000. How do these people recover their total costs? The State Government
says it will impose a levy going up from three per cent to four per cent on the Water
Authority's budget. That could amount to $12 million or $15 million. That amount will be
creamed off the top above and beyond cost recovery. That is certainly not good enough from
my point of view, and I am sure that people in the south west will be very angry if the
Government wants to put in place total cost recovery by way of licensing dams. After al,
the project has been fully funded by the primary producer, and on that basis the State should
bear part of the cost of management of the water resource.
Members have mentioned the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation. A measure needs
to be put in place to assist people who are having difficulty in agriculture at this time. I base
that statement on the premise that most of the problems facing rural Western Australia are
not of their making; they are the result of deliberate trade distortions by overseas countries,
specifically the United States, the EEC and Japan.
Mr C.J. Barnett: And high input costs.
Mr OMODEI: High input costs are well and truly beyond their control. One need look only
at the fuel tax to see that the Federal Government is taking $7 billion in tax from fuel users.
Those members who are aware of the commercial scene will agree that fuel is one of those
great imposts on industry across the board. It applies all the way up the line, and the
consumer is the person who pays the price. During my trip to Esperance last week I was told
by the chairman of that corporation that on RAFCOR figures alone 10 per cent of farmers in
the Esperance area would be declared bankrupt this year. This is alarming. When I
investigated the matter further and talked to agricultural counsellors they told me that the
figure would be in excess of 10 per cent. Well in excess of 50 farmers will be going broke
ibis year; in some cases it will be their own fault because of poor management, but most of
the problems come from corrupt international markets, an issue which this State has not
addressed in any shape or form. Those small businesses which survive in country towns and
in the city have not received any kind of assistance package. This Government has been
most negligent in that area. It has not recognised the fact that small business has problems.
Ms Bridge: If you go around Australia you will discover whether that is what they say about
this State.
Mr OMODEI: Is the Minister telling me that small businesses in this State are booming?
Mr Bridge: I am not saying that.
Ms OMODET: I am telling the Minister that everywhere in this State small business is in
trouble. Agriculture is in trouble, and the Minister has done very little to redress those
problems-
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Mr Bridge: I travel around this State more than you fellows every week and nobody out
there worth his weight in salt will tell you that we have not tried to put things right.
Mr OMODET: It is a shame the Minister for Agriculture was not in the House earlier tonight.
I have been on my feet for 40 minutes and he has been here for two minutes. He does not
know what he is talking about. I can say with some conviction, from listening to the people I
met in my travels when I visited at least 10 country towns, that small business is hurting very
badly. These small businesses rely on the agricultural industry to keep them afloat.
Mr Graham: The Minister for Agriculture is more popular in your electorate than you are.
Mr OMODET: I have no problems with the Minister's being popular. He should be. I am
pleased about that. I wish he would write a few more songs. RAFCOR needs to be adjusted.
Perhaps something is wrong with the name and it gives the wrong impression to producers.
At the moment RAFCOR is not held in high regard, and that is an issue which can be
addressed with some input from the people who use the service. It may mean that the Rural
Adjustment and Finance Corporation guidelines must be expanded to allow it to assess rural
businesses. Certainly, at the moment, while the corporation has assisted many farmers, many
other farmers are not happy with the service.
I refer now to a couple of comments made by the Treasurer. We should ponder over those
comments. The Treasurer's Budget speech reads, in part -

Last year, for the eighth year in succession, the Consolidated Revenue Fund Budget
was balanced with expenditure growth being contained to a mere 2.1 per cent. In the
circumstances, that result was a remarkable achievement, even though we deferred a
planned $25 million repayment of principal on the debt obligation of Western
Australian Government Holdings and some alternative funding strategies were
necessary for some items of a capital nature.

What were the items of a capital nature? Once again, the language is flowery. Again, an
amount of $25 million was not held to account - as well as another $50 million. The Budget
speech refers to that matter in this way -

Including redundancy payments. expenditure is expected to increase by a further
$50 million or 5.7 per cent in total. This amount will be appropriated from the
General Loan and Capital Works Fund, bringing the Consolidated Revenue Fund into
balance.

Previous speakers have covered this point. It is an insult to the people of Western Australia
to be told that the Budget is balanced when in fact the Government has not accounted for
$75 million. We have witnessed a capital injection to the R & I Bank Ltd and the State
Government Insurance Commission that will compound the problem and place the taxpayers
of Western Australia under stress in future. At the same time, the Treasurer stated that "there
is much for Western Australia to be confident about". I am not confident that the
Government has the capacity to govern at all.
Mr C.J. Barnett: The Government does not know whether the Budget is balanced or not.
Mr OMODHI:- That is correct. I agree with the next statement -

Our potential is undeniable but, in order to fully realise that potential, all sectors of
the economy must work co-operatively in lifting activity and productivity, and in
reducing the currently unacceptably high levels of unemployment.

It is about time that the State Government played its part it is about time it lifted its game.
As a layman and as a person involved in primary industry and in agriculture, I can say that
farmers are being sentenced to a very grim future under this State Government.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of the House).

House adjourned at 10.43 pm
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

SWAN RIVER - CARBON, MR BARRY
Water Quality - Opinion Change

812. Mr MINSON to the Minister for the Environment:
(1) Further to a series of front page articles in The West Australian alleging a

breakdown of the Swan River ecosystem, will the Minister determine why the
Chairman of the Environmental Protection Authority, Mr Barry Carbon, in a
speech to 260 delegates at the National Congress of the Urban Development
Institute of Australia, on 19 March 1991 stated that due to EPA management
and EPA legislation the Swan River was one of the healthiest in the world and
that it was entirely free of problems apart from occasional jellyfish?

(2) Why did the EPA Chairman change his opinion as evidenced some six weeks
later in The West Australian of 4 May 199 1?

(3) Has the Swan River controversy been encouraged by the EPA as part of a
Government preconditioning for allocating $30 million in sewage works as
part of a recession employment scheme?

(4) If no to (3), will the Minister explain on what factual basis the $30 million
might be allocated to sewerage infihl?

(5) If the $30 million was not allocated to sewerage infihl, what alternate
economy boosting project would it be allocated to?

(6) Over what period have the Swan River Management Authority and other
agencies obtained water samples and conducted analysis of water quality in
the Swan River?

(7) What has been the sampling frequency, the number of sample stations and the
range of tests made on water samples taken to monitor the water quality of the
Swan River?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) 1 have been informed by the Chairman of the Environmental Protection

Authority, Mr Barry Carbon, that in his speech to the National Congress of the
Urban Development Institute of Australia on 19 March 1991 he did not say
that 'due to EPA management and EPA legislation, the Swan River was one
of the healthiest in the world and that it was entirely free of problems apart
from the occasional jellyfish'. The full tape of Mr Carbon's speech to the
national congress is available from the Environmental Protection Authority
and the relevant excerpt from it is as follows -

. . I would like to have had time to show you some slides this
morning to show you some of the statistics about what is happening in
Western Australia's environment. But those of you who are visitors, I
would urge you to go and have a look at the beaches and see how
clean they are, to have a look at the water and see how unpolluted it is,
to have a look at the river just down behind us, to know that the river
has fish swimming up and down it more than a metre long, and there
are crabs and prawns and jellyfish, lots of jellyfish - it is about the only
thing that makes swimming unpleasant.
The environment in Western Australia is pretty good. People live here
in an environment which is relatively free of industrial risk. There is
no residence in Western Australia where the risk to death from an
industrial accident is greater than one in a million per year - that is
about the risk of being struck by lightning, killed by lightning in
Western Australia. And the air is rather excellent.
But we have some old problems lie most parts of Australia, and
indeed most of the world..
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(2) 1 have been informed by Mr Carbon that in a paper presented at a conference
organised by the Institute of Valuers on 2 May 1991, he made specific
reference to backlog sewerage in Perth. An excerpt from that paper follows -

... with paowing city and also increasing community concern for the
environment, a number of issues have come to the fore and must be
addressed if we are to maintain our quality of life. In particular, the
pollution of Perth's groundwater, wetlands and rivers as a result of
inappropriate land use is a major concern.
One source of pollution is septic tank systems. Septic tanks are relied
on extensively throughout Perth for effluent disposal. Septic tank
systems are a source of microbial and chemical pollution and are
contributing to the degradation of Perth's groundwater, wetlands and
rivers.
The pollution potential is exacerbated because most of the soils on the
coastal plain have a limited capacity to remove microbes and nutrients.
Microbes are of concern to public health, and nutrients, in particular
nitrogen and phosphorus, can cause nutrient enrichment of wetlands
and rivers and also degradation of groundwater used for public water
supply. Approximately 36 per cent of Perth is unsewered - 170 000
lots. This compares with less than 10 per cent for Sydney, Melbourne,
Adelaide and Brisbane. Of these unsewered lots, approximately
32 000 are located within sewered areas, but still use septic tanks for
effluent disposal.
The cost of providing in fill or backlog sewerage to all developed areas
is currently beyond the financial capabilities of the Water Authority of
Western Australia. On average, infill sewerage is three to four times
more expensive than providing sewerage at the subdivision stage.
Further, when sewerage is provided, there is currently no requirement
for property owners to connect to the system.--

A copy of Mr Carbon's paper was provided to The West Australian newspaper
on 2 May 1991. The following day recent monitoring results collected by the
Waterways Commission concerning an algae bloom in the Swan River were
also provided to The West Australian newspaper. The EPA is not accountable
for headlines carried in The West Australian.

The Environmental Protection Authority has over the years continually given
advice to both Government and the public on the need for backlog sewerage.
One specific example is the evidence submhdted by the Environmental
Protection Authority to the parliamentary Select Committee appointed to
inquire into effluent disposal in 1988. A relevant excerpt from that
committee's report is as follows -

.. Another very important fact that was also stressed by witnesses
(Environmental Protection Authority and Waterways Commission)
was that while septic tanks are not the sole contributor to nutrient
loadings they are a significant one ...

The Environmental Protection Authority has no knowledge of the $30 million
allocated to sewerage works nor the recession employment scheme. These
matters may be more appropriately dealt with the by Minister for Water
Resources-

(6) 1944 -1953

1962 - to the present.
(7) (a) Variously - 3 monthly for routine monitoring

weekly to monthly for special studies.
(b) Five to 25 sampling points depending on the study and the type of

sampling.
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(c) Salinity temperature, ph, dissolved oxygen, biological oxygen
demand, pesticides, heavy metals, nitrogen, phosphorus and
phytoplankton as chlorophyll or cell counts.

TAFE - FEES
Increases

1033. Mr TUBBY to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Are fees for Technical and Further Education students to be increased?
(2) If so, will the increases be introduced this year or in 1992?
(3) Will the new charge be on a per student, per course or per subject basis?
(4) What will be the level of the fees charged?
(5) (a) Is the Minister negotiating with the Federal Government to have the

$4 000 earning limit on Ausrudy allowances increased so that these
fee increases can be met by students;

(b) if not, why not?
Dr GALLOP replied:
(l)-(2)

Student services fees will not be increased. However there will be an increase
in community and adult education course fees from I January 1991.

(3) All students enrolled in community adult education courses are charged per
enrolled hour.

(4) There will be an increase in fees for community adult education courses from
$3.20 to $4 per hour per student.

(5) Community adult education courses which are short term, part-time and non-
vocational are not courses appropriate for Austudy students.

GLUE-SNIFFING - PETROL, SOLVENT ABUSE
Offence Legislation

1038. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Community Services:
(1) Is it the Government's intention to introduce legislation that will, in effect -

(a) make glue sniffing, petrol sniffing and the misuse of other legally
available substances an offence;

(b) make it an offence for a person to encourage others to use glue, petrol,
solvents, etc as a mind-altering drug?

(2) If yes, when?
(3) If no, why not?
Mr RIPPER replied:
(1 )-(3)

Not at this stage. However the State Solvent Abuse Committee, chaired by
the Alcohol and Drug Authority with the Police Department and the
Department for Community Services being represented, will continue to
examine legislative and law enforcement options which will assist in dealing
with this problem.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON DE FACTO RELATIONSHIPS - RECOMMENDATIONS
IMPLEMENTATION

1093. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Justice:
What action, if any, has the Government taken to implement the
recommendations of the Select Committee on De Facto Relationships the
report of which was published in October 1990?
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M D.L. SMITH replied:
Since receiving the report of the Select Committee on De Facto Relationships,
the Government has sought conmment on the recommendations from the Chief
Judge of the Family Court, the Chief Justice, the Law Society and the
Registrar General. Those comments will be incorporated in a submission I
propose placing before Cabinet shortly to draft a de facto relationships Bill to
implement the recommendations of the Select Committee.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTRE - HOLMAN, DR
Report and Recommendations

1098. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Health:
(1) Has Dr Holman reported in line with answers given to question 437 of

30 Apr1 1991?
(2) If so, what was the general nature of his report and recommendations?
(3) Has the Government made any final decisions with respect to the future of the

Child Development Centre as a consequence of this report?
(4) If not, when will those decisions be made?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Dr Holman has prepared a draft report on his review of the child development

centre (CDC).
(2)-(4)

The CDC report objectives and draft recommendations have been overtaken
by events, in particular the review of metropolitan health services. It is now
intended that once these major issues are resolved the functioning of the
centre will be considered in line with any new arrangements resulting from
the review's recommendations, Dr Holman's draft report will also be
considered further a; that stage.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT - PESTICIDES AND BREAST MILK DOCUMENT
Aitdrin, Dieldrin, Heptachlor, Chiordane - Breas~fed infant Effects

1109, Dr ALEXANDER to the Minister for Health:
(1) With regard to the tabled document - memo to Richard Lugg, Acting Director,

Public Health, Heptachlor Submission/Corments on Critique by Professor
Samuel Epstein of 19 July 1988 - and its statement by the Health
Department's Mr Brian Wall in relation to alt-in, dieldrin, heptachlor and
chlordane, that "The Department recognises the possible effects of these
chemicals on infants especially if they are breastfed, and has consistently done
so". what are the possible effects of the chemicals on breastfed infants which
the Department has consistently recognised?

(2) With regard to a statement in a Health Department Media Statement of
7 August 1991, "Pesticide Residues Survey Confirms Breastmilk Safety", will
the Minister specify:
(a) what are the "laboratory assays which allow more precise detection of

chemical levels"?
(b) what is the "improved assay method"?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) The "possible effects of these chemicals" relate to animal studies which have

shown that suckling animals have increased mortality when dams are or have
been fed heptachlor. The Health Department of WA also recognises that the
effects are dose related and believes that it is extremely improbable that a
human infant would receive a dose sufficient to produce an adverse effect
when the chemical is used according to label instructions. Nevertheless the
department recommends in the interests of prudence that every effort should
be made to avoid exposure to cyclodiene chemicals if a woman is pregnant or
breastfeecling.
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(2) (a) Analytical chemistry technology is constantly improving due to
method research and development and improved instrumentation
available to analysts. Introduction of refined sample cleanup
procedures by chemistry centre analysts has permitted more precise
determination of low levels of organochiorine pesticide residues in
human milk.

(b) Gel permeation chromatography.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT - CHEMICAL INDUSTRY FUNCTIONS

Officer Sponsorship
1 110. Dr ALEXANDER to the Minister for Health:

(1) Further to question 840 of 30 May 1991, what -
(a) travel;
(b) conference autendances;
(c) trials;
(d) research;
(e) developmental programs;
for Health Department officers have been supported by the chemical industry
in -

(i 1987;
00i 1988;
(iii) 1989;
(iv) 1990?

(2) Further to (2),
(a) what financial support was received in each case;
(h) which company pmovided the support in each case?

Mr WILSON replied:

(i) 1987
Syntex USA
Mr L.P. Hackett
American Association of Clinical Chemists - San Francisco
Drugs of Abuse Conference
$1 856
Disposable Products
Mr P. Fogarty
Research into product sterilisation - South Australia
$808

(ii) 1988
Syva Australia
Mr LIJ Dusci
Screening for Drug Abuse Conference - Canberra
$566
Disposable Products
Mr N. Sivewright
Research in product specification - South Australia
$870
Abbott Diagnostics
Mrs G- ong
Trialling of equipment with a view to purchase - not purchased
- Brisbane

$1 178
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Abbott Diagnostics
Mrs C.A. Palmer
National HIV Workshop - Adelaide
$1 200
Bioenterprises
Mrs E. Kitison
Listeria Training Course - Sydney
$1 200
Food Processing Training Council
Mrs E. Kittson
Food Microbiology Conference - Brisbane
$1 200

(iii) 1989
Abbott Australia
Mir L.P. Hackett
Conference on Cyclosporin Analysis
$850
Sanosil Australia, Pure Water Corp
Mr D. Peterson
AWWA National Convention - Canberra
$1 380

(iv) 1990
Smith Kline and French
Dr M. Bucens
International Conference on Hepatitis - Houston Texas
$3 000
Bayer
Dr D. Smith
International Conference on Quinolones - Berlin
$6 500
Bayer
Dr D. Smith
Address on new antibiotics to GPs - (ieraldton
$500
Abbott Company
Dr M. Bucens and Miss S. Pow
Na,-onal meeting on AIDS testing - Melbourne
$700 each
Smith Kline and Beechamn
Dr D. Smith
International Congress of Chemotherapy - Berlin
$10 000
Astra Pharmaceuticals
Dr T. Lambert
Multicentre mra] of Remoxipride - Sydney
$1 100
Eli Lilly Australia
Dr M. Schineanu
Antidepressant Drugs - Melbourne - February 1991
$500
Bayer Diagnostics
Mr M.J. Cobb
Conference to assess equipment suitability - Melbourne
$1 200
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Welcome Australia, Oxide Australia, Disposable Products
Mr R. Curtis
Co-operative research between Indonesian Government, SHLS and
WA Museum
$1 000; $200; $1 000
Sanosil Australia
Mr D. Peterson
NH & MRC Legionnaires Conference -Melbourne 1990
$180

It should be noted that information includes persons who have indicated
attending conferences, etc, with company support while on annual leave from
the department. Approximate costs have been used where specific suppont
derails from the companies are not readily available.

WASTE DISPOSAL - LIQUID DISPOSAL
Health Department Sites

1116. Mr KIERATH to the Minister for Health:
(1) In regard to liquid disposal at rubbish disposal sites, which sites are under the

control of the Health Department?
(2) Does the Health Department contract out the management of these sites to

private companies?
(3) Which companies manage which sites?
(4) How much profit does the contract allow for at each site?
(5) Is the contract on a cost plus basis or some other arrangement?
(6) If so, what is this arrangement?
(7) How often can the charges for liquid disposal be increased?
(8) How many increases have occurred at each site and on what dates have the

increases occurred?
(9) Is there currently any future increase being considered?
(10) If so, what is the magnitude of the increase?
(1I) Does it comply with the terms of contract?
(12) What reasons have been given to substantiate such an increase?
Mr WILSON replied:
(I) The septage treatment piant and the industrial treatment plant, which are both

on the same site at Forrestdale.
(2) Yes.
(3) Envirogard.
(4) Envirogard was awarded the contract on the basis of the lowest price per

kilolitre tendered for waste disposed.
(5) See (4)
(6) The contract is based on a dollar charge per kilolitre of waste delivered, with

rate adjustments based on delivered volumes and on CPI movements.
(7) The rate for the septage treatment plant is normally increased twice a year for

CPI. Once a year for rate adjustment depending on volumes received.
The rate fur the industrial treatment plant is normally increased twice a year
for CPI and twice a year for rate adjustment depending on volumes received.

(8) Septage treatment plant - three increases have been made including CPI and
volume adjustments -
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1 October 1989
2 April 1990
25 April 1991

Industrial treatment plant - five increases have been made including CPI and
volume adjustments -

2 April 1990
1 July 1990
1 October 1990
14 January 1991
1 April 1991

(9) Yes.
(10) Final approval has not been gained for the rate adjustment t o commence on

1 October. However, it is expected to be approximately $5.49/Ki for the
septage treatment plant and $7.27/KI for the industrial treatment plant.

(11) Yes.
(12) CPI increases and a shortfall in the volumes received at the plants.

FINANCE BROKERS SUPERVISORY BOARD - ANNUAL CERTWFICATES
Outstanding Certifcates

1117. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:
(1) How many finance brokers' annual certificates issued by the Finance Brokers'

Supervisory Board have not been issued prior to the due date of renewal for
the years -

(a) 1989;
(b) 1990;
(c) 1991?

(2) As of this date, how many annual certificates remain outstanding to be issued
prior to their due date of renewal?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:
(1) The renewal of annual certificates is subject to examination by the board and

the following procedure is followed -

1. Applications are sent out approximately two months before the due
date.

2. Upon receipt they are processed and submitted to the board.
3. The board meets monthly and in some instances the renewal is

deferred to the next meeting to allow further information to be
obtained for the board.

To provide the information requested by the member would involve the
separate examination of each finance broker's file to compare date of receipt,
date submitted to the board, date of expiry and date of formal approval for
each of the years requested. This would be an extremely time consuming
exercise.

(2) 13 being processed at present.
EDUCATION MINISTRY - ABORIGINAL LIAISON OFFICERS

Employmnene Statistics
1120, Ms TUBBY to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:

(1) How many Aboriginal Liaison Officers does the Ministry of Education
currently employ?

(2) What is the total cost for this service broken up as follows -

(a) salaries;
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(b) travel expenses;
(c) accommodation expenses;
(d) other expenses?

(3) Are these officers employed through the Central Office or District Offices?
Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) 24.
(2) (a) The per annum cost of salaries and district allowances is currently

$686938.
(b)-(c)

Travel and accommodation expenses for 1991 were $79 000,
incorporated into district budgets; and

(d) The Aboriginal Liaison Annual Conference for 1991 cost $20 000
including travel and accommodation.

(3) District offices.
TAFE - RESTRUCTURING

Blueprint
1126. Mr TIJBBY to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:

(I) Is there a blueprint for Technical and Further Education restructure?
(2) If so, would the Minister please furnish me with a copy?
(3) Is there a timetable for TAFE restructuring?
(4) If so, would the Minister please furnish me with a copy?
(5) When are TAPE staff to receive the three per cent salary increases which have

already been awarded to school teachers?
(6) How much time has the chief executive of TAPE spent overseas during the

last twelve months?
(7) What direct benefits, if any, have flowed to the TAPE sector as a result of this

travel cost, when the overall TAPE budget for 1990-91 was cut by seven per
cent in real terms?

Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) Yes. The planned restructure of the Department of TAPE has been

disseminated to TAPE staff on several occasions.
(2) Yes.
(3) The restructure began with college clustering and has continued in

consultation with the State School Teachers Union. Progress is contingent
upon agreements being reached with the union which are sustainable under
the structural efficiency principles before the Industrial Relations
Commission.

(4) As stated, the progress of the restructure is contingent upon agreements being
reached with the union. This precludes the setting of a fixed step by step
timeline.

(5) TAPE lecturers have already received the two three per cent pay increases
available through the 1990 memorandum of agreement associated with the
structural efficiency principle, and negotiations are continuing under the
provisions of Accord Mark VI.

(6) The chief executive officer has spent a total of 19 workcing days overseas in
the past 12 months.

(7) All overseas travel by the chief executive officer was spent attending
internationally recognised work related seminars on management and
education.
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SUICIDE - STATISTICS
1130. Mr WAIT to the Minister for Health:

How many deaths attributed to suicide have been recorded in each of the past
five years, including this year to date in the -

(a) metropolitan area, and;
(b) non-metropolitan areas?

Mr WILSON replied:
The deaths attributed to suicide for metropolitan and country areas for the last
five years are as follows -

Metropolitan Country Unknown Total
1985 120 50 4 174
1986 132 31 1 164
1987 159 43 2 204
1988 143 58 7 208
1989 131 52 - 183
Figures for 1990 and 1991 are not yet available.

HOSPITALS - IN.JRIES STATISTICS
Bicycle Injuries - Pedestrian Injuries

1137. Mr NICHOLLS to the Minister for Health:
(1) Further to the answer to question 802 of 1991, how many people were injured

and in need of medical treatment at a hospital in Western Australia in 1990?
(2) How many of those people were injured whilst riding a bicycle, in categories

of -

(a) minor,
(b) serious;
(c) fatal?

(3) How many people injured in an accident whilst riding a bicycle, as shown in
the answer to question 802 (2), were wearing a helmet?

(4) How many of the injuries highlighted in the answer to question 802, have
occurred on a public road?

(5) How many pedestrians have been injured and in need of medical treatment at
a hospital in Western Australia in 1989 and 1990?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) The number of discharges from acute general hospitals with a principal

diagnosis of injury or poisoning for 1990* is 33 038.
(2) The number of hospital discharges for patients involved in bicycle accidents,

broken down by seriousness of injury in 1990* -

Minor Serious Fatal Total
0-4 52 16 - 68
5-14 181 119 2 302
15-29 80 65 - 145
30-59 52 52 2 106
60+ 8 12 - 20
Total 373 264 4 641

(3) Statistics not collected.
(4) Of 641 discharges related to bicycle accidents in 1990*, 289 were reported to

have occurred on public roads.
(5) The number of hospital inpatient discharges for injured pedestrians -
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1989 458
1990' 414

* The 1990 hospital morbidity files are still being processed and were
approximately 99 per cent complete on 23 August 1991. Some of
these figures may vary slightly following completion of data
processing.

FREMANTLE PILOT SERVICE - PROFIT OR LOSS FIGURES
1154. Mr McNEE to the Minister for Transport:

With regard to the Fremantle Pilot Service -

(a) what are the profit or loss figures for the financial years ending June
1990 and 1991;

(b) what is the budgeted figure for the financial year 1991-92;
(c) have charges increased over the period I January 1990 to 26 August

1991;
(d) if so, when and by how much?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(a) It is not appropriate to regard pilotage in isolation in terms of profit or loss.

The pilotage charge is structured so that pilotage revenue covers the direct
cost of providing a pilotage service and also contributes to the indirect or
corporate cost of managing and administering nautical operations. The
indirect Or corporate costs include 24 hour control and coordination of ship
movements, which does not generate revenue in its own right. The financial
results for pilotage in 1989-90 and 1990-91 were as follows -

1989-90 1990-91
Revenue $2.83 million $3.56 million
Direct costs including
payroll on costs $2.11 million $2.26-million
Contribution to indirect
and corporate costs $0.72 million $1.30 million

(b) Revenue $3.16 million
Direct costs including
payroll on costs
Contribution to indirect
and corporate costs $0.49 million
It is likely that current Fremantle Port Authority restructuring initiatives will
impact on the actual financial result for pilotage in 1991-92.

(c) Yes.
(d) The Fremantle Port Authority's new port pricing policy and tariff structure

was introduced on 1 July 1990. The overall strategy for the new tariff
structure was based on producing a revenue neutral result on the previous
tariff structure and incorporate provision for a six per cent rise in average
charges for the 1990-91 financial year. However, some individual charges
varied significantly from previous charges based on a user pays principle,
elimination of cross subsidisation and full cost recovery for individual
services. The 1989-90 and 1990-91 pilotage charge structures were as
follows -

1989-90 Pilotage and Related Charges
1) A pilotage service shall be charged for the pilotage of a ship with any

of the following movements being assessed as one service -

(a) Sea pilot boarding ground to Gage Roads or vice versa;
(b) Gage Roads to Inner Harbour, or vice versa; or

03667-6
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(c) Gage Roads to Cockbumn Sound, or vice versa.
(2) Charges for any of the services referred to in subregularion (1) shall be

assessed in accordance with the ship's gross tonnage as follows -

Each Service

ships up to 2 000 tons 485
ships over 2 000 tons and up to 10 000 tons 820
ships over 10 000 tons and up to 20 000 -tons 920
ships over 20 000 tons and up to 30 000 tons 950
ships over 30 000 tons and up to 50 000 tons 995
ships over 50 000 tons 1 100

(3) A pilotage removal service shall be charged for the pilotage of a ship
on each occasion where a removal of a ship occurs -

(a) within the Inner Harbour;
(b) within the Outer Harbour, or
(c) from Gage Roads to Owen Anchorage, or vice versa.

(4) Charges for any of the removal services referred to in subregulation
(3) shall be as follows -

Each Service

ships up to 10 000 tons 485
ships over 10 000 tons 640

1990-91 Pilotage and Related Charges
(2) The pilotage of a vessel with each movement being classed as one

service -
(a) vessels up to 1 000 tons gross tonnage - $

*fmmo Gage Roads to inner Harbour or vice versa 556
(b) vessels over 1 000 tonnes gross tonnage -

frrjm Sea Pilot boarding ground to
Gage Roads or vice versa 1 890
*from. Gage Roads to Cockburn Sound or vice versa 1 277
*from Gage Roads to Inner Harbour or vice versa 1 111
*from. Sea Pilot boarding ground to
Inner Harbour or vice versa 2 278
*from. Sea Pilot boarding ground to
Cockburn Sound or vice versa 2 444

(c) *removal of vessel within Cockburn Sound 519
*removal of vessel within the Inner Harbour 260
*discharge for all anchorages within Cockbumn Sound 466
*for any other pilotage service for each hour or
part thereof 137
*for each entry into Cockburn Sound or the Inner
Harbour of a coastal or interstate vessel of which
the master holds a pilotage Exemption Certificate 136

The increase in pilotage charges ensured that pilotage revenue not only
covered the direct cost of provision of pilotage but also contributed to
covering the indirect and corporate costs involved in nautical operations.
Further increases averaging seven per cent in pilotage charges were
implemented for the 199 1-92 financial year in line with the general increase in
port charges.
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT - TELEVISION ADVERTiSMENTS
Health and Safety Issues

1156. Dr CONSTABLE to the, Minister for Health:
With reference to television advertising campaigns conducted by the
Department of Health during the 1990-91 financial year -
(a) what health and safety issues did they relate to;
(b) what was the cost of each of these campaigns;
(c) which campaigns carried subtitles for the information of deaf citizens?

Mr WILSON replied:
(a) During the 1990-91 financial year the Health Department conducted

television advertising campaigns relating to smoking and health, nutrition,
alcohol and immunisation.

(b) The cost of the media schedule for each of these campaigns was as follows -

Smoking and health 216928.00
Nutrition 108 744.00
Alcohol 385009.00
Immunisation 38 251.80

(c) None of the campaigns carried subtitles for the information of deaf citizens.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT - TELEVIS ION ADVERTISEMENTS

Subtitles - Deaf Citizens
1157. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the concern of parents with deaf children and others
concerned with the welfare of deaf citizens that television advertisements
sponsored by the Department of Health, such as the Drink Safe Campaign, do
not have subtitles?

(2) Will the Minister rectify this omission and provide subtitles for the Drink Safe
advertisements?

(3) If not, why not?
(4) Will the Minister assure the community that television advertisements relating

to health issues will carry subtitles in the future?
Mr WILSON replied:.
(1) This is the first occasion such a concern has been expressed on this matter.
(2) Yes. All future television advertisements produced by the Health Department

will contain subtitles.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) Yes. A media release will be distributed when the next series of health

advertisements comnmence.
ABALONE - LICENCES

1158. Mr MeNEE to the Minister for Fisheries:
(1) Prior to the issue of abalone licences in 1972, was the taking of abalone for

home consumption or sale legal in Western Australia?
(2) Prior to 1972, was "fish" defined to include abalone and, if so, did the holding

of a licence to take fish authorise the taking of abalone?
(3) What policies applied in the period 1968-72 in regard to the taking of abalone

by a person acting on behalf of a company, partnership or trust?
(4) Upon the issue of abalone licences in 1972, and from there on, has any

legislation existed which precluded the commercial exploitation of abalone by
companies, partnerships or trustees?
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(5) Since 1972, have abalone licence holders been allowed by law or policy to
employ persons directly to take abalone on their behalf?)

(6) Has a policy that the owner of a licence must be the "hands-on" operator of
the licence, ever applied in Western Australia?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
The policy on the holding of abalone limited entry licences is currently under
review. However, with respect to the specific questions, the following
answers are provided -

(I) Yes.
(2) Fish, as defined, includes abalone and any holder of a professional

fisherman's licence could take abalone for sale.
(3) Professional fishermen's licences in practice are only issued to natural

persons. Fishing boat licences and limited entry licences could be
issued to companies, partnerships and trusts.

(4) Some abalone endorsements and subsequently abalone limited entry
licences have been held by companies, partnerships and trusts.
However, under current policy guidelines empowered under sections
17 and 32 of the Fisheries Act 1905, abalone licences may not be held
by companies, partnerships and trusts.

(5) No. However, in exceptional circumstances, illness for instance, some
leeway has been permitted for short periods.

(6) Yes.
ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM - PROGRAMS

1161. Mr COURT to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) What were the key programs carried out in the last financial year under the

Aboriginal Communities Development Program?
(2) What was the expenditure on each of these programs?
Dr WATSON replied:
(1)-(2)

Programs Expenditure 1990-91

Alcohol, drug and substance abuse 182 100.36
Community management 7 496 658.31
Cultural and social activities 1 683 820.83
Economic enterprise 8 612.87
Justice research 84 080.60
Land management 1 695 396.03
Augmented resources 150 000.00
Reserves management 159 572.00
SPORT AND RECREATION - GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Midvale Velodrome, Brigadoon Equestrian Centre, Whitemian Park Shooting Complex
1162. Mr WATT to the Minister representing the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Further to question on notice No. 821 of 1991, could the Minister advise if the
management bodies of -
(a) the Midvale Velodrome;
(b) the Brigadoon Equestrian Centre and/or,
(c) the Whiteman Park shooting complex;
have applied to, or requested from the Government, any additional funds for
shortfall in administration costs, maintenance and upkeep, or for any other
purpose?
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(2) If so, what are the details?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:

() Approaches have been received from the management bodies for the Midvale
Velodromne, Brigadoon Equestrian Centre and the Whiteman Park Shooting
Complex regarding the operations of these facilities. The Ministry of Sport
and Recreation is discussing management and financial issues with these
bodies.

(2) 1 refer to my answer to question on notice 821 of 29 May 1991 on this matter,
and reiterate that the three facilities in question are managed and run by non-
State Government bodies. The member should approach those bodies for
information relating to their operations.

METROPOLITAN REGION TOWN PLANNING SCHEME ACT 1959 - PLAN FOR
THE METROPOLITAN REGION, PERTH AND FREMANTLE

Amendm'ents
1163. Mr KEERATH to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Under section 25(a) of the Metropolitan Region Town Planning Scheme Act
1959, how can amendments be made to the "Plan for the Metropolitan Region,
Perth and Fremantle" other than amendments of a minor nature as referred to
on page 248 of the Stevenson Hepburn Report of 1955?

(2) If amendments are being made to the Metropolitan Region Scheme that are
not in accord with the recommendations made in that report, on what basis are
they being made and under what legislative provision?

Mr DL. SMITH replied:
(1) Section 25 of the Metropolitan Region Town Planning Scheme Act 1959 (as

amended) was repealed by the State Planning Commission Act 1985.
(2) Amendments to the metropolitan region scheme are initiated by the State

Planning Commission in performance of its functions under section l8(l)(e)
of the State Planning Commission Act 1985 on the basis of reviews
undertaken of the scheme from time to time as required by that section using
the powers available to it under sections 33 and 33A of the Metropolitan
Region Town Planning Scheme Act 1959 (as amended).

RAILWAYS -ELECTRIFICATION

Railcars -Lease Arrangement
1164. Dr ALEXANDER to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Are the new electric railcars, still under protracted trial, neither owned nor
leased by Westrall but owned by Asca-Brown Boveri Credit of Sweden?

(2) Are the cars under lease not to Westrail but to the State Bank of South
Australia, an organisation currently the subject of a Royal Commission in that
State?

(3) If so, what are the reasons behind this rather unusual arrangement?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1)-(3)

The acquisition of the 21 electric railcar sets has been arranged with a
structured cross-border financing arrangement. These arrangements are not
unusual and are often designed to meet specific requirements. Westr-ail
obtained a favourable ruling on this package from the Australian
Commissioner of Taxation before recommending commitment to it. The
package involves a complex set of transactions involving four leases, with
Asea Brown-Boveri Credit as owners of the railcars leasing the railcars to the
State Bank of South Australia who sublease to Mercantile Mutual Life Ltd
who in turn sublease to Westrail. The arrangement offers an effective interest
rate lower than normal Treasury rates with a projected present value saving to
Westrail of approximately $5 million for these railcars.
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HEALTH - PATIENTS ASSISTED TRAVEL SCHEME
1168. Mr NICHOLLS to the Minister for Health:

(1) Where a person qualifies for assistance under the patients assisted travel
scheme, how often does he need to apply if undergoing long term tatnent
for an illness such as cancer?

(2) Must the referring doctor authorise each individual claim for PATS
assistance?

(3) What is the level of assistance afforded under PATS from the Mandurah area?
(4) How many people applied for PATS assistance in the last financial year -

(a) for the State as a whole;
(b) from the Mandurab area;
(c) from the south west area;
(d) from the north west area?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) When a patient is required to make frequent and often daily trips to Perth

when undergoing long term treatment, then one application form will cover
the required trips for three to four months, depending on the circumstance.
This applies to people living in the south west, great southern and central
wheatbelt regions.
Alternatively, for more distant residents, a patient may travel to Perth and stay
in Perth with PATS assistance while completing a course of treatment.

(2) Other than with respect to the above, yes.
(3) In instances where the patient uses a private motor vehicle - $22.20.
(4) (a) 28 286

(b) 1 522
(c) 7311
(d) 4431

MINING INDUSTRY - ABORIGINAL LAND
Exploration Tenements Delay

1169. Mr COURT to the Minister for Mines:
How many applications for exploration tenements are currently delayed on
"Aboriginal" land?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
There are 138 applications for exploration licences pending on Aboriginal
reserves.

TROCHUS SHELLS - TROCHUS FISHERY POLICY REVIEW
1170. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) Has the Minister completed the preliminary study and inquiries into the
trochus fishery policy?

(2) If so, has the review process been conducted?
(3) If the review has been conducted, who conducted it?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2)-(3)

The review has not been completed and is subject to further consultation.
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ROOF TILING INDUSTRY - EMPLOYMENT CONDITONS INQUIRY
1173. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:

(1) When did the Minister order the inquiry into employment conditions in the
roof tiling industry?

(2) Why did the Minister order the inquiry?
(3) Who will the inquiry be conducted by?
(4) What are the terms of reference of the inquiry?
(5) When is it expected the inquiry will be completed?
(6) Will the report of the inquiry be made public?
(7) If not, why not?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:
(1) Pursuant to section SOZE of the Industrial Relations Act 1979, 1 wrote to the

Chief Commissioner, Mr W.S. Coleman, on 26 July 1991 requesting an
inquiry into the roof tiling industry.

(2) The inquiry was initiated as a result of concerns about arrangements in the
roof tiling industry in WA.

(3) The inquiry will be conducted by the Chief Commissioner of the Western
Australian Industrial Relations Commission.

(4) An advertisement setting out the terms of reference and inviting public
submissions was published in The West Australian on 14 and 16 August, the
Sunday Times on 17 August and in the local community papers and country
papers in close proximity to those dates. Copies were also sent by the
Industrial Relations Commission to all employer and employee organisations
which the commission believed would have an interest.

(5) The length of the inquiry will depend largely upon the volume and complexity
of the submissions received by the commission. The chief commissioner shall
then determine how he will proceed with those submissions. I would,
however, hope to have the report within three months.

(6)-(7)
Section 8OZE of the Industrial Relations Act 1991 provides that the
commission reports the results of its inquiry to the Minister for Productivity
and Labour Relations. On receiving the report I will determine whether its
contents, in whole or in part, should be made public.

ABORIGINAL CULTURAL AND HERITAGE COMMISSION - ESTABLISHMENT
PROPOSAL

1174. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) Is the Government to establish an Aboriginal cultural and heritage

commission?
(2) If so, when?
(3) What form will the commission take?

Dr WATSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) A Cabinet submission is currently being prepared. Subject to Cabinet

approval, a Bill to establish a commission will be introduced as soon as
feasible.

(3) A range of options is being canvassed for the commission's structure and
functions.
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HOSPITALS - BROOME DISTRICT HOSPITAL
Redevelopment Decision

1177. Mr MacKINNON La the Minister for Health:
(1) What decisions have been made as a consequence of the recent report

conducted into Broome District Hospital?
(2) If no decisions have yet been made, when is it anticipated that these decisions

will be made?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) A decision has been made to redevelop the Broome District Hospital on the

present site. Currently a planning team in the region has developed an outline
of the service delivery model for a comprehensive range of health services in
Broome.

() Initial designs of the physical facility will be developed taking the service
model framework into consideration. Consultations with key stakeholders
will be conducted at this stage.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE - SECOND LANGUAGE PROGRAMS
Vietnamese Students

1178. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) What programs does the Government have to deliver English as a second

language to Vietnamese students in primary and secondary schools?
(2) In which schools are those programs being delivered?
(3) How many children are being educated through those programs?
Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) The ministry has two types of provision for Vietnamese and other non-English

speaking background students -

(a) an intensive English as a Second Language program in an intensive
language centre for new arrival students;

(b) an English as a Second Language support program in a number of
primary and secondary schools.

Currently there are four primary and three secondary intensive language
centres operating, and 43 schools offer ESL support programs.

(2) These programs are being delivered in the following schools -

INTENSIVE LANGUAGE CENTRES
PRIMARY SECONDARY
Beaconsfield ILC Melville Junior ILC
Highgate IlL Perth Modem Junior RLC
Graylands IlL Swanbourne Post-compulsory TLC
Warwick RLC

ESL SUPPORT PROGRAMS
PRIMARY SECONDARY
Allendale PS Applecross SHS
Ardross PS Balcatta
Ashburton Drive PS Churchiands
Beaconsfield PS Geraldton
Beckenham PS Girrawbeen
Booragoon PS Hampton
Burrendafi PS John Curtin
Girrawbeen PS Karratha
Hainsworth PS Kent Street
H-ighgate PS Leening
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Kardinya PS Lynwood
Koonawarra PS Melville
Leeming PS Mirrabooka
Lockxidge IPS Morley
Maylands PS Mt Lawley
Millars Well PS Perth Modem
Newman PS Rossmoyne
North Perth JPS South Fremantle
Parkwood PS Swanbourne
Victoria Park PS Thornie
Waggrakine PS Willetton
Winthrop PS

(3) Currently 3 043 students are being given ESL support. A high proportion of
these students is of Vietnamese background. For example, at Perth Modern
Secondary ILC, 48 per cent of the students in the ESL program are of
Vietnamese background, with some 20 per cent at Graylands ILC, and
64 per cent at Warwick ILC of Vietnamese background.

CO MMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT - CHILD CARE PROGRAMS
Ethnic Commnit ies

1180. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Community Services:
(1) What child care programs are run for ethnic communities which are supported

by the Government?
(2) Where arc those programs conducted?
(3) To which communities are they directed?
Mr RIPPER replied:
(1) Rather than providing child care funding for specific ethnic groups, the

emphasis of Commonwealth fee relief is on providing equal access for all
groups and nationalities. Currently 300 such centres exist.

(2) These services are located throughout the State-
(3) The services are available to people from all cultural backgrounds.

WORKERS COMPENSATION BOARD - INQUIRY
11l1- Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:

(1) Is an inquiry currently being undertaken into the Workers Compensation
Board?

(2) If so, who is conducting the inquiry?
(3) What are the terms of reference of the inquiry?
(4) When is it expected that the inquiry will be completed?
(5) Will the report of the inquiry be made public?
(6) If not, why not?
Mrs HENDERSON replied:
(1) An inquiry is currently being conducted into the workers' compensation

dispute resolution system.
(2) Mr R. Guthrie, lecturer, School of Business Law, Curtin University.
(3) The terms of reference are as follows -

The inquiry's terms of reference provide for a thorough examination of the
system, including -

the problems inherent in the existing system, with particular reference
to minim-ising delays in the resolution of disputed claims and the role
of various parties in these regards;
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evaluating the efficiency of the existing system as compared with
alternative options for dispute resolution consistent with the intent of
the Act;
the extent to which procedures for the resolution of disputed claims
should be changed to mninimise delays and maximise the
accountability of the various parties for resolution of disputes;
an examination of the existing system and alternative systems which
might be proposed, investigating their feasibility and cost
effectiveness;, and
a timetable for the implementation of recommended changes.

(4) November 199 1.
(5) Yes.
(6) Not applicable.

LONOMORE - EMPLOYMENT
1183. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Community Services:

(1) What is the current staffing position at Longmore?
(2) What was the staffing position at Longmore two years ago?
Mr RIPPER replied:
(1) Remand and training combined 128 FTEs.
(2) Remand and training combined 122 FTEs.

COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT - McCALL CENTRE, MOSMAN PARK
Closure

1184. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Community Services:
(1) Is the McCall Centre in Mosman Park to be closed?
(2) If so, when?
(3) If not, what is the present staffing position at the McCall Centre?
(4) What was the staffing position at the McCall Centre two years ago?
Mr RIPPER replied:
(1) The structure and services of the McCall Centre and the community support

- hostels have recently been reviewed. It is intended to combine the
administration of the two services and locate it at the McCall Centre.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) 37 FI~s - August 1991.
(4) 42 FEEs - July 1989.

WATER AUTHORITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - SEWERAGE
Commnercial Activities

1187. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Water Resources:
Is it the Western Australian Water Authority's intention to embark on
commercial activities in direct competition with the private sector,
particularly in contract work for the con nection of dwelling units to sewers?

Mr BRIDGE replied:.
There is no general intention to embark on commercial activities outside the
traditional charter. A proposal for sewer connections in conjunction with the
in fill program is under consideration.

CORRECTIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT - RUSSELL ROAD FARM PROJECT
1188. Mr LEWIS to the Minister representing the Minister for Corrective Services:

(1) Regarding the back burner local offenders' program, is the Russell Road Farm
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Project program under the responsibility of the Department of Corrective
Services?

(2) If so, have funds for the continuance of the Russell Road Farm Project been
cut off?

(3) If so, for what reason?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(3)

Not applicable.

AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT - AGRICULTURE PROTECTION BOARD
Employment Reductions

1192. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Agriculture:
(I) What is the anticipated reduction in the number of employees of the

Department of Agriculture and Agriculture Protection Board in the south
west?

(2) In which areas will the reductions take place?
Mr BRIDGE replied:

Please see answer to parliamentary question 1225.

WOKALUP RESEARCH STATION - INCOME, BUDGET AND FUTURE
1196. Mr BRADSH-AW to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) What income has been generated from the Wokalup Research Station over the
last three years?

(2) What has been the Budget allocation to the Wokalup Research Station for the
last three years?

(3) Is there a plan to sell the Wokalup Research Station in the near future?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Total income over the last three years is $1 071 500.
(2) Budget allocation over the last three years totalled approximately $1 810 000.
(3) No.

ROTTNEST ISLAND - EFFLUENT LEVELS
Environmental Protection Authority Tests

1200. Mr BRADSH-AW to the Minister for the Environment:
(1) Does the Environmental Protection Authority test the ocean waters around

Rottnest Island for effluent levels?
(2) If so, what are the results?
(3) Has any investigation been carried out to establish if boat owners discharge

effluent into the ocean near Rottnest Island?
Mr PEARCE replied:

No. However, I am advised that the Rottnest Island Authority has undertaen
some monitoring off Point Clune. The Minister for Tourism can be
approached to provide this information,

(3) Not by the Environmental Protection Authority. However, the Rottnest Island
Authority and the Department of Marine and Harbours have been actively
encouraging boat owners to use shore based facilities, and not to use through-
the-bull toilets in Rottnest waters.
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SEWERAGE - BOAT PUMP OUT FACILITIES
Swan River, Fremantle, Rottness Island

1201. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Transport:
(1) What sewage pump out facilities are available in the Swan River, Fremantle

and Rotinesx Island for boat owners?
(2) Are there any other pump out facilities in Western Australia for boat owners?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) There are no sewage pump out facilities available in the Swan River,

Fremantle and Roitniest Island for private boat owners. The Department of
Marine and Harbours provides a sewage pump out facility at Barrack Street
Jetty for commercial passenger vessels using the river.

(2) As a condition of licence, houseboats operating at Mandurah and Walpole are
required to be fitted with holding tanks and their owners provide facilities to
pump those tanks out.
SEWERAGE - RETICULATED SEWERAGE SCHEMIES

Local Government Contributions - Water Authority of Western Australia Policy
1202. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Does the Water Authority have a policy of asking for contributions from local
government authorities for reticulated sewerage schemes to be undertaken?

(2) If so, does this policy apply to all future sewerage schemes?
(3) What amount of money in percentage terms is expected to be paid by local

government authorities?
Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1)-(3)
In order to provide access to sewerage in small rural communities which
would not normally be serviced for many years, I have proposed the rural
sewerage strategy. A community contribution is required in cash or by way of
services to 33.3 per cent of the cost.

SANDALWOOD - LICENCES
1203. Mr COURT to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Has the Government issued further licences this year for the gathering of
sandalwood?

(2) If so -
(a) how many licences have been granted;
(b) to whom;
(c) for what ronnages?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Yes. In addition to licences issued to regular contractors, special licences

were available to pastoralists experiencing hardship. There is provision in the
annual quota to do this.

(2) (a) i5
(b)-(c)

M. & G. Cotter 10 tonnes
C. Cook .
A. Hele
A. Morton *

I-. Jones
R. Power
J. Craig
W. Moses
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R. Broadhurst
K. Thomas
P. Hills
C. Bernhardt
K. Elliot
R. Mitchell
J. Jensen

WATER AUTHORITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - SOUTH WEST
Employment Reduction

1204. Mr BRADSI-AW to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) What is the expected reduction in the number of employees by the Water

Authority in the south west this financial year?
(2) In which areas will the reductions occur and by how many will the staff be

reduced in each?
Mr BRIDGE replied:

As a responsible provider of services to customers, the Water Authority is
constantly reviewing organisational structures and employee numbers with the
view of obtaining productivity improvements to assist in holding down
charges for services to customers. In addition, any opportunities provided by
resignations, retirements and voluntary severance schemes receive special
investigation and consideration. Currently "Expressions of Interest" are being
received for the Government of Western Australia's Special Voluntary
Severance 1991. Employees have until 18 October 1991 to apply. Before any
severance application is supported the authority must determine whether the
applicant's position, or a similar one, can be abolished or alternatively
whether redeployment within the public sector is a viable alternative. As the
process to make these determinations has just commenced no estimates of
reductions are available at this stage, nor can the areas be identified, within
which possible reductions might occur.

FISHING - AMATEUR FISHERMEN
Fish Limitations

12 12. Mr MINSON to the Minister for Fisheries:
(1) Is the Minister planning to limit amateur catches of certain species of fish?
(2) If so -

(a) what limits will be placed on what species;
(b) will the Minister be presenting amendments to existing legislation or

by tabling regulations;
(c) when will this occur?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1)-(2)

New bag limits are planned to come into effect in December 1991 for
recreational fishing. I did forward to all members a copy of the pamphlet
issued by the Fisheries Department on this issue and have arranged also for a
copy of the existing anglers and divers fishing guide to be forwarded to the
Member under separate cover.

WATER AUTHORITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - HEADWORKS
CONTRIBUTIONS

Increases
1218, Mr McNEE to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) With reference to question 1139 of 1991, what increases have been made to
headworks contributions and to whom do they apply?
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(2) Is the Government's family pledge an in-principle and moral obligation or
merely a legal obligation which may be circumvented whenever possible?

(3) Will the Minister table a graph indicating the percentage of real cost recovery
made by headworks contributions and to whom they apply?

(4) Are citizens who will have or have had their water connected after July 199 1,
considered to be of a subordinate formn to those who had their water connected
prior to 1 July 1991, ini that they must pay substantially higher capita]
contributions?

(5) If not, then why must these people pay such high capital contributions?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) A standard headworks contribution is required for each lot created by

subdivision in excess of 600 square metres. For lots of a lesser size the
contribution amnount is reduced. In addition where development takes place
which creates a water demand or sewage discharge greater than chat of a
single residence a further contribution based on the amount of the additional
demands is also required. The contribution amounts were increased as
follows -

June 1991 July 1991

Water supply headworks 1 288 1 882
Sewerage headworks 651 1 050
Drainage headworks 335 360

(2) The Government's family pledge is in respect of rates and charges and does
not make any reference to contributions required to maintain the policy of pay
for use.

(3) Standard headworks contributions are designed to recover 33 per cent of the
average cost incurred by the Water Authority. 1-eadworks apply to all
subdividers and to those developers who undertake developments which
require water and sewerage demands greater than that of the single residence.

(4) No.
(5) The variation in level of contribution reflects a move towards the principle of

user pays.
WATER AUTHORITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - CORPORATISATION

1220. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Is it the intention of the Government to corporatise the Western Australian

Water Authority prior to 1993?
(2) If so -

(a) is the current legislation before the Legislative Assembly (Water Bill
1990) an appropriate Act under which a corporatised body would
function;

(b) when is it envisaged legislation for the corporatisation of the Water
Authority of Western Australia will be innuduced?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) The Government's policy on corporacisation will be determined when

comments on the discussion paper "Reformn and Renewal" have been
considered.

(2) Not applicable.
WATER AUTHORITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - RURAL WATER STRATEGY

SCHEMES
Reticulated Water Supply Funding Withdrawal

1221. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Has the Government withdrawn its one-third share of funding promised by t
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Minister for the ongoing pmogram to provide reticulated waxer supply as
extended under the Rural Water Strategy Schemes?

(2) If so, what are the amounts of funds that have now nor been provided?
Mr BRIDGE replied:

The initial three year rural water strategy was started in 1987-88 on the basis
of joint funds from the Commonwealth, State/Water Authority of Western
Australia, and the community. The strategy will be continued in 199 1-92 with
funds from the Commonwealth, Water Authority of Western Australia and
community. $3 250 000 has been allowed in the authority's budget for this
purpose.

ROTITNEST ISLAND AUTHORITY - CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
APPLICATIONS

1222. Mr STRICKLAND to the Minister for Tourism:
(1) With respect to the Rottnest Island Authority's applications for Christmas

holiday accommodation -

(a) how many applications were received for each of the last 10 years,
including 1991 if available;

(b) what was the estimated number of the multiple bookings for each of
these years;

(c) how many selections were actually made for each year;
(d) what is the level of first time successful applications for each year?

(2) With respect to the implementation of the 1989 policy -

(a) how many 1990 selections were also selections for 1989;
(b) how many 1991 selections were also selections for 1990;
(c) how many selections were successful for the three consecutive years

1989, 1990 and 1991 ?
(3) With respect to applicants who were placed on a low preference status for

1991 after success in 1989 and 1990, does this low preference status hold for
1991?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) (a) Prior to 1990 applications were processed manually by a staff of up to

(2)-(3)

eight personnel. Following the conclusion of the summer school
holiday period, records were not retained.
1990 - figures for 1990 are not available from the computer.
1991 - 2 586 applications received.

(b) 1990 - one known case.
1991 - five known cases.
Where identified, the multiple applications were cancelled prior to
allocations being made and offers of tenancy were made to the next
family on the waiting list.

(c) 1990 - figures for 1990 are not available from the computer.
1991 -1 222.
These on the waiting list still have the opportunity of a tenancy
consequent on cancellations which occur following initial offers.

(d) This information cannot readily be obtained, given the explanation
below.

The information requested is unavailable. The authority's computerised
accommodation allocation system and peak booking policy are not solely
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structured around the summer school holidays. The Peak booking periods
include the summer, Easter, first and third term school holidays. Famiflies
may apply to holiday on Rottnest more or less frequently. The "two in three"
rule states that a family having two consecutive successful peak applications
will be unsuccessful in their third. This may or may not apply to the summer
school holidays.

MIDLAND SALEYARD - CLOSURE
Purchase Recommendation

1223. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) When does he expect the Midland Saleyard to close?
(2) What course of action does he now propose to provide a new facility?
(3) Who will fund the new facility?
(4) Has a site been chosen for the new facility?
(5) Will he follow the recommendation of the Evans report of 1990 to purchase

the current saleyard and if not, why not?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) When the current arrangement expires in May 1993.
(2) 1 have advertised for organisations interested in building, owning and

operating alternative saleyard facilities to register their interest in writing by
20 September 1991. Final submissions are to be presented by 31 October
1991. 1 have also convened a saleyards consultative group with broad
representation from all relevant sectors of industry to assist in the selection
process. The first meeting of the consultative group was held last Tuesday,
3 September 1991.

(3)-(4)
Funding and site selection will depend on the submissions received from
organisations interested in building, owning and operating alternative saleyard
facilities, as outlined in response to question (2).

(5) Cabinet has decided that the Government should not proceed with the
resumption of the Midland salcyard.

AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT - EMPLOYMENT REDUCTION
1225. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Does the Department of Agriculture have a structured approach to reduce the
number of employees?

(2) If so, in what form will the reduction take place;, that is, will it be from all
areas: for example, technicians, labourers, bureaucrats?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) In the first instance reductions will occur through retirements and

resignations, including those precipitated by the special voluntary severance
offer. Vacancies which occur will be filled in line with priorities and
primarily through internal redeployment. With the severance offer having
only just commenced, estimates of reductions are not available, nor can areas
be identified in which possible reductions may occur. It is anticipated that
there will be no reduction in services and no staff would be retrenched.

ROAD TRANSPORT - UNIFORM LICENSING AND REGULATORY SYSTEM
PROPOSAL

1227. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Has the Government agreed to the Federal Government's proposal for a

uniform licensing and regulatory system for road transport, to include
Western Australia?
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(2) If so,
(a) when will the new system come into operation;
(b) will this cause increases in road transport licensing fees to Western

Australian road transport operators;
(c) what is the expected increase - from what cost to what cost - in dollar

terms in each of the licensing categories that would apply under the
proposed uniform licensing arrangements?

(3) How many and what are the current standard categories for licensing road
transport vehicles in Western Australia?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) Yes, for moad vehicles with a gross vehicle mass of at least 4.5 tonnes.
(2) (a) When the necessary enabling legislation comes into force. It is

expected that the first stage of die new charging system will be
implemented between I July 1992 and I January 1993.

(b) In some cases fees will increase, while in others they will decrease.
(c) The proposed national road transport commission is to make

recommendations on the level and structure of the first stage of new
charges by March 1992. Until that time the level of any increases and
decreases will not be known.

(3) This matter is the responsibility of the Minister for Police. I am advised that
there are 16 standard fee categories as per the following schedule -

Fee Type
Code: Body Type:
01 Motor car
02 Motor wagons

Tow truck
Mobile caravan

03 Omnibus
04 Motor cycle and side car up to

and including 250cc
05 Motor cycle and side car over 250cc
06 Motor carrier
07 Caravan
08 Trailer
09 Plant trailer
10 Tractor - other than tractor plant and

prime mover
I I Tractor plant

Fork lift truck
Tow motor

12 Mobile crane - private
13 Mobile crane - hire
14 Rotary engine motor car
15 Semi-trailers
16 Prime mover

RAILWAYS -NORTHERN SUBURBS TRANSIT SYSTEM
Former Minister's Opening Date

1228. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Transport:
Did the former Minister for Transport, Mr R.J. Pearce, MLA, stare that the
first trains on the Northern Suburbs Railway would be operating in 1991?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
In 1988 my predecessor indicated that he expected that the electrified service
would be in operation on the northern suburbs railway by 1991.
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RAILWAYS - TUNNEL EXTENSION
1229. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What is the estimated additional cost to extend the railway tunnel, so as to
obviate the need to construct a 'Bus Only' bridge off Fitzgerald Street in
North Perth?

(2) What would be the expected time delay to the opening of the Northern
Suburbs Railway if an immediate decision was taken to abort the bridge and
extend the tunnel?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) The estimated additional cost to extend the Northern Suburbs Railway tunnel

and lower the Fremantle line, so obviating the need to construct a bus access
bridge over Roe Street and the railway, is $11.5 million.

(2) An immediate decision to abort the bridge and extend the tunnel would cause
a delay of at least 18 months to the opening of the Northern Suburbs Transit
System.

CANNABIS - MARINE AND HARBOURS DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR, BANDY
CREEK BOAT HARBOUR

1230. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Has the Department of Marine and Harbours Inspector at the Esperance,

Bandy Creek boat harbour been convicted of growing a substantial quantity of
cannabis?

(2) Was cannabis found in his State Government Nissan Patrol vehicle?
(3) Was the Government vehicle used for transportation of large quantities of

cannabis crop?
(4) Was a "hookah pipe" for smoking cannabis found in the Marine and Harbours

office at the Bandy Creek boat harbour?
(5) Has this person been found guilty by the court?
(6) Is this person still an officer of the Department of Marine and Harbours?
(7) Is it this officer's duty to issue infringement notices under the Western

Australian Marine Act and to act as a Crown witness in prosecution?
(8) If so, why?
(9) Does the Minister consider this officer a suitable person to be carrying out the

duties?
(10) Has the Minister received representations from the officer, or anyone acting in

his interests, regarding his continuing employment with the Public Service?
(11) Has the Minister intervened to prevent this person's dismissal from the Public

Service?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1),(3)

No.
(2),(4)-(5)

A Marine and Harbours. officer pleaded guilty to possession of a small amount
of cannabis and possession of a smoking implement. He was fined $150 on
each count.

(6)-(7)
Yes.

(8) This forms part of the duties of the marine officer at Esperance.
(9) From the employment record of the officer to whom I refer, yes.
(10) In respect of the officer to whom I refer, yes.
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(11) Although the seriousness of the matter was fully recognised, on reviewing the
situation, I considered that the penalty of dismissal was industrially unfair.
This was particularly the case given that the legal process had already
extracted a penalty appropriate to the offence. The officer to whom I refer
was reinstated by the Executive Director, Department of Marine and
Harbours.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

BELL GROUP SHARES - STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION
Purchase Deal Meeting April 1988 - Minister's Attendance

318. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Health:
(1) Was the Minister in attendance at the Cabinet meeting held on 26 April 1988

when Attorney General Berinson presented the details of the Bell Group share
and convertible note deal to be purchased by the State Government Insurance
Commission?

(2) If yes to (1), does the Minister accept collective responsibility for -

(a) the loss of approximately $300 million by the SOIC caused directly by
these deals;

(b) the fact that he was made aware at the time of the chronic financial
position of Rothwells and the fact that the Government had, via its
agencies, infused hundreds of millions of dollars in support, in
addition to the $150 million National Australia Bank guarantee, yet
supported the suppression of this information from the public; and

(c) failing to acquaint himself with legal opinion that he knew existed and
which indicated that the State would engage in unacceptable conduct if
it proceeded with the Bell share and note purchase?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1)-(2)

Mr Speaker -

The SPEAKER: Order! I am not totally convinced that that question falls within the
parameters of questions without notice which seek information. However, it
is all right on the basis that the Minister jumped to his feet willingly to answer
it. I ask members to address themselves to the rules relating to questions.

Mr WILSON: I am happy to answer the question. These are matters for which the
Opposition and many in the community pressed for a Royal Commission.
That Royal Commission is inquiring into these matters currently. It is
appropriate for that Royal Commission to complete its inquiries and bring
down recommendations prior to any judgments being formed.

PERMANENT BUILDING SOCIETY - CLOSURE
FID and BAD Taxes

319. Dr EDWARDS to the Treasurer:
Is the Treasurer aware of media reports claiming that the Government is
continuing to collect taxation revenue from the Permanent Building Society
while depositors' money is frozen?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

I became aware of the report this morning and was concerned on behalf of the
depositor who received that information from the Permanent Building
Society. It is important to set the record straight. It was reported that the
customer's account had been debited with financial institutions duty on
31 August in respect of her transactions during August, whereas the society
closed its doors on 30 August. The State Government has received no
financial institutions duty from the Permanent Building Society since
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30 August, even though te payment was due for transactions made during
August, not on subsequent dates. That means that, although the customers'
accounts on 31 August show they were debited with the tax, the money has
not been paid to the Govern ment. The FED payments have been frozen like
other payments from the society and the administrator has written to the State
Taxation Commissioner seeking an extension of time without penalty for late
payment. I expect that will be treated sympathetically.

Mr Macinnon: So it will be paid?
Dr LAWRENCE: Possibly, at some later stage, but that is up to the administrator.

However, for the moment, the funds are not leaving the coffers of the
Permanent Building Society. They will remain there with all other funds for
the administrator's decision on what should happen to them. Members will be
aware that that bank accounts debit tax has been given to State Governments
for administration. However, transition arrangements have meant that for
two years the Federal tax office has continued to collect the tax. We are not
aware at this stage what it has done about that tax but we are seeking
information. However, I presume the same is true. Certainly, that portion of
the tax which is administered by the State Government directly is being held
in the society. It was due on transactions during August; it was not made
prospectively. The amount of $10 000 owing from the Permanent Building
Society remains in the society and at the administrator's discretion.

NATIONAL VEHICLE REGISTRATION SCHEME - STATE PARTICIPATION
CRITERIA

320. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Has the State Government prepared the criteria upon which it will accept

participation in the proposed national vehicle registration scheme?
(2) In those criteria, will the Government agree to the Commonwealth being

responsible for the collection of recording fees and fuel taxes including the
State fuel levy?

(3) Will it agree to the application of a mass distance charge for heavy vehicles
and, if so, what will be the rate of such a charge?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1)-(3)

This matter was discussed at the last Special Premiers' Conference and there
was agreement with the States in principle for a national scheme for
registration and charges for heavy vehicles. The matters raised by the Leader
of the National Party have not been determined in detail. A national
commission with three members will be set up. The Western Australian
Government is considering requesting representation on that commission.
The commission will be charged with the responsibility of doing all of the
consultation across Australia, not just in Western Australia, to determine the
appropriate mass distance charge to be applied in the two zones that were
determined at the Special Premiers' Conference. The overarching committee
which was set up after the first Special Premiers' Conference will continue to
meet. The Commonwealth Government has proposed a similar sort of system
for light vehicles or cars, but that has not yet been agreed to by the State.
Further information will become available after the next Australian Transport
Advisory Council meeting scheduled to take place in Darwin on 4 October.
That will be one of the specific agenda items. We have said consistently that
we support uniformity in chairges and registration.

Mr Cowan: How can you have an AP zone if you have uniformity of charges?
Mrs BEGGS: We have said that we do not agree with the Commonwealth's saying

that it will not take into account the special circumstances that exist in some
States, particularly in a State like Western Australia. We are continuing to
negotiate and I am confident that the result will be the best proposition.

4402 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 10 September 199 1] 40

Mr House: Will it require legislation in the Parliament?
Mrs BEOGS: Yes, it will, eventually. I will be taking into account all of the issues

raised by the transport operators.
Mr House: I would not go to a lot of trouble with negotiations; you might be wasting

your time.
Mrs BEGGS: It would be irresponsible of the Government to throw up its hands and

say that there is no point in negotiating the best possible position for Western
Australia. We have said consistently that we are very reluctant to hand over
any further taxing powers to the Commonwealth and we will be very reluctant
to agree to anything which raises charges on heavy vehicles with the revenue
being distributed at the discretion of the Commonwealth, particularly as it has
not confirmed whether that revenue will be totally dedicated to roads. The
Government and I are totally opposed to that.

YAKABINDEE NICKEL PROJECT - FEDERAL INTERVENTION
321. Mr GRAHAM to the Premier:

Has the Premier received information on whether the Commonwealth intends
intervening in the Yakabindie nickel project over Aboriginal heritage matters
and, if so, what is the iniformation?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
Again, I am pleased to disappoint the Opposition and indicate that the
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs in the Federal Government, Mr Robert
Tickner, has indicated today that he has declined to intervene in the proposal
for a nickel mine at Yakabindie in Western Australia, He has announced
publicly that he does not believe there is sufficient ground to justify
Commonwealth intervention under section 9 of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act and he has made it clear that, although
he knows that not all Aboriginal people agree with the project, the majority of
them certainly do. He also recognises the disagreement among the
anthropologists, which I believe was the principal cause of the problem. I am
very pleased that the Federal Government has taken that line; it is the most
sensible one under the circumstances and there is now no impediment to
Dominion Mining's undertaking that project. As indicated in this House some
time ago, it has been my belief for some time - and I think the company is
prepared to state it publicly also - that it was not quite ready to go ahead. The
important point is that this clears the way entirely for the project to proceed.
The Government wishes the company all the best and hopes that it will get the
project off the ground sooner rather than later, although it will make its
commercial decisions in relation to that question.
The whole issue of the involvement of the Federal Government, not only in
Aboriginal heritage but also in other development matters, needs to be
addressed and I am pleased that Mr Tic kner and Mr Griffiths, the Federal
Minister for Resources, believe there is a need - I agree with them - to clarify
the respective roles and responsibilities of Federal and State Governments. I
look forward to those discussions and I invite members opposite to contribute
to them.

BELL GROUP SHARES - STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION
Purchase Deal Meeting April 1988 - Minister's Attendance

322. Mr CLARKO to the inister for Transport:
(1) Was the Minister in attendance at the Cabinet meeting held on 26 April 1988

when Attorney General Berinson presented details of the Bell Group share
and convertible note deal to be purchased by the State Government Insurance
Commission?

(2) If yes to (1), does the inister accept collective responsibility for -
(a) the loss of approximately $300 million by the SGIC caused directly by

these deals;
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(b) the fact that she was made aware at the time of the chronic financial
position of Rothwells, and the fact that the Government had, via its
agencies, infused hundreds of millions of dollars in support, in
addition to the $150 million National Australia Bank guarantee, yet
supported the suppression of this information from the public; and

(c) that she failed to acquaint herself with legal opinion that she knew
existed and which indicated that the State would engage in
unacceptable conduct if it proceeded with the Bell Group share and
note purchase?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1)-(2)

I am happy to respond to the member for Marmion. As was stated by the
Minister for Health previously -

Mr Macinnon: You are going to cop out too.
Mrs BEGGS: I am not copping out.
Mr Macinnon: Yes you are, absolutely.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr MacKinnon: What about ministerial responsibility?
Mrs BEGGS: This subject is a term of reference for the Royal Commission -

Mr MacKinnon: What subject - the cover up and secrecy?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs BEGGS: I am surprised that a Bridgetown boy should be so rude. I was taught

much better manners by my teacher, Mr Phil Smith. This Greenbushes girl is
very polite.
The question relates to a term of reference currently before the Royal
Commission. As a Minister of the Cabinet I have in the past given full
cooperation to the investigators and the Royal Commission. I have appeared
before the Royal Commission and been subjected to questioning, and will do
so again on this issue and any other term of reference before the Royal
Commission.

SCHOOLS - DRYANDR.A PRIMARY SCHOOL
Chemical Contamination

323. Mr CUNNINGHAM to the Minister for Construction:
In relation to the Dryandra Primary School, could any chemical reactions
result from mixing the Pavecoat solvent, the PT7109 and the Strip Liquid
which were used at the primary school and, if so, what effect would the
chemicals have on the rate of evaporation?

Mr MeGINTY replied:
I am aware of the considerable public concern about the chemicals used to
remove graffiti from school buildings, particularly as evidenced in the recent
incident at Dryandra Primary School and a number of other schools in the
northern suburbs. The report which has been compiled by the Ministry of
Education and the Building Management Authority with regard to the
Dryandra. Primary School incident indicates that the chemical used was Strip
Liquid. It is typical of a number of paint strippers which are commercially
available and it comprises a number of components, including phenol.
Pavecoat - which was supposed to have been used on this occasion and
traditionally has been used to remove graffiti on school buildings - had been
used at the Dryandra Primary School in the past. As indicated, phenol is a
component of Strip Liquid, as is PT 109 - another chemical which was
identified in bricks from other schools treated. Phenol is not a component of
Pavecoat.
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The repont prepared by the Ministry of Education and the Building
Management Authority advises that all the chemicals, except phenol, in the
products named by the member for Marangaroo have a very high evaporation
rate. Given that they were not applied together, it is highly unliely that a
chemical reaction would have occurred between the chemicals because in
each case only the phenol would have remained. I shall be happy to obtain
further information if the member requests it, but it is as well to note the
following finding in the report -

Advice from the Chemistry Centre of Western Australia indicates that
the chemicals identified as having been used to remove graffiti at the
schools studied are not considered hazardous to health at the levels
found in the schools. The chemicals found at the schools are widely
used in the community in much greater concentrations and there is no
evidence of harm to health from either direct contact or inhalation of
the vapour when used according to instrctions.

BELL GROUP SHARES - STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION
Purchase Deal Meeting April 1988 - Minister's Attendance

324. Mr KIERATH- to the Minister assisting the Minister for State Development:
(1) Was the Minister in attendance at the Cabinet meeting held on 26 April 1988

when Attorney General Berinson presented the derails of the Bell Group share
and convertible note deal to be purchased by the State Government Insurance
Commission?

(2) If yes to (1), does the Minister accept collective responsibility for -
(a) the loss of approximately $300 million by the SGIC caused directly by

these deals;
(b) the fact that he was made aware at the time of the chronic financial

position of Rorhwelis, and the fact that the Government had, via its
agencies, infused hundreds of millions of dollars in support, in
addition to the $150 million National Australia Bank guarantee, yet
supported the suppression of this information from the public;

Points of Order
Mr PEARCE: The Government Ministers clearly wish to respond to questions asked,

but I raise the following issue: The member is repeating a question asked by
two other members, and I have listened in detail to all of them. It seems to me
that a series of accusations are made. in the form of a question, and I
understand that under our Standing Orders that kind of accusation can only be
made -

Mr Clarke: It is not an accusation.
Mr PEARCE: I am sure the Speaker is capable of ruling on this matter.
Mr Clarko: I am spaking to you and not the Speaker.
The SPEAKER: I will call on the member for Marmion for his assistance when the

Leader of the House sits down.
Mr PEARCE: The member for Marmion is talking to me, but I am speaking to the

Speaker. It seems to me that the question -

Mr Clarko: The Leader of the Opposition interrupted earlier.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr PEARCE: Is the member for Marmaion from Bridgetown also?
Mr Clarko: Did the Leader of the House not interrupt a member of the Opposition

who was trying to speak earlier?
The SPEAKER: Order! I am not prepared to accept that sort of behaviour in this

place. I have said time and time again that interjections are disorderly, but
that on certain occasions I will allow them. However, I refuse to accept
inteiecrions from members when a member from either side is taking a point
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of order. If the member for Marmion has something to say, he should wait
until the point of order has been raised and he may then ask me to rake his
comments into consideration befor making a decision. H-e should not
interrupt.

Mr PEARCE: Although the question purports to be a question, it makes a series of
accusations against a range of Ministers. My understanding of the Standing
Orders and practices of the Parliament is chat accusations may be made by
way of a substantive motion and not in any other way.

Mr LEWIS: We are asking a question of the individual Ministers who comprised the
Cabinet at the time. Of course, that is a majority of the members on the front
bench. I suggest that it is legitimate to ask those members individually
whether they share the collective responsibility of Cabinet as Ministers at that
time.

Mr Pearce: flank you for making my point so effectively for me.
The SPEAKER: With regard to this point of order, the part of the question which

actually concerns me at this stage is the series of statements which say "the
fact that", or words to that effect. I am not satisfied that that is a legitimate
way of putting the question- I am not inclined to rule out the line of
questioning, but if it is to be a continued line of questioning I would like to
see the words in the question changed so that we talk about allegations rather
than facts. In that way, it will fit the rules and I will be prepared to allow the
line of questioning to continue, but only in that way.

Questions without Notice Resumed
Mr KIERATH: I was about to finish the last part of the question, which was, if the

member had been listening -

(c) that he failed to acquaint himself with legal opinion that he
knew existed and which indicated that the State was engaged in
unacceptable conduct if it proceeded with the Bell share and
note purchase?

The SPEAKER: Before I call on the Minister to respond, I ami only prepared to
accept that question and further questions in the same vein if the word "fact"
is changed to "allegation'.

Mr KIERATH: I do not have the word "fact".
The SPEAKER: Then I rule the question out of order.

FUSED MINERALS INDUSTRY - KWINANA PLANT
325. Mr MARLBOROUGH to the Minister for Stare Development:

Can the Minister tell the House about the prospects for the fused minerals
industry in Western Australia?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
I thank the member for the question. I know he has a great interest in this
matter because it affects his electorate. The prospects for that industry in this
State have been given a major boost with the commissioning last week of the
Australian Fused Materials Kwinana plant. That $14 million plant, which is a
50:50 joint venture between DoraI and the Japan Abrasive Company, will
have a production capacity of 10 000 tonnes per annum of white fused
alumina and will use feedstock from Alcoa's Kwinana alumina refinery. The
end product of that plant will be a very hard, heat resistant material which is
used in the refractory and abrasives industry. The member will be interested
to know that the plant will be a forerunner of a new fused materials industry
in Western Australia.
I rake this opportunity to congratulate the joint venture partners on their
decision to establish this plant at Kwinana rather than - as was proposed some
time ago - at Gladstone in Queensland. That decision puts the lie to the claim
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that the State Government cannot provide the necessary incentives for
industry to establish in this State - to pick up the issue raised earlier today by
the member for Stirling - and shows thar Western Australia is an economically
attractive location for the establishment of this sort of plant. In this case, the
power, land and other infrastructure components of the package have been
negotiated with the joint venturers, and they will result in jobs in the Kwinana
area and also in valuable export income which will benefit all Western
Australians. The same applies to the decision which was announced last week
by Western Mining Corporation to more than double the size of its Leinster
nickel operation. The decision of this company to locate in Western Australia
has important implications for the future of this State. However, it
disappoints me chat when there was some consternation about where this plant
would be located, a great deal of media attention was given to the question of
whether it would be located in Gladstone or Western Australia. Now that the
plant has been commissioned, it is interesting to note that the statement made
by the joint venturers when they announced that fact was given virtually no
coverage by the local media, and was in fact ignored.

BELL GROUP SHARES - STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION
Purchase Deal Meeting April 1988 - Minister's Attendance

326. Mr KIERATH to the Minister assisting the Minister for State Development:
(1) Was the Minister in attendance at the Cabinet meeting held on 26 April 1988

when Attorney General Berinson presented the details of the Bell Group share
and convertible note deal to be purchased by the State Government Insurance
Commission?

(2) If yes to (1), does he accept collective responsibility for -

(a) the loss of approximately $300 million by the SCIC caused directly by
these deals;

(b) the allegation that he was made aware at the time of the chronic
financial position of Rochwells and the allegation that the Government
had via its agencies infused hundreds of millions of dollars in support,
in addition to the $150 million National Australia Bank guarantee, yet
supported the suppression of this information from the public; and

(c) that he failed to acquaint himself with legal opinion that he knew
existed and which indicated that the Stare was engaged in
unacceptable conduct if it proceeded with the Bell share and note
purchase?

The SPEAKER: Because this is going to go on and on - and I am quite happy for that
to proceed - and questions will be asked of other Ministers, I want to make
absolutely certain that the following questions are acceptable also. The first
part of paragraph (c) needs to have words to the effect "did he".

Mr KIBRATH: Mr Speaker, I will repeat paragraph (c) -

(c) did he fail to acquaint himself with legal opinion that he knew existed
and which indicated that the State was engaged in unacceptable
conduct if it proceeded with the Bell share and note purchase?

Mr CORDON HILL replied:

This Government established a Royal Commission at the request of the
Opposition and the public, and we are cooperating with that Royal
Commission. I have been down to the Royal Commission and I have
undertaken my responsibilities in that regard. The Opposition is clearly
unhappy with the Royal Commission and is anxious to try to conduct its own
investigations in this place and ignore the Royal Commission. We are not
about that. I have heard the responses made previously by both of my
colleagues, and my answer is simple and brief: Ditto.
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ROBE RIVER IRON ASSOCIATES - CAPE LAMBERT SERVICES PTY LTD
Liquidation

327. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:
Is the Minister aware of the decision by Robe River Iron Associates to place
into liquidation its subsidiary company, Cape Lamnbent Services Pty Ltd; and,
if so, would she comment?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:
I am happy to comment on the circumstances described by the member for
Pilbara and to advise the House that in October 1990 the Deputy President of
the Industrial Relations Commission, Deputy President Polites, handed down
an award entitled the Tugboat Recruitment of Seamen -

Point of Order
-Mr BLAIKLE: I assume that the member for Pilba-a indicated that he was asking the

Minister to form an opinion. Mr Speaker, I ask you to rule whether that is a
question and whether opinions are admissible at question time.

Mrs HENDERSON: Mr Speaker, my understanding of the question was that I was
asked to comment. My comment may or may not be my opinion. I can offer
a comment that is not an opinion.

The SPEAKER: What we can do - and this is entirely up to members - is look at our
Standing Orders and read them, and we can continue to abide by the rules
strictly by the book, or alternatively we can fairly from each side give a bit of
leeway, and make a lot more progress. I am inclined to the second point of
view.

Questions without Notice Reswned
Mrs H-ENDERSON: That award covers people working on tugboats engaged by

Cape Lambert Services Pty Ltd. Robe River Iron Associates appealed against
that decision to the full bench of the Industrial Relations Commission in
November 1990. That appeal was dismissed. Robe River then went to the
High Court seeking an injunction to stay the decision of the Industrial
Relations Commission, and the Queens Counsel who was acting on behalf of
Robe River at that hearing said that, 'Robe River was prepared to engage in
any amount of litigation to preserve its right to operate its business free from
what it regards as the intrusions of the arbitration system". After that clear
indication from Robe River that it would have no regard for the decision of
the High Court, and after it had lost its appeal to the High Court, it then took
the extraordinary action of placing into voluntary liquidation its subsidiary
company, Cape Lamnbert Services Pty Ltd, in order to avoid the
responsibilities that flowed from that 12 months' worth of hearings in our
industrial relations system- I believe that shows a total contempt for the
industrial relations system.

Mr C.J. Barnett: You are the only Minister in Australia to pre-empt the national
wage case.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs HENDERSON: How are we to encourage all those unions and companies which

abide by the decisions of the Industrial Relations Commission and which do
not engage in vexatious and drawn out litigation to the nth degree in order to
avoid their responsibilities under those decisions? I condemn the action of
Robe River Iron Associates in seeking constantly to draw out, oppose, appeal
and in any way possible frustrate the decisions of our industrial relations
system- I think that statement by the Queen's Counsel acting on the
company's behalf is an utter disgrace.
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